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ABSTRACT 

TI1I1 discovery and b'\lbs�'quenl commercial eXploitation of oil in lhe Arabian Gulf 

region has brought profound and far-reaching change to Ihe peoples of the area. 

What has happened has been nothing shorl of a trunsfonnation from desert 

shcikhdoms into modem nution states;· The Sultanate ofOmlln is onc of those states. 

Although Omlln is not a major oil producer in world terms, i� has heen able to use its 

oil revenues nWl" the past thr�'C (icl"lldl.'S to finance the cstabli.�hment of a modem 

intrastructure and to develop its social and economic systems. Notwithstanding the 

success of Oman's national development efforts thus far, significant challcnges lie 

chcm/. 

Perhaps the most significunt of these challenges is the need to expand and diversify 

the: �'COnomy so as to continue the process of national development but at the same 

time move away from the dominance of the public s�'Clor and the dependence on oil 

revenues. If this challenge is to be met, it will require Imge numbers of suitably 

educated and trained people in a range of disciplines ineluding accounting 

technicians, the personnel who support qualified nccountMls in organisations large 

ond smnll. 

This Portfolio examines a unique vocational education initiative set up 10 train 

accounting tCl::hnicians, the Accounting Diploma Program at Sultan Qaboos 

University in Oman. The Program was eSlablished by the government in 2000 to 

troia 1,000 young Omani citizens as accounting technicians, after which time it was 

planned to be discontirued. Despite its temporary nature, the Program has been a 

vital part of Oman's efforts to equip its workforce with the skills necessa'.y for 

success in the twenly-first century. In doing so, the Progrom has contributed 10 the 

processes of national development and economic diversification described above. 

This Portfolio documents and describes the Accounting Diploma Program al Sultan 

Qaboos University in anticipation of its impending closure, so l'IS to add 10 the slore 



of koowkdge. The Portfolio also argues that the work of the Pr'.lgmm should be 

continued after 1Is planne,l closure by the establishment of a new and improved 

replacement pmb'fnm. Finally, the Portfolio Cl<amines important themes including 

globali�ution, marketisntion nnd priVlltisation in education, modem views of 

curriculum and pedagogy and educational leadership and management SOIl� to show 

how they will impact upon the establishment of any possible replacement for the 

present Accounting Diploma Program. 
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technical education with a view to establishing an educational system that can 

produce the skilled and motivated workers needed by modem economies. 

This Portfolio is concerned with one example of the type of educational responses 

mentioned above, the Accounting Diploma Program offered by Sultan Qaboos 

University in the Sultanate of Oman. 

An introduction to the Sultanate of Oman 

The Sultanate of Oman is a small, developing nation occupying the southeast comer 

of the Arabian Peninsula in the oil-rich Arabian Gulf region. It has a coastline 

extending 1,700km from the Strait of Hormuz in the north, to the border of the 

Republic of Yemen in the south and it overlooks three seas - the Arabian Gulf, Gulf 

of Oman and the Arabian Sea. Oman's neighbours are the Kingdom of Saudi 

Arabia, the United Arab Emirates and the Republic of Yemen (Ministry of 

Information, 2004a). 

Oman 
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