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TWEEN EDUCATED AND NON/LOW-EDUCATED
ANESE IMMIGRANTS.
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ducational experience prior to immigration usually influences the
ability to adjust in a new culture, including formulation of atti-
perception and indeed the ability to acquire a new Iangéage. The
in particular can serve quite accurately in determining the degree
ylturation and a potentially successful interaqion with the host

erra:

ed an attainment of a high level of education (including the ac-
n of a new language) does not imply a complete cultural inte-
. One can, however, safely state that the Lebanese immigrants
ave attained a high level of education are better adjusted, more
accepted by the host society and less vulnerable to exploitation
her members of their community,

Jological Procedures

research survey, which was administered in either Arabic or Eng-

as conducted in 100 households in the Melbourne metropolitan
) of these however, were non-responses due to a change of address,

or other uncontrolled circumstances. The sample was randomly

from a total of 200 addresses which were obtained from various
tween May and August 1977,

llowing criteria were set for selecting the sample: any house-
mber who was 18 years and over qualified to represent his family.
the respondents should have immigrated to Australia after
t 1 In all the sarhple consisted of 20 females and 70 males,
racteristics are outlined below.

the interviews were conducted by the same researcher, thus
ny possible bias constant. The method of personal interview
ed because of the compeiling advantages it enjoys in data collec-
other methods. It permits, fdr'example, a greater flexibility in
questions and answers. '

53
52



When asked about the reasons for their insistence that their children
cak Arabic at home 25 (out of a total of B68) parents stated that they
ad already decided to send their sons to Lebanon to choose their future
rides which may also be a sufficient comment on their misgivings con-
ing Australian-Lebanese girls of the new generation.

Sample Characteristics

The demographic characteristics in the present survey were such ¢
the largest group of the sample (49%) fell between the ages of 5.
years. Fifty five percent arrived between 1969-1977. Their religi ern
background however was more evenly distributed. There are 31% Mayr

ites, 23% Greek Orthodox, 14% Catholic, 23% Moslem, 6% Druze ang TABLE 2
2% Protestant. The educational standards of different sectarian affiliz ' Level of Education, by Verbal Fluency
are marginally at variance. Comparatively, the largest proportion ¢ in English :

persons with absolutely no education are Maronites (14.3%) and Mosle
(14.3%). The second largest rating — though in comparison relatiy

Level of Education

small — is that of the Orthodox (4.8%); but no one from the three erbal Knowledge None-Primary Secondary  Tertiary
;nscl)r:':nsietzaltegfrfs,dthet'Cathohcs, Druze and Protestants experiene —-;;d—e?nglish 68.4% 26 27.5% 11 -
plete fack ot education. - 23.7% 9 45.0% 18 16.7% 2
- [t} 0, 0,
Level of Education Juite Fluent 7.9% 3 275% 11 83.3% 10
N= 38 40 12
Because experience prior to immigration seemed to be a likely Total: 20
fluence on the ability to acgunre a new language, and subsequently = 36.89937 df=4 Cramer's V = 45277
formulate shades of perception towards the host culture, it was n sig. = .01 N =90

essary to take it into account. For example:

*This table appeared in Australian Journal of Teacher Education,
979,4, 1,

TABLE 1 1979,

Level of Education
(90 Households)

The underlying assumption when introducing fluency in spoken English
an indicator, is that fanguage is a major factor in the acculturation
rocess. It is thus, expected that highly educated (Lebanese) migrants

Level of Education® F. % uld adapt much more easily to the host community, however great
None 8 g9 ir sensitivity to slights inflicted on them by members of that com-
Pri nity. Table 2 illustrates that the direction of the results favours a

rimary 30 33 h fluency of English amongst Secondary and Tertiary educated groups.
Secondary 40 44
. 1. Favourable Attitudes to Australia, by Education
Tertiary 12 14
The variety of responses outlined in Table 3 are the outcome of state-
T=90 100%

nts which range from the very accurate and articulate to the vague and
fused. For example, the following response was obtained in reply to

*Note: Level of Education for each category iainal
original question:

was defined as attendance at an educational
institution during some or all years;

with respect to ‘None’ it signifies

all years.

