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Abstract

Since the late eight.genth century, the Western ohservatioﬁ'_ of the East has been
based on shared ontological and epis_lemo]ogi_cai assumptions maﬂe by the;'West of the
East as different and as the “Other”. Said’s concept of Oriertalism revolutionized
~ Western understanding of non-Western cultures by showing how Western projected
images shaped thé. Occidental view of the Orient_. Although much has been ;vritten about
the West’s perception of the East as “Other” {2.g. Said and Schirato), to date, Jitile has
. been written dealing with the West' from the “Eastern” viewpoint, This thesis will

examine the concepts of Orientalism (the perception of the Orient as Other) and
Oceidentalism, which Yao views as Oricma]ish in reve.rse, and apply it to the study o.f
Australian / Singapore relations. It will specifically lock at the way in whicﬁ Augtralia is
reported in Singapore’s main English newspaper, 7he Srm.f!s Times, Australian events
-are perceived to'__be of importance not only to tlie Singapcrean reader but to

Australian/Singapore relations,

Although the notion of the “Other” can mean different things to diffefgm people, [
have chosen, for the purpose of this thesis to use Said’s definition, which has to do with

Western perception of the East as Other.

The princip.le question that arises from tﬁe situation of Othering s, quite simply,
why does The Strafrs Times, and by lmpltcatmn the Smgapore government choose to
“Other” Austraha m a remarkably conswtent manner? 1 have attempted to. answer this
comp]ex questlon by ICIDkI_I‘Ig at past events in the history of Australlam“Smgapqre

‘relations which have affected this relationship in a number of identifiable areas which



i

include economics, cultural exchanges, education, tourism and politics and which have
been reported in a number of specific articles dealing with Australia in the Singapore

press,

In respect to Australia and Singaporé, there is, as y.gt, ne full Iength.work
detailing the current discourses which arise f_mt of the “Othering” of Australia by the
Singapore media. Relations between Singapore and Austratia are of strategic importance
in a number of areas including the economy, defence and regional relations. The reports
of Australia that I will analyse present Australia in very specific ways which, I will argue,
amounts to a form of “QOthering”. Moreover, this analysis clearly shoﬁs the negd for

further research info such complex relationships.
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Chapter 1: Introduction

This thesis examines the ways in which The S!rair.s' Times, Singapofé’s major .
English language newspaper, has reported Australia over a period of time. The mam
reason for focusing on this newspaper rather than other media is because The Straifs
Times is._ perceived to articulate government policy on virtually all issues (Birch, 1993,
p. 18).. The holding company Singapore Pres.s. Ho]dingé that owns and manages thé
paper is controlled by the Singaporehn government. T_herefore we can assume that
what is said in the newspaper approximates closely Singapore government sentiments.

With regard to Alstralia this will be demonstrated to be the case.

Relations between Singapore and Australia are of slrateéiﬁ import:a_nce ina
number ;. of area;s including the economy, def’eﬁﬁe and regional. .re[ationsf:f '
Consequ.'ently we could anticipate Australia being reported either favnurahlﬁ, or at the

. very Ieaéf, cbjectively. However, as [ will &monstraﬁe this is not the case. The
' reports uﬁ Australia 1 will .analyse present AListraIia in ..very spe:ciﬁc way':.i .which r

will argug, amounts to a furm of "Othering”. The principle questmn that anses f‘rom

this situation is qulte 51mply, why does The S!rams Times, and by 1mp]1catlon the
' Smgapore government, choose to “Other” Australia in a remarkably consistent .

manner?

Since the late eighteenth centufy, the Wéstem oﬁsewation of‘ the Eas:t.has been .

- based oﬁ éhared ontological and episfémo]ogical assumptions madé% by the West of the-
East as different and as the “Other” (Said, (978, p. 2). Althougi] the notion of the
“Other” can mean different things to different people, I have choéén for the purpose
of this thesis, to use Said’s (1978) definition. In the Western tradltlon of Othering, the
“Other” encompasses all which ‘is not male, whlte and 11I:|eral’ (Mlnh Ha, 1989).
~ This means that women culture and pcaple of all races may be cuns;dered dlﬂ‘erent_

and therefore the “Other" hy Europeans Thls process ts extremely complex and takes



many forms. One significant type of Othering is analysed at great [ength by Edward
Said in his seminal work Orientalism (1978). As Said argues, “Continued investment
made Orientalism, as a system of knowledge about the Orient, an accepted grid for
filtering through the Orient into western consciousness” (1978, p. 6). The notion of
Othering is based on what sets people apart from what s considered the nornt; in
short, it is based in a sense of difference at many levels, including culture and race.
This thesis is about the Othering of Australia in the Singaporean press. T:he concepts
employed in this thesis are based on the wo’fk of Said (1978}, Yao (1994)_; Schirﬁtb
(1994) and applied to the textual analysis of the Singaporean press reports of

Australia, luoki'ng at three specific topics/aress, namely:

* Values, Race and Moi‘é]ity: Comparing ‘Australia in Asia;
s The Economics of Othering in a regional context;
¢ Events and matiers surrounding / concerning the race debate and Pauline Hanson

and the influence they have had tn contemporary issues of Othering.

This study will ex#mine the portraya_l. of Australia in the Singapore press in
regard to these issues. It will highlight specific examples in the press reports of The
Straits Times, Singapore’s main English daily newspaper. The news reports chosen
for analysis were selected based on criteria that the reports were topicﬁl, releverit,
timely and well-._written. The analysis will show quite clearly that Australia has been.
constructed as “Other” in the Singapore medta The question, however, is why has
this happened? . Clearly there is no simple or singular answer to such a complex
question, However, I shall aftempt an answer by looking at past events in history of
AuslralianfSingépore relations which have affected this relationship in a number 'oF
identifiable areas including economics, cultural exchanges and pollt' ol issues whtch
have heen reported in a number of specific articles dealmg with Austraha in the'
Singapore press; from 1988-1996, These articles dedl specifically with Australlan

eventg; that are percewed to be of -1mp0rtance to both the Singapore reader at one



level, and Australian/Singapore relations at another, Over 273 issues of The Strails
Times have been surveyed and a number of articles have been identified as relﬁting to
the issue of the Othermg of Australla and have been categorized thus: mto the

follﬂwmg groups (NB: The Straits Times amcles analysed in this thesis are listed in

chronological order in Appendix 1): _

Topic- o | Number | Dates Analys_é;d

regional relations v " | 92 | May20, 1988,

: ' : May 14, 1993,
June 24, 1993;
June 26, 1993,
March 2, 1994;
April 1, 1994,
March 22, 1994;
September 18,.1996,

Australian affairs . 80 June 19, 1993,

" - August 21, 1993;
November 3, 1993;
December 7, 1993;
January 24, 1994;
January 235, 1994;
September 23, 1996;
September 25, 1956;
October 5, 1996;
October 8, 1996;
October 9, 1996;
October 12, 1996;
October 14, 1996,
October 15, 1996,
QOctober 25, 1994,
October 31, 1995;
November 1, 1996;
MNovember 5, 1996,
November 11, 1996;
November 14, 1996;
November 15, 1996,

moral and cultural values {of Australians) 7 + | May28, 1988.'_-
sexﬁaiity _ - . 9 May28, 1988, -

racism _' - 14 | Juty20, 1989; -




racism (cont.)

tourism

immigration

media

exoticism

science and.technology

(Australia’s) interference in domestic affairs

international relations

economic relations

accidents and disasters

17

10
13
21

27

July 24, 1989,
July 28, 1989,
June 1, 1993.