As you and | know . . . in Australia you can
do anything you like as long as you don’t make
a mistake. Nobody tells you what to do . ..
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where you are going or coming . . . why you don’t
like the Prime Minister. Over there (in Lebanon)
if the police dislike you they will put in jail,

On a different note, it is relevant to note that the concept of so¢
services is quite alien to the Lebanese. The system in Lebanon is bag

Question: What is the best thing about living in Australia?

TABLE 4

Responses to the Question: ‘-------?'; by
Level of Education

on a captialistic form of free enterprise which dispenses with collecti

' cally deprived (who could be said ¢ sponses None Primary  Secondary Tertiary
f income taxes. The economically deprive 0 ma
3p approximately 90% of the population) suffer the burden of astrong n't know 2 250% 1 33% 1 25% -
cal hospital, medical and educational fees. The relatively high respon 3 375% 14 46.7% 5 125% 6 50.0%
rate regarding social justice {11 persons) and security of living (13 person c‘:kial Services/
is thus quite understandable. onomic Security 2 25.0% 7 23.3% 16 40.0% 5 41.7%
w and Order 1 125% 6 20.0% 12 30.0% --
- 2 67% 6 15.0% 1 8.3%
TABLE 3 N 8 30 40 12
Favourable Aspects of the Australian Culture 2= 95.17597 df =12 Cramer's V = 30536
sig. = .01 N =90
Responses Frequency
of Response . o )
- The level of significance in the t-test (.01) suggests a very strong rela-
1. Freedom 23 hip between levels of education and attitudes about living in Aus-
2, Social justice, law and order " . Results in Table 4 show a trend whereby the responses of a sub-
3. Security of living 13 ntial majority of tertiary (50.0%), primary (46.7%) and non-educated
4, Employment opportunities 6 5%) groups are associated with ‘Freedom’, as compared with (12.5%)
5. Peace 8 secondary qualifications.
6. individual rights and privacy b ,
7. Standard of living 3 e most likely explanation of such polarized responses stems from
8. Social services 5 unrelated perspectives. Responsive to both social and ethical issues,
9, Friendliness and informality 3 ry-educated respondents would tend to view freedom as a philo-
10.  Opportunities in education 1 cal entity. In contrast, people with little or no education probably
11. Straightforwardness 2 to define freedom from the perspective of self-interest and oppor-
12.  Generosity to the needy 1 / for social mobility. While this group came from socio-economically
13. Making money 1 ved backgrounds, upon migration they are pleasantly surprised to
14.  Absence of religious discrimination 1 that their socio-economic movements are not restricted and super-
15. Cleanliness 1 y they have all the privileges and rights of other groups. The primary
16.  Absolutely nothing 3 for their migration was to seek the very opportunities of which they
17. Everything 1 deprived, namely, for medical and social services, employment,
18. Do not know 1 material possessions, It is likely that while their basic needs can be
19.  Absence of racial discrimination 1T ed in Australia, their primary worries can be eliminated. On this
90 nt. it becomes clear why 37.5% of non-educated and 46.7% primary-
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educated gave ‘Freedom’ as a response as opposed to 25.0% and 233
respectively who stated ‘Social Services/Economic Security’.

Having indicated the two most highly valued qualities in Austrg
for the Lebanese migrants, other qualities tend to be seen as superfiuoy .
of lesser importance, or incomprehensible. This is particularly so as §
as the non-educated grouping is concerned; while absolutely no respon
was obtained in the ‘Other’ category, as many as 25.0% indicated th
they ‘Don’t know" what the best thing about living in Australia is.

2. Unfavourable Attitudes to Australia, by Education

TABLE S

Unfavourable Aspects of the Australian

Like favourable responses, the afore-mentioned replies to unfavourable
§péCtS of the Australian culture were numerous and diverse. The re-
rcher was compelled to aggregate such responses into further cate-
jes for the purpose of effective cross tabulation. The responses are
mined in detail while taking into account crucial factors such as edu-
jonal background and age differences.