July 14, 1989,
August 3, 1993,

August 9, 1993;
July 13, 1993,

December 1, 1993,

July 25, 1989;

July 1, 1993;
December 16, 1993,
February 6, 1995;
October 31, 1996;
October 24, 1996;
CQctober 25, 1996,
October 26, 1996,

To place the analysis of this data in a context it is necessary to outline the structure

and role of the media i Singapore and draw out the major finks between the media

and the state as the Singapore government has strong controj over its media- through

regulation and ownership. Moreover, the Singapore government has a long proactive

tradition of using the national media for na'lion-buildiné purposés having designed

and ‘implemented polwles and strategies which see the media mobifised to achieve -

government decreed ends such as family plannmg, language educanon and so on,




Social and Political Context

Over the last two' decades, Singapore has made a name through its “honest
government, rémarkably steady leadership, felatively successful attempts at nation-
buildiﬁg and its obviously free economy” (Clad, 1989, p.125). Yet, it is important: to
undcrfg_tand that underlying this- achievement is, on the part of the Singapore
establi:shment, a perceived vulnerability to Western ‘cultural pollution’ \_;vhich aris;‘;s
from ihe widespread consumption of Western media prodﬁcts by Singaporéan
citizen:s. As Yao (1994) suggests, this perceived vulnérability of' Singapore (and other
nations in the Southeast Asian region experiéncing similar economic growth patt.ét.‘ns
to thoéé of Singﬁpore) articulates the region's ambivalence towards the eicpe'rience of

" modernity (p. 33).

fn the Singaporean context modernity is taken to refgir to the pro.ct.'js_é_of change
associéted with  the r{a_pid expansion of the economy and (he..._l.mderlyihg '
indust_fialisation_ and subsequent c;l.)anges to society. | Giddens (1991) suggests t'\_iro
attributes of “modernity” that have bearing on contem:porary Singapore: industrialism
and capilalism_tp.ls). Modernity. in the first sense :can be understood as roughly
equivalent to "f:_he industrialised world”, whereby industrialism refers to the “social
relatiﬁns impli'éd. in the. widesp't:‘ead use"-'-c.)f material powe._.r and mﬁchinery in
preduction proéesses” {p. 15). Capita]ism offers the second dimension of modemity,
whereby cap:tallsm refers to a “system of commodxty productlon involving both
compet:twe product markets and the commodification of labour power“ (p. 15). The
desire of Southeast Asiari nations such as Singapore to be modern calls for the West
to supply capital, technology and e;cpertise 16 the region, but on fheir own .t'erms (Yao,
1994, p 35). However, the inflow.of capitﬁ]-and ekp'értise also allows for the inflow
of Western values In order to avmd this aspect of the process of axchange of capltal
and expertlse the natlonal govemmenls of Southeast A51a (mciudlng Smgapore) have

adopted strategles to lessen the possmthty of cuhural pollutmn (Yao, 1994 P 44)



Crucial to this process is the construction of the West as Other {or reverse
Orientalism) so as to avoid the values inherent in “the route to modemization” (Yao,
1994, p. 33-34), According to Yao, Singapore’s perceived vulnerability arises out of
a fear that Western media in particular would bring along with it the moral and
cultural values of the West which Singapore sees as undesirable and damaging to
Singapore’s Asiah values, and future economic and social progress, It is necessary to
question why a-nation as economically successful as Singapore would seg itself as
valnerable to Western culfuml production, Clearly there is a strong politi'cal edge to
this, stemming from a desire on the part of iﬁe government to exert control over all
aspects of production and consumption within the sove_feign boundaries of the nation
" state. At the Sanil'e time, given Singapore’s geopolitical and stratégic posit.i.m'l there is
some foundation for this sense of Qu]nerability. The displacement of the geographical
onto the ideological is crucial to our understanding of Singapore énd its relations with

its neighbours, including Australia,

The degree of gdvemmept_al cantral and political ideology over mass
communication in Singapore is well ducumented (Bir"ch, 1993, pp. 17-18; Rodan,
1993, pp. 74-75) As Birch (1993) argl._les. media regulations, repressive Qr
permissive, are merely reflections of the society's political philosophies and goals, In
the cas_é of Singapore it is clear that the goverminent desire to exercise firm control
over all dimensions of ideological work in the state. Governmental contrcl over
Singapore’s press comes i.n the form of licences which media owners may renew
annually on the condition that they agree not to run “any article which is likely to
cause i_l_l-will or misunderstanding between the government and people of Singapore
and the governmént and people of Malaysia; or which is likely to excite communal or

racial emotions, or which glorifies or justifies the use .Ibf violence in politics” '(Lim.',
1985, p. 118), Simi[ar]y, the Singapore Broéd_casting Authority Act (1979) and the
Broadca_sting and Television Act ( 1§63) allox;vs the government not only to take ovér

the functions and powers of broadcasting in emergencies but also allows it to set the
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policies for broadcasting in Singapore (Birch, 1993, p. 18). Of particular note in this
account have been the recent developments in respect to the new communications,

technologies,

Singapore has developed one of the most advanced telecummuhications
infrastructures in Asia... In 1990, telephoﬁe penetration reached 378 per 1,000
population with sales of new cordless phones and zonephones reaching record levels,
The introduction of new fibre optics technology is also currently paving the way for a
moare cost-effective and extensive lelecommﬁnicalions system (Kuo, 1993, pp. 243~
244). In short Singapore has set itself up as the communication hub of the region -
{Goonasekera & Holaday, 1993). Paradoxically the claims made for these new
technologies in the West all emphasize the democratic nature inherent in their use and
attempts to control them have been vigorously opposed. However, in Singapore the
government has soughit to apply the same level of control to the new media that it has

exercised in respect to the old media (Latif, 1996, p. 335).

People in Singabore are active media users. Eight daity newspapers share a
total circulation of 777 000 per day. lts circulation rate of 289 per 1 000 po.pulation
ranks amongst the highest in Asia (Kuo, 1993, p. 243). The penelfhtion of radios and
televisions into Singapore’s households is practically universal. Most households
own several radic receivers, and a second television set is being added by many
middle-class families for more “personalized” viewing (Kuo, ]993; 'p. 243), _Wi(h the
increase in the standard of living, the computer, now widely recognized by
Singaporeans as a potent instrument of media and less of a luxury item, is also finding
its.way into Singaporean homes (Kuo, 1993, p, 243).. :Further, thére is evidence to -
suggest that the Internet has been enthusiastically embraced by Siﬁgapcreans {Latif,

1996, p. 334).



It has been claimed that much of Singapore’s political and economic success
can be attributed to the government's active policies in regard to nation-building
{Rodan, 1993, pp. xi-xii), National campaigns such as the “Speak Mandarin”
Campaign (1980}, which enforced the notion of a unified nation striving towards the
same goals thl;ough a comprehensive language policy is a case in point, Campaigns
are used to aid in Singapore’s nation-building process and provide the government
with a rhetorical tool which can ‘be used 1o comr;iunicate with the popu[ation.,
persuade them to changé their attitudes and behaviour (Quah, 1984, p, 116). They
may also be used as a means for checking the spread of Eenain “undesirable”

practices, habits, or values among the local population (Quah, 1984, p. 303).

~ The first “Speak:Mandarih" campaign was initiated in 1980, with the s]ogah
“Speak More Mandarin, Less Dialect”. It was constructed by .the government as a
wnifying discourse to bring together disparate Chinese communities and provide é.
lingua franca amongst the Chinese population (Siddique, 1989, p. 568), In 1980, the
Chinese community in Singapore {then 76 per cent of the population) consisted of
43.1 per cent Hokkien, 22.0 per cent Teochew, 16.5 pér cent Cantonese, 74 per ceﬁi
Hakka, 7.1 per cent Hainanese, 1.7 per cent Foochow, 0.7 per c_.ént Henghua, 0.8 per
cent “Shanghai-ese” and Others taking up the'remaining 0,7 per c;em (Siddique, 1989,
p. 567). The 1985 campaign slogan “Mandarin is Chinese”, illustrates further the
percéived need to promote Mandarin over the other Chinese diatects, This second
campaign (p.9..5) initiated and administrated by the government can be read in two
ways. Either the first (1980) campaign was a failure and needed de-iterating or,
conversely, that it was so succcssfﬁl that the government realised that structured and
coherent ideologicat campaigns serves the gdvemmenfs arm and should therefore be
pursued vigofqusiy and consisten_tly. A@cording to Birch (1993), the bringing
togefher of these Chinese communities uﬁder the ;‘one umbrella” .(:Jf Mandarin
functioned effectively és a meanjs of kee:p_ing the -issue of 2 Singaparé identity

constantly in focus. Birf_ih claims, 'however, that it has little to do with cultural roots



and Chinese traditions but everything to do with the “larger, politically constructed, '

crisis of how to protect the reified myth of the vulnerability of Singapare” (p. 71).