TABLE 6 '

Perceiyed Worst Feature(s) of Life in Australia;
by Level of Education

rst Feature of Level of Education

Culture in Australia None/Primary  Secondary  Tertiary
ultur
exual Permissiveness 29.4% 18.4% _
Responses Oir;qe:'egﬁ:e nfriendliness (includ-
P ng discrimination) 17.6% 34.2% 75.0%
1. Id_iascc::l;p?iz;amlly ties — lax familial . ack of spiritual
2. Hedonism/Materialism 1 alues 33.3% 23.7% 16.7%
3. Sexual permissiveness 17 ther 9 9
4.  Necessity to compromise Lebanese 17.6% 23.7% 8.3%
identity 4 100% 100% 100%
5. Inflation 5
6.  Excessive emphasis on sport 1 38 40 12
7.  Discrimination 8 _ .
8.  Neglect of the aged 1 x =156.33040 df=6 sig.=.01 N=890
9.  Drunkenness 4
10. Divorce rate 1
11, Trivial life style 5 . A . -
12.  Weather 5 e resu.ItS in Table 6 indicate that a significant association does exist
13. Apathy towards migrants 2 en Primary, Secondary and Tertiary groups regarding the main dis-
1; Ro r;]gt know Z tage that they perceive concerning fife in Australia. Of the four
16' F;)atgr::}gntation of social ties 13 nses given, the most relevant to our analysis is related to “Unfriend-
17: oo 5 a category to which other similar responses such as “Avoidance”
18. Lack of free time 3 nse of Superiority on the part of Australians” were aggregated.
19. Poor medical care 1
3(1) Pe|ln|quency : respect to the three different groups, the responses concerning
22. Frzgtcc)) rl';eaz)s:k 1 liness of Australians point in the expected direction. The pro-
23: Evorvtaing 1 of responses on this item increases in a positive correlation with
ducational qualifications, and diminishes with lower qualifica-
90
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Question: Have you ever been discriminated against persony),
Immigration and Government Officials?

TABLE 7

Discrimination Experienced from Immigration and
Government Officials; by Level of Education

Level of Education

Pl:li::r/y Secondary Tertiary
Yes 2.6% 7.5% 25.0%
No 97.4% 92.5% 75.0%
38 40 12
x =6.36046 df =2 sig.=.04 N=90

The proportion of Tertiary respondents (75.0%) was very hj
ratings regarding unfriendliness relative to secondary educated (3
and primary educated (17.6%). Apparently, persons with a high sta
of education are more sensitive towards matters involving social rel
ships., Other responses such as ‘Lack of spiritual values’ (16.7%
‘Other’ (8.3%) were less significant. The results suggest that p
with a low level of education signified a low response (17.6%)f
friendliness, possibly because of its superfluity to other matters
as lack of spiritual values and sexual permissiveness, “

With respect to the latter item the reverse patte>rn is observed
tertiary educated respondents signified absolutely no response 0
matter. As an example of the gulf between the sexual mores of th
cultures, one may take the seemingly trivial example of the we
slacks by females. In the Middle East the wearing of such attire
demned by conservative villagers, both because of its sexual "su

iveness’” and because of its implications of challenge to the male
remacy,

One of the most typical types of response is related to what I
non-educated Lebanese consider lack of spiritual values (33.3%)
ing lack of family ties and laxity in the upbringing of children.
group it seems obvious that the main concern is to maintain a tradi
structure among members of the extended family; whilst the raf
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response diminished gradually as the educational standards improved.

Figures illustrated in Table 2 are as striking in their tendency as those
in Table 1. The proportion of tertiary educated respondents who indicated
that they have been discriminated against by government officials {25.0%)
is significantly higher than either secondary (7.5%) or primary/uneduca-
ted groups (2.6%). The question of whether the first group are merely
less inhibited in their responses, or actually feel that they have been dis-
criminated against, perhaps needs further investigation,

Conclusion

The ‘interplay between the educational variable and the variety of
attitudes towards Australia as expressed by the Lebanese immigrants
is statistically supported.

Levels of education were observed to be a determining factor in the
types of attitudes the sample displayed towards the Australian culture.
Thus persons with a higher education gave responses associated with
social and ethical issues while persons with low qualifications associated
their responses with material and personal needs,

The educational and linguistic differences between the groups analysed
will most probably narrow with the maturity of the second generation
as they develop a distinct outlook and code of ethics, and as they play an
increasing role in communication between the Lebanese and Australian
cultures.
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