The early nation hui]ding campaigns are indelibly linked to the stewardship of
Lee Kuan Yew, Singapore’s first ane M:msler, and subsequently Senior Mlnlster in
the new government, The new Prlme Muuster Goh Chok Tong has contmued the:
practice of mobilising the citizens of Smgapure through media campalgns to support.
the Lee government’s policies, A recent campm gn has sought to instill the ‘notion of -
an Asian identity in the: Smgaporean people Goh’s three main goals for the future

success of Singapore are :

» Toget Smgaporeans to feel more deeply for Smgapore so that ﬂley
will not emigrate. : .

e To practice a more constructive, participatory-style democracy.

+ To enhance Singapore’s dynamism and fighting spirit to face
challenges from “unsetiling changes™ to come in the world and in
the region, '

(Birch, 1993, p. 5)

Gol’s future plans for Singapore highlight the intention of the ;_Singapore___
government to establish a strong national identity for economic and political reasons,
Aside from the three main goals, Goh also hopes.io secure a beiter future for

Singapore by

¢ sustaining its economic growth,
» seeking new challenges,

. belng more creatwe and

o for Singaporeans to “work closely and eﬂ'ecuvely amongst lhemselves and w1th
the1r neighbours”, :

(Birch, 1993,’ PP. 5-6)
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Clearly Goh feels it necessary 1o continue the agenda first articulaled by Lee, who is

the crucial figure in modern Singapore history.

Lee Kuan Yew was appointed Prime Minister when the People’s Action Party
(PAR). first took offices in 1959, and was responsible_. f’o_r impiementing fhe lougﬁ
regimes which skaped Singapore into the successful city state it is today. Although hé
stepped down és Prime Minister in November 1990, he has continued to be an
important figurehead in Singapore, and is generally recognized as an international
statesman, for some the “voice” of Asia. Leé’s views, though regularly criticized in
~ the West from the left are also scen’ by the right 10 often hold elements of truth and
fogic that should be applied to Australia. A repurter.- for The Ausiratian Financial
Re\r:'elﬁ, writing -in responﬁe to Lee.‘_s (April 18, 1994) lecture to Australians puts i_l
thus, “Uncomfortable and prediciable as his lecturing may have been, the éorrectnesé

of his general anzlysis is ﬁnquestioned" (April 20, 1994, p.16).

During Lee’s visit to Australia in 1994, he advised Australians that in order
for Australia to z:achieve similar econoniic: success to that experi_enced by" Singapore
and that of other newly industrialised economies, they had to hasten’ economic

restructuring (The Australian, April 19, 1994, p, 13),

Lee has n.ever hesitated to speak his mind and offer advice. This, along with
his methods of government, has over the years, drawn a fair amount of criticisms from
the US and from other Western nations (Latif, 1996, pp. 321-322). Central to Lee’s
style has been a willingness to use the media for his party’s political ends, which has.
invelved not only the a.;omrol of production but -also the control -of media
consun.l'l':utinn. According to Birch (1993), the relationship between media a'ﬁd societj
- is often reciprocal: the media systehl c'reéted.by a nation often shapes that society.’
Although this theory appears reductionist, it Hnlds an efement of truth in fhe case of

Singapore. The media- in Singapore is “influenced by a “totalitarian-style
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government.” {p. 7). “The ability of the lacal press to do a better job depends on the
environment the government allows or encourages in Singapore” (¥The Straits Times,
21 July, 1985 (c.ited in Birch, 1993, p. 7)),  Other voices “tend to be positioned as
anomalies to the dominant, government driven discourse, and so attention is still
focused,_through the aromalies, upon that d.d.minant'discourse“- (Birch, _'1993, p. ’f).
These bolicies .have been extended to inclﬁde media produceﬂ heyond.the actual
boundaries of Singapore. A number of cases where non-Singaporean media have
been éhallenged. by the Si.ngapore government through legal and extra-legal means are
now well documented, "'__Tl'.c most notable is the case of Christopher Lingle, the
American academic wh.t‘:_» crilicisr:éd the Singaporeaﬁ judiciary obliquely in the
Imiernational Herald Tribunal leading toa cf-)un case where he and four other pani.e_s
were ﬁned by the Singaporean courts (Latif, 1996, p 326). Tﬁus the strategy has
‘been to control not only the production and censumption of Jocal neﬁs but also
international news flows as well (C.lad. ]989}. Singa[ipre‘s stringent censorship laﬁ's

have resulted in reslricted__ distribution of foreign publications (Clad, 1989, p. 135),

"By contfast there is a percaplion that t.hc media'fn Auslralia differ greatly from
that of Slngapore Underplnmng, the Australian media is a belief in the “freedom“ bf‘
speech and the press. Thesc absolutes are frequently breached in practice but
nevertheless the Singapore government views them as constituting :a Westqrn
liberalist position at odd§ with the .funcliun of the media which, in the Singaporean
context, are viewed as necessary'. tools in the enunéiation of government policy.
According to Lgé Hsien Loong, Trade and Industry Minister of Singapore", the role of
the mass media “is to inform the people of gc::wemment: policies” (Birch, 1993, p. 21),
Such views lead to tight and heavy control cwer the medla in Smgapore that stem, m
part, from the fear ofpolltlcal ref‘orms that could pressunze fhe PAP mto subscnbmg

" tothe West's f‘orm of democratlc govemmcnt
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Whether democracy is a “Western” concept or whether an ‘ Asian’ democracy
exists forms part of a debate about the ‘Asian way’., The ‘Asian way’ and Asian
values are based on the feachings of Confucius, emphasising the central role of the
family unit, respect for parents and elders and the good of the collective over that of
the individual "(I.:‘?.'e Straits Times, November 16, 1996, P- 38)." The Sinéaporean
government has adopted ;md modified these ;:Srecepts to suit the modern nation state”
and rejects many of the Western liberal democratic ideas, belié_ving, instead, that
f‘reed_om of expression is undesirable, that the rights of the iﬁdividual must be
respected insofar as they do not impinge on the greater rights of tile commuﬁity asa _.
wholé, and that decisions are reached by con;.sensus. not confrontation (??ré Age, 21

April, 1994, p. 14).

The idea of Asian societies having a different :set of values from those of
Western societies is not a new one,- The notion of an Asian cultural identity and
Asian values is instilied by the Singapore povernment in Singaporeans in ac_cordance '
with the government’s ideologies. It may be seen as a political ploy employed by the
Singapore government to aid in '_'nation-building through the establishing of a
recognisable national identity. Singapore identity is constructed around the idea of a.
united nation created from racial, ethnic, linguistic and cultura) differences aiming for
the same goals determined by the government. This is clearly seen in the words of |

Singapore's National Anthem:

Onward Singapore

We, the people of Singapore
Together march towards happiness
Our noble aspiration

To make Singapore a success

Let us all unite

In & new spirit

Together we proclaim

Onward Singapore

Onward Singapore
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The notion of a constructed identity signaling the idea of belonging (Birch,

1993, p. 2) is also emphasised in Singapore’s Pledge:

We, the citizens of Singapore, pledge
ourselves as one united people, _
regardless of race, language or religion,
1o build a democratic saciety based on
justice and equality, so &5 to achieve’
happiness, prosperity and progress for
our nation

Much has been writien about the West’s perception of the East as “Other”
(e.z. Said (1978} Schirato (1994)), but to da.tle, little is written dealing with the West
from the “Eastern” vieWpoim. In respect to Australia and Singapﬁre there ié, as yet,
no full length work detailing the éurrent discourses which arise out of the “Othering”
of Australia by the Singapore media. To some extent, the view that Singapor.e has of -
Australia will be shaped by Australia’s racist past. It will also be shaped; as Yao
(1994) says, by an ambivalence towards thé-_experiencé of moderﬁity {p. 33), which,
in this context, refers 1o Singapore's uncertainty about the effects of the economic,
cultural and political changes it has undergone in the past two decades. It is also
shaped by the discourse in Australia; about how "racist" ‘Australia is today.
Singaporean Occidentalism duesn't just emérge from a vacuum, it is the result of a
number of intersecting cultural, historical and social forces within Singapore and

within Australia, and within the world at large.

The Singapors government sees itself as having an active role in the local,
national, regi'ona[ and ‘global fields (Latif, 1996, p. 334-335). 1t has attempted to
construct a Singaporean identity that reflects its percepﬁdn of this role. H_oWever, in

order to construct this identity it has formulated strict policies of control that take
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many forms (Birch, 1993, p, 40), The “technology of power”, according to Birch, is
used Simply in different ways “to produce those already well-established hegemonic
domains of objects and rituals of truth” (1993, p.40). Privatisation, for example, .is
viewed by the_. Singapore government as. simply a greater  acknowledgment of

- commercial possibilities while still retaining governmem contral (Birch, 1993, p. 40).

"~ The Singapore government never Ioéé_s sight of the fact that it is"a small state
in & populous region, where Chinese are ethnically alien, Consequently Si'ngapore has
adopted a foreién policy of neutrality and non-a]ignmént within the region, believihg
that the dominance of one major:power i5 ‘not in the best interests of the regiﬁn
(Chew, 1991, p."357). Although ciéiming (6 be non-aligned ahd neUtrai, Singapore
participates in military ﬁrrangcrﬁents with Australiéi, New éealand. Britain and
Malaysia, The Repub]fé of Sinéapore Air Force (RSAF) has been training in
Australia since 1975. In addition, both cdunlries {Australia and Singépore) have
signed .a Defence Science and _. Techno!égy Cooperation Agreement, and a
Memorandum of Understanding at the Shoalwater Bay training area in Australia t_é
strengthen bilateral cooperation and enhance regional_ links, suggesting a desire on
both Singapore and Australia’s part to establish good relationsﬁ{ﬁw Straits Times,
March 22, 1994, p. 3). These agreements to some extent urndermine Singapore’_s
claim of non-alignment thﬁs emphas.i.'sing the prajnatic nature of the PAP’s agenda, . [
would argue that the desire to control Singapore's destiny extends beyorfd internal
matters, hence the defence agreement with--Australia, which, paradoxichlly makes

Australia crucial to the continuance of Singapore’s prosperity.

Although the PAP govemment of Singapore often expresses gratilude towards
Australia in ml[ltary matters (The Straits hme.s, October 22, 1996), Lee Kuan Yew' s
- continuous at{acks on Australian soclety suggesl that thls gramude masks ant uneasy
relatlonshlp between the two nations which is emblematic of Easb'West relatlons in

general, At the heart of lhls unease is the problem oE‘ modemlty identified by Yao
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The need for economic development calls for, what Yao (1994) terms, the “courting
of the benefits of modernity”, which are, Western education, technology, foreign
capital, and the ideologies of nationalism and liberal democracy (p. 44), the

govemnments of Southeast Asian nations nonetheless put up a selective enclosure in
the attempt to seal off what they perceive as “undesirable imports from the West”
{Yao, 1994,.p. 44), However, globalization, with its “rapid flow of goads; capital,
people, information, ideas, and cultures across nations and societies”, has niﬁcie thisa

difficult task (Yao, 1994, p. 44).

Asian governments such as Singapore view the moral attitudes and qualities of
the West as totally opposite from thase desired by Asian societies (Yao, 1994, p. 33-
34). That is why attempts have been made (in Singapore’s case, by the Television
Corporation of Singapore) to produce programmes encouraging local values and '
culture. From an Asian perspective Australia is prosperous, with a high standard of
living, great potential, and room for expansion. However, its views in such topics as
welfare, sexuality and family matters like tliose originating from other nations in the
West, are perceived as damaging to the more traditional “Asian values”. Similarly,
problems associated with the mass media, such as its alleged negative moral impact
and its use and abuse of power, are seen as emerging from lhe. West, The West
becomes a space of that which Asia is nof, boih morallf and culturally (Yao, 1994, p.
39). Yao argues persuasively that t.he discourse of “cultural pollution” really has to do

with the feelings of Asian societies towards the experience of modernity,

for all the talk about cultural pollution and invasion of Western media
really articulates a profound unease about the experience of modernity.
The social censtruction of mass media is arguably a response which
attempts to manage and deflect such an experience. Mt is a construction
that draws on and feeds into the new posture of Scuth-East Asia in the post
colonial world, and actively creates the Wast as the moraily ambiguous
Other.

(1994, p, 34),
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Attempts by the Singapore government to control the flow of foreign media
inte Singapore stems from the fear that the media originating from the West
encompasses all the perceived undesirable qualities of the West and the power to
intrude upon, and threaten; Asian Fj-:ielies and their traditional values. This is the
reason for the implementation of media regulations by ﬂle Singapore government to
restrict the flow of the media from the West, despite Singapore's desire to éncompaéé

 the benefits of modernity. -

Singapore’s Newspaper and Printing Presses (;ﬁmendment) Act was passed
on Sepfember 1, 1986 to allow the Minister for Communications and Information to
restrict the sales or distribution of foreign publications which have been declared to
intrude'_;_i.n the domestic politics of Singapere by the Government of Singapore. The

regulations on this are quite explicit. Any media deemed to be:

o publishing material intended for Singapore readers to generate
political, ethnic and religious conflict and unrest,
¢ indulging in slanted, distorted or partisan reporting,
persistently refusing to publish the Government's replies to refute
misreporting and baseless allegations,
(Informatmn Dmsnon 1988, p. 16) -

may be proscribed, OF course the prablem is, who ]udges whelher an amcle forments
ethnic unrest or presents a slanted view of Singapore? The answer is equally 51mple

 the Singapore bureaucracy. In this simple but effective way the circulation and
consumption of international information is controlled and the possibility of ‘cultural
pollution’ kept at bay. While the term “gatekeeper” was originally used in .American
social psychological and sociological traditions “to describe those personnel, such as
editors, who occupy stfategic decision-making positions within news media.
organizations™ (.O’Sullivan'et al,, 1991, p‘97),.Singapore’s ultimate gatekeeper is the
Government. The strategies for high censnrship are devised through Governmerit
instrumentalities like the éénsorship board, which limits public consumptiéh of news

through self-censorship in"joumalism and banning of foreign newspapcrs} The late
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1980s saw the imposed restriction of distribution for Time, Asioweek, The Asian Wail
‘Street Journal aﬁd the Far Eastern Economic Review in Singapore due o the
Singapoéean authdt‘ities’ claim that the publications were “engaging in the domestic
“policies of Singapore” (Clad, 1989, p.135). The desire ta control the circulation of all
information, both domestic. and foreign suggests a contradiction is at work withi_f_l_the

Singaporean political formation which revolves around the issue of identity.

Notions of'_.identity are often constructed in terms of a set of binaries which: are

hierarchical:

Strong Weak
. Good -Bad

Civilized | Barbaric

(Schirato, 1994, p;47):. '

Accarding to Said (1978, p. 3), European (Western) culture gained in strength and
identity by setting itself off against the Orient as a sort of surrogate and even
underground self, As a term of discourse, “Othering”. implicates the self,’ot'her binl:_ary
in Lacan (1968) in which signifier-signified relations are replaced by signifier-
signifier 6nes‘ In line witﬁ Anderson’s (199_1) idea of a nation as an “imagined"”
community (see Chapter 2), Lacan’s register of the “imaginary” is critical to the
existence of the Other. The *Oriental’ is alwairs produced as an ‘Other’, which helps
to provide and guarantee the idenity of the Westem subject (Schirato, 1994, p.4d),
The Oriehtal, often pnnrayed by Western disc.ourse as lazy, untrustworthy, sexuvally
depraved, lacking spirituality and barbaris, becomes & gﬁarantee,'not only of Western
identity, but of the superior “value” of that ider___i'_tity (Schirato, 1994, p.46). ‘Not only is

the Western subje'c:t diff’eréhtiated' by histher skin colowr, terms of culture (ie.,
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political organization or systems of government, region, cluthes), also come into play

(Schirato, 1994, p.46).

Schiratb’s argument can be-used to aid in the ﬁhderstanding of liow Australia
is Othered in the Singapore media,. "By settmg itself against Auslra!ta, Smgapore not'
only estabhshes its own tdentlty but the oﬂen negative \uew of Australla employed by:
its press helps to guarantee its "superlor set of values For example, in. the artlcle'_"
“Cut migrant intake, urges Aussie opposmon teader” (The S!mus Times, Augusl 9,
1993, p. 1), Mr Tim Fischer {Deputy Prime Minister and leader of Auslralla ]
conservative National Party) argued when he was :n oppcsumn that ‘Australia’ s
immigration policy was the cause of economic recession. He alsa questloned the -
natmnal policy on multiculturalisti, calling for a teview and stahng that he had a'
problem with "aggresswe funding of every ethnic organisation which puts its hand up .
to pursue a f‘drin of promotion of things” not central to mainstream Australia. This -
view of multlculturahsm contrasts sharply w1th the view faken oftius concepl by the
Singaporean govemment Singapore’s po]lcy has always been to promote a_"_
multiculturaf society, encourag,:ng equal opporiunity for all citizens |rrespectwe of N
race of gender, Multlculturallsm in Smgapore is percewed as a crucial dimensson of
rule _because it avoids the potential for elhmc_: and racial d:shar_x_nony which would
undesmine economic staBi]ity. Tllis'“' article implies, thrmigh the diﬁerence of opinion,
that Sihgapore 1s superior, The toné of the al;ti'clc, like :'inany othérs I will a:néllyse in:
the course of the thesis, Especiai]yl—; those having to déz'with the moral and cultural
values of Australians, implics that Singapore is supesior to Australia in the matter of
race relations. This imp]iéd superiority, which is signified more by the tone of the
]anguage than actual statements, is important to the percewed process of Othermg

that Ithmk the Smgapore press mdu[ges in respect to Australla

The concept of the “Other” is a comp-lex one and it is not enough merely to -

state: the 1mpl1cat10ns of the self'.-’mher blnary in re]atlon to the govemment and the
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media. Rather, it is equally important and eigniﬁcant to understand how the
' govemrnent uses the media to support the dominant ideologies in Singepore as well as
how Aus_ti'alia is becoming the Western ‘;Other”. According to Iwabuchi (1994),
Orientalist discourse distinguishes between the West and t:he East, us‘ and “eﬁem",
whereby “‘their” Otherness is always spoken about in terms of the difference from

us’; ‘our’ superiority is unmarked by marking ‘their” inferiority” {p. 49).

Central to my argument is the percepuon that there isa contmdictlon in the
policies ofthe Slngapore go\remment in respect to modemlsatmn On the one hand
'they desnre all of the benefits oE‘tl‘us process 1ncludmg economlc prosperlty, selentlf ic
development and Westem slyle educatlon On the other hand they do not desn‘e the
.cultural baggage lhat comes with lhlS process; the social atumlsatlon meludmg the
“breakdown of the f‘amlly that they claim to have witnessed in the West. This
contradiction is encompassed in what Yao calls the problem of modemny whleh I
would argue is a clash between_ the economic facters and culture. In order to resolve
:the contradiction the Singapore goveenment, like its counterparts in Maltaysia and
Indonesia, have del'iberately.eonstructed__a set of *Asian values’ embodied in the
ﬁledge and nationa.l' anthem as .well as lhe five core values a.'s an antidote to the fear of
‘cultural ﬁollution‘ - In-additien to the carefully. enunciated polices the press.have
been mobilised to augment lhe 1deolog:ea[ thrust of‘ goverament, Parl of this process
is the 1mphmt ‘Othermg of Austraha in The S!rau.s Times’ reports of Australian

affairs,

Chepter two uf this lﬁesis consists of a literature review. It looks at the
dlscourses ‘of Orlentallsm and Occidentalism as well as the, medta ro[es and natlon-
_bmldmg pohcles omegapore Thls chapter draws upon Sald’s (1978) Orwmahsm as

_.well as hns later work “Orlentahsm Reconmdered" (1985) as a startmg pomt ‘and
applles it, to the study of the Smgapure media, Sau:l’s work on how the West had

created the Onent out of nts own power and cultural hegemony allows for an -
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understanding of how the “East” can similarly construct the West from its own
perspective. This chapter will also examine in preater detail Yao’s (1994) notion of
the reverse form of Orientalism, i.e, Occidentalism and will apply this to the study of
Australia as the Other in the press of Singapore. This chapter alsa looks at the
accounts of nation-building as well as the media policies implemented by the

Singapore government in accordance to the dominant ideologies of Singapore.

Chapter three looks at significant instances of Qthering of Australia in- The
Straits Times. 1t looks at the moral and cultural values of Australians and contrasts
them with those of Singaporeans in the attempt to illustrate the process of Othering, It
examines the surrounding discourses, as wéll as the [a.nguage used in each article.
Several Specific examples will be given to illustrate how Australia is Othered in the

Singapore media.

Chapter four examines the economics of Othering. It looks at the process of
Othering as a tool employed by individuals and society to gain controt oﬁ or maintain
the means of production and reproduction, The economic aspect is intrinsic to the
understanding of Gthering, whether this refers to the Othering of individuals or
societies due to race, culture, or even gender, suggesting the process is a result of

- ways of thinking, in order to control these economic means. This chapter will use
several specific examples relating to economic relations to show how Singapore

““QOthers” Australia.

Chapter five looks at matters concerning the racé debate sparked by Australian
politician Pauline Hanson. It examines the particular ways in which her views on
race, ir_nn_ligration_are reported in The Straits Times. It will also look at the way-the
‘recent ew;rents in Australia attributed to her rise to pfominence-.(such as riots, racial

disputes, and so on) are reported. The discourses surrounding her statements will also
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be analysed in an attempt to demonstrate that Hanson has contributed significantly to

the Othering of Australia in recent media coverage of Australia in Singapore.

Conclusion . _

The thesis will conclude with the argument that Australian/Singapore relations
are ambivalent at best due to historical and economic reasbns and that this
ambivalence is expressed in the'way in which Australia is reported in Singapore’s
media, The Straits Times frequently Others Australia and this type of reporting

constitutes a-form of Qccidentalism which is a recent derivative of Orientalism.
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Chapter 2: Literature Search

This chapter will examine the literature relevani to my thesis. In particular it
will critically examine the major warks on the process of Othering and its major
..Flerivative; Orientalism; the problems of moderﬁity; natit;nalism and the Singapore
press  In addition to reviewing this important literature 1 will also take the
opporturity to elaborate my methodology, which is principally an extension of the
ideas of Edward Said (Orienfafism, 1978) and his later work “Orientalism
reconsidered”  (Crlwral Critigue, Fall 1985, Vol. 1, pp. 89-107) applied- to an

analysis of press repotts of 7he Straits Times,

Of particular. interest to this thesis is- the way in which the corcept of
“Orientalism” has been applied in Séulh East Asia in general, and Singapore in
particular. ' Said’s work is of paramount importance to the understanding of how
Orientalism (the perception of the Orient as Other) occurs. It is only by
understanding the Orientalist discourse, applied to the reasons behind Australia’s
treatment and view of Singapore can a parallel analysis (Occidentalism) be drawn. 1
will also examine the term “Occidentalism™ (reverse Orientalism), a concept
developed princip#l[f by Yao (1994), paying parti_cular attention to ifs application to
Singapore and its “policy” of Othering Aﬁstmlia. Finﬁ[]y, 1 will com p’are and contrast
the two concepts before 1 apply tlleﬁ_ to an analysis of Australia / Singapore

relationships.

Othering. -
Bhabha (1983) argues that the colonial construction of Otherness is permeated
by ambivalence because the colonial representation operates in a manner analogous to

the psychoanalytic fetish {p. 27), that is, it
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gives access to an “identity” which is predicated as cwuch on
mastery and pleasure as it is on anxiety and defense, for it is a form
of multiple and contradictory belief in its recognition of. fracial)
difference and disavowal of it This conflict of
pleasurc/unpleasure,  mastery/defense, knowledge/disavowal,
absence/presence has a fundamental significance for colomal
d:scourse '

(1983, p. 27)

It is important to acknowledge _fhat the discursive construction of Othemess is
neither fixed nor éontinuous but al;nbivalent (I_;alvani, 1995, p. 263). Bhabha’s
formulation is significant in that it recdgnizes the twin nic_)des of differentiation, the
racial and the sexual and enables the erotic re'cognitiun. of the Other / threat of
difference to be displaced into alternative fields of power / knowlegge relations and

into an economy of desire productive of power (Lélvani, 1993, p. 263).

The ambivalence that attends the construction of the Other may be identified
with the fact that Orientalism intersects with the structuring themes of other cultural
formations, Accurding to Lowe (1991, p. 8), “The Orient as Other is a literary trope
that may reflect a range of national issues: at one time the race for colonies, at others
clags conflicts and worker’s revolts, changes in sexual rol.es during a time of rapid

industrialisation”,

The construction of the Other results in the formation of national stereotypes
which, accbrding to Hodge (1989, p. 443), serve to construct “unity while sustaining
difference within national groups” and to “mark off those who belong to the nation
from others through their possession of the secret...to read it” Singapore "QOthers"
Australia in that it constructs its national ldentlty as passessmg different values from

those of Australia (and the West)
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Orientalism

Othering occurs to differentiate individuals and societies. Orientalism and
Occidentalism are instances of Othering and arises out of ttie desire of individuals and
societies to distinguish themse_ives and establish notions of identity. These notions of
identity are not fixed but are constructions of the individuél (Said, 1989), What is
considered different to some may not be to others. This fofms an important discourse
in the notion of Othering. Orientalists “promoted the difference between the familiar
(Europe, the West, "us™) and the strange {the Orient, the East, “them™) (Said, 1978, p.
43_). Said introduces the camplements of the Orient and _Orientalism, the Occident
and Occideﬁta]ism when looking at way the Orientalists compared themselves with
the strangers they studied in a way that allowed them to identify and heighten

distinguishing characteristics (Carrier, 1995, p. 2).

Orientalism is also “a way of coming to terms with the Orient.that is based on
the Orient’s special place in European Western ex'perience" (Said, 1978, p.1). "Itcan
refer to what Orientalists da and have done {Said, 1978, p. .2)‘ Orientalism may also
refer to “a style of thought based upon an ontological and epistemological distinction
made between ‘the Orient’ and (most of the time)‘the ‘Occident™ (1978,. p. 2).
Lalvani (1995) points out (as a number of observers have indicated (Moore-Gilbert,
1986; Cliftford, 193'8; Lowc; 1991)) that Said contextualises Orientalism as a
“monolithic discourse that uniformly constructs the Orient in opposition to the
Occident” (p. 263). However, Orientalism is not a “continuous and discrete formation
that constitutes a stable essentialized object, the Orient” but is a heferogeneous and
contradictory discourse (Lalvani, 1995, p. 263). According to James Clifford (1.988),
“any writi:ng...at any period in the history of the Occident that accepis as its sianing
point a basiﬁc dichotomy between East and West and that makes essentialist statements
aBout ‘the Orient, its. people, customs, “mind”, destiny and so on’ is Orienta!_ist {p.
259). Oriel_llalism is also “a Western st);[e for dominating, restructuring, and having

guthority 0_\_:¢er the Orient” (1978, p. 3). The Orient becomes accessible to tht_:'Wesl
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precisely because the West invests resources in acquiring knowledge (details about
institutions, languages, religions, history, customs) and tetling staries (novels, dramas,

scientific treatises, anthropological works, business__brochures) about the Oriental
“object” (Schirat_o, 1994).  As Said (1978) states “Continued inve_slment made
Oriental;ism. as a system of knowledge about the Orient, an accepted grid for filtering
_ through the Orient into western consciousness” (1978, p. 6). Western subjebts,
working out of their various cultural institutions, produce the knowledge and the text
that explains the Orient or Oriental. These explanations allow the West access to the
Orient as informed, authoritative and powerful subjects (Schirato, 1994, p. 45),
Schirato succinctly sums up the central point 1o every Orientalist discourse and
- practice by stating that “The Orient can never - must never - be considered on its own
terms, because to give up wclaims {o knowledge and the right of éxplanation would be
to give uj) on the possibility of wéstern control over the Orient and Orientals” (1994,
p. 46). Similarly,I the East may construct tﬁe West ﬁ'_ém its own viewpoint. This

discourse will be taken up '[_ater in this chapter with Yao's (1994) article on modernity,

Knowledge and power, what. Said ca]is the Baconian themes (1978, p. 32), are
the ability to survey a civilization:from its. origins through its prime and on to its
decline, “The object of such knowledge”, Said poes on to say, is “inherently
vulnerable to scrutiny; this object is a “fact” which, if it develops,. changes, or
otherwise transforms itself in the way that civilizations freque:;l_]y do, nevertheless is
fundamentally, even ontologically stable. To have such knowledge of such a thing is

.to dominate it, to have authority over it” (1978, p. 32). Knowledge and power are
inextricably linked (Gordon, 1980, p. 234), Auslr_ﬁlia desives its perception of

Singapore from preconceived notions established by th_é West of the East.

‘When discussing Singapore/Australia relations many of these concepts come
~into play, Australia’s population consists mainly of white Ang_lo-Saxoné, a mino'_fity

in vhe Asian region. Australians have never viewed themselves as Asians despite the
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geographical proximity it has to Asia, The view taken by Australians of Asians can
be seen as similar 1o the one adopted by the West towards Asia and its inhabitants.
Australian’s concept of Asia wa. “rongly informed by the British view of Asia as
“India and the Far East”. Until the second World War, Australians percgived Asia as
a vast, incomprehensible and menacing mass and Asians as “Asiatics”, “natives”,
“swarms” and ‘.‘hordes". The Chinese were “Chinamen”, “stant-gyed”, “yellow” and
“yellow Peril” and the Asian workers were “coolies” and “cheap labour” (Barwick, et
al (1963}; Cairns (1963); Vandenbosh {1967} and Wilkes (1961). According to Said,
the contrasting image of -the Orient helped' to guarantee the identity of Europeah
{Western} culture (1978, pp. 1-2). Australia’s adoption of the West's atlitude towards
Asia in the period up to the 1970s suggests that Australia perceived itself as part of
the West in regard to using the Orientalist discourse outlined by Said (1978) so as tﬁ
provide and establish its own identity within an imperialist environment. As this has
changed 5o has Australia’s expression of its political, economic and cultural lacation

which has proved a problematic exercise.

Said expands the historical dimension by considering “Orientalist Structures
and Restructures”, where he traces the paih of modern Orientalism, _employing
chronblogical description with a “set of devices common to the work of important
poets, artists, and scholars™ (1978, p. 25). This chapter traces the development of
thaught about the Orient, He begins with the European medieval and Renaissance .
periods, for whom Islam was the essential Orient. However, according to Said (1978,
P 116), during the eighteenth century, there were a.number of new, imerlockin_g
elements that hinted at the “coming evangelical phase”, as a result of European
exp[ar;tion of the rest of the world. The Orieﬁt was brought into sharper focus due to
the “increasing influence of travel literature, imaginary utopias, moral vﬁyages, amj
scientific reporting” (1978, p. 117). This was the same period in which both Australia
and Singapore were “discovered”, developed and incorporaied into the British

Empire.



21

Said concludes his book by looking at the period after 1870, and attempts to
illustrate the “presént intellectual and social realities of Qrientalism in the United
States™ (1978, p..25). Said provides a deeper insight into the development of
Orientalism in $he United States by.examining the increasing problem of the leﬁn
“Western civilization”, clairﬁing that due to tﬁel_ many different races and cﬁ_ltures now
residing in the United States, it can no longer fiérce cultures and peoples into separate
and distinct spheres. The Orient can no fonger be used to guaran'tée the identity of the
West. It is therefore increasingly evident th;ll counti'ies like .'Australia, who also
boasts of a mix of cultures, experience similar difficulties. The failure of Australia.to
come to terms with its cultural diversity (as reported in articles relating to racism fn
‘Australia in The Straits Times) helps to Other it from Singapore’s perspective of a

community experiencing racial harmony.

Tdny Schirato’s (1994) article “The Narrative of Ovientalism™ (Southeast
Asian Journal of Social Science. Vol. 22. pp. 44-52) and Michael Sprinker’s (er.‘l.)
{1992) book Edward Said: 4 C.r:'ﬂ'r.‘af Reader provide further inéigllts and
interpretations of Said’s work. Schirato’s article looks at Said’s v.vork on Orientalism
and appliés it to an analysis of two examples of “western” cu]tur§ (the films “Gunga
Din” (1939) and “Blood Oath” (1988)) which altemﬁ( to produce, represent and
explain lli_e “Orient” and “Orientals” to the West. Schirato’s aim in this article is to
illustrate the different ways in which “western culture’s “explanations’ of the Orient
remain predicated on the discursive _reproductién -~ in novels, travel writing, tourist
guides, as well as more overly political documents - of certain naturalized and

racially based hierarchies of power™ (1994, pp. ;44-45).

Said’s observation in Orientalism of how “the Orient has Nelped to define
Eurcpe {or the We#l) as its:conlrasting image, idea, pefsonali:y, 'experience" (1978,
pp. 1-2), aids in the understanding of how notions of identity are established. A group

or community identity is always constructed in terms of a set of binaries which are
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hierarchical (strong/wesk, goods/bad, civilized/barbaric) (Schirato, 1994, p.47),
According to Said (1978, p.3), European (Western) culture gained in strength and
identity by setting itself off against the Orient as a sort of surrogate, and even
underground self (Schirato, 1994, p. 44). Western subjects (academics, scientists,
jquma[isls, novelists, bureaucrats) always produce the “Oriental” as an “Other”, so as
to provide and guarantee their own identity (1994, p. 45). The Oriental, ofien
portrayed by Western discour._se as lazy, untrustworihy, sexually dépraved, lacking
spirituality and barb#ric, becomes a guarantee, not only of Western identity, but of the
superior “value” of that idem.ity (Schirato, 1994, p.46). This prejudice and racial
hatred exists to the present day. Reports of acts of racial violence 'hgainst minority
grbups (¢.5 “Racial tension ‘at danger level in W. Australian campuses'™, The Straits
Times, July 28, 1989..'p. 8) show racial d;lscr'lm'lnation.to be h current event. No_t only
is the Westém subject dif‘ferentiated by his/her skin coloﬁr, terms of culture (ie.,
political orgénization or systems of government, région, clothes), also come iﬁt§ play.
{Schirato, 1994, p.46). Accordihg to Said (1978), the construction of a West / Orient
dichotomy is institutionalized in Western culiure. “The Orient”, he siates, “is an -
integral part .of' European maierial civilization and culture. Orientalism expresses and

represents that part culturally and even ideologically as a.mode of discourse with
supporting institutions, vocahu'l.ary, sch.o[arship, fmagery, docirines, even colonial
bureaucracies and colﬁnia] styles” (1978, p, 2). Schirato (1994) points out that this
process is responsible.for the reproduction of the Orient, which is based on a West /

Orjent dichotomy and the positive / negative values it implies:

Michael Sprinker’s (1992) book Ldward Said: A Critical Reader is a
collection of essays examining Said’s career and providing insights into the man’s life
and influence in the shaping of contemporary debates in bpth the humanities and
social sciences, Sprihker examines Said;s disco@:fse on Orientalism from a post-
colonial persﬁective, cbhcluding.that its ﬁ;_inction was to “...understand, in some cases

to control, manipulate, é:ven incorporate, what is manifestly a different world...” (Said,
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1978, p. 12). According to Sprinker (1992, p. 9), Orientalism reflects Western power
and its imperial appetite. The type of knowledge had been “developed in step with

the expansion of European colonialism”,

Thus the representation of other societies and peoples involved an
act of power by which images of them were in a sense created by
the Western observer who constructed them as peoples and
societies to be ruled and dominated, not as objects to be understood
passively, objectively or academically”,

(1992, p. 9)

Spﬁﬁker suggests Sa_id (1978) offers a means of challenging colonial
domination, believing that it 15 “imperative for the coloniz_.éd to produce and.create
their own n‘;!rratives that negate the colonial misrepresentations Gftheif reality” (p. 9).
According-to Said, liberation and an end to cnlénia] suppression and domi_natior_l
requires a fewriting of history-'(p. 9. I will demonstrate that this is precisely'what
signiﬁcant_élements in the Singaporean establishment have done but through the
control of the procludtion and consumption of communicatién rather than through the

conscious rewriting of Singaporean history,

Occidentalism

Said’s concept of Orientalism rev'olutioni.zed Westérn understanding of non-
Western cultures by showing how Western projected images shaped the Occidental
view of the Orient (Said, 1973, p. 6). James Carvier’s (1995) book_ Occidentalism:
Images of the West reflects that understanding back onto Western societies‘.' This
book, which consists of & collection of essays by different ﬁuthors, attempts to.show
how images of the West cirgulated within non;Western cultures Ehape péop]e’s
concepttons of themselves, In '_dther worﬁs subjects in Asian_cu]turé are presummed to
be shaped by Western and n_t.Jn-WesteEn cultural product_s. alike, In this ac;:ﬁunt

Jonathan Sﬁéncer’s essay on “Occidentalism in lhé East: The Uses of: the West in the
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Politics and Anthropology of South Asia” (1995, pp. 234-257). is especially

significant,

Spencer brihgs together the two strands of thought meke Carrier’s book
cohere: the uses of Qccidentalism in anthropology and other academic writing, and
the Occidentalism of politicians and other non-academic members of the post-cqfonial
order {19.95, p. 234). Spencer also reveals the poli'tical and intellectual comp]ex_i'ty of
the different phenomena which the different contributors to the book term as
“Occidentalism™.  Spencer identifies two kinds of Occidentalism employed by
Dumont and Marriott respectively, positivisf and romantic, - In positivist
Occidentélism “all cultural differences at one level can be subsumed .under geﬂeral
laws opergting at a more uniQersal level” while in romantic Qccidentalism, cultures

“exist in i_jjarallel, equal but usuaily very different (1995, p.238). In.. short Spencer
.identiﬁes .speciﬁc examples of Occidentalist discourse, such as the use of the West as
a rhetorical counter to the guarantee the identity of the non-West (1995, p. 234). His
concept of “anthro;iOIOgical occidentalisms” is used to good effect m his discussion

of South Asia (1995, p. 234) where he argues, that “the West”, for many,

is not primarily encountered as a discourse, an epistemology, or even
a politics, let alone a real place with real people. The West is
encountered in the form of things, items of consumption and Objects
af desire,

(1995, p. 252)

When we look at Singapare, T will argue, this situation obtains. Most Singaporeans
encounter the West at the point of consumption - of goods and services -and
information - and not discursively or even epislemo]ogica[!ﬁ. Indeed the things are
considered so attractive that the governhent and its ideological ageﬁts such as the
press feel compelled to counter them. One way is to Other their ﬁoint of origin
‘thereby making them less desirable - that is, reversing the conditions of the encounter

through the process 0f0cc1dentallsm thereby crcalmg a situation of ‘mastery’,
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The subject of Occidentalism is also discussed by Chen (1995) where she.
examines this theory of counter-discourse in relation to post-Mao China. Chen looks
at Chinese Occidentalism as a discourse “evoked by various and compeling groups.
within Chinese society for a variety of different ends, largely, though not exclusively,
within Chinese politics”. She adds that as such, Chinese Occidentalism has been

“both a discourse of oppréSSion and a diséourse of liberation” {19953, p. 5).

In the introduction to thé book- Chen introduces two discursive practices
within the discourse of Chinese Occidentalism, “oﬁ‘lci_a] Occi.denta]is'm”(p' 5.) and -
“an_ti-ofﬁcia_al Occid_entalism” (p. 8). Chen regards “omcial Occidentalism” .as the
Chiﬁese government’s use of the essentialization of the West as a mea_hs for
supporting a nationalism that effects the internal suppréssion of its own people. In
this procesé, the Western Other is construed by a Chinese imagination, not for the
purpose of dominating the West, but in order to ‘discipliné, and ultimately to |
dominate, the Chinese self at honie. This concept can also be :appiied to Singapore

and relates specifically to the issue of modernity.

Modernity _ _

Acdérding t§ Giddens (1991), modern institutions differ from all preceding -
forms of social order in respect of their dy.namism; the degree to which t.hey undercut
traditional habits and customs, and iheir g[:obal impact (p.1). However, he agues that
these are no.t'only extensioﬁa] transformations, but that m_odemiﬁ« radically alters the
nature of c_iay-to-dﬁy social life and affects the most personal aspects of our

experience. '

Giddens (1985) also claims that totalitarianism is a permanent possibility of

the modern state which he defines as involving four elements:
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1. concentrating surveillance in terms of (a) information coding,
documentation of activities of the population and (b) the supervision of
activities and intensified policing;

2 *moral totalism’: the fate of the political community is seen as embedded in
the historicity of the people;

3. terror: the maximising of pelice power, allied to the disposal of the means
of waging industrialised war and sequestration; and

4. the prominence of a leader figure: the appropriation of power by a leader
depending not upon a professionalised military role but on the generation of
mass support,

(Craib, 1985, p. 97)

The Governmer_n of Singapore desires Singapore to be a modern state and to
reap the benefits of modernity. According to Chaney (cited in Birch, 1993}, “what
makes a society madern is the idea that collective beliefs, primariiy religious beliefs,
become less important and that associated cqllective celebrations of those beliefs are
less widely practised or valued” (p. 73). waever, tllfs is not seen to be the case in
Singapore. The PAP considers Singapore 1o be modern thraugh its reliance on a set

of collective *Asian values”,

Occidentalism arises out of the need of Asian nations to establish a nélional
identity. Asian nations perceive the West as possessing qualities and values unlike
those of Asian nations (see Chapter 3). The desire for the experience of modernity
similar to that experienced in Western nations is, howéver, mixed with the fear of
cultural polluiion on the part of the governing elites. This fear is takeﬁ up Yao (1994)
who sees the mass media as being a critical element in this perception. He outlines
the problematic nature of mass media in Southeast Asia, suggesting they articulate

Southeast Asia’s ambivalence towards the experience of modernity.

According to Yao, the social construction of the mass media of Asian nations
such as Singépore is 8 response to the perceived cultural pollution and invasion of
Western media by the governing elites, attempting to manage and deflect desire for

Western culture on the part of their subjects (1994, p. 34). The West is created as the
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moralty amkiguous Other in the Southeast Asian media through a process of social
construction, which Yao claims, “draws on and feeds into the new posture of
Southeast Asia in the post colonial world” {p. 34). While Yao generalises there is

also a degree of specificity in his work when we consider the Singaporean press.

The We.st is seen to possess what Yao terms, the “index of modernity” (1994,
p. 34) - television, telephones and te[ecqmmunications in general, yet, although
Singapore desires to reap the benefits modémity brings, it is fearful of what it terms
*cultural pollution’ which has become associated with the experience of modernity in
the rhetoric of gavernment. The perception that Western values are damaging to the
more traditional values Asian societies, such as Singapore, has led to the uneasiness
~ experienced by Asian governments in regard to the advance of modernity. The fear of
cultural pollution and the disruption of Asian values compete ﬁvith the desire of Asian
governments to encourage economic growth within their countries. For Singapore not
to bring in the new technologies and industries from. the West would mean severing

Singapdre from economic growth,

By importing Western technology we have achieved economic
growth rates of over 13 per cent per annum, at constant prices, for
the past five years, more than doubling the GNP in five years and
more than trebling it in the past decade. But the price for this
material progress is the risk of eroding traditional values -and
culture patterns and upsetting decorous social behaviar.

(Josey, 1974, p. 206}

Occidentalism is partly the result of the increasing difficulty of stopping the
flow of informaticen into Singapore due 10 advanced telecommunication technologies
(such as satellite technology), as well as the desire for Singapare to be technologlcally
advanced Qccidentalism arises from the Singapore government 5 attempts to instill
Asian values in Singaporeans, in the hope of deflecting the 1][ effects of modermly

Accordmg to Lee,
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It is not possible to insutate Singapore from the world, though it is

possible to inoculate and immunise the people, through their cultural

and social values, from the contemporary maladies of the West.
(Josey, 1974, p. 207)

'Singapore portrays the West and At_lstralia (which it views as part of the West) as

Other in the hope of maintaining a semblance of control of the discoutses of power.

Yao’s article also éxamines. how, despite the emerging social and political
confidence nurtured by the experience of ccoﬁomic growth, South-East Asian natiéns
(Singapore in particular) perceive their societies as vulnerable and easily ravaged by
the West (1994, p, 34), and how this merely hides the deeper underlying unease about
the experience of modernity. The perception of Asian societies as vulnerﬁble may be
‘seen as a rhetori;:ai strategy employed by.'Asian governmer_lt's to maintain their

position bf contral in the face of the change inherent in*modernity” (Giddens, 1985).

According fo Yao, the Asian approach 1¢ Western media can be seen as a form
of Occidentalism, ;cm Crientalism in reverse (1994, p.zio). He .ziargues lhét Southeast
Asian nations tend to perceive the West as the_."lotalized non-East” (1994, p. 33), with
values and moral qualities opposite to those desired by Asian societies. Yao cites
Malaysian Prime Minister Dr, Mahathir, whose distrust of the Weslern media and
_ insistencg of Asia’s vulnerability and moral uniqueness is shared by Singapore and its
other Asian neigﬁbours, to’ justify his argument (Yaﬁ. 1994, p 33). Singapore’s
Minister of Information and the Arts, Brigadier-General George Yeo is also cited by
Yae (1994, p. 39),; who points out Yeo has insisted that Asian nations “go on the
oﬁense"..t_hrough a dual process; regulating Western broadcasting and at the same
.time promoting As_ian values and ways of life.- Following Yao, 1 will argue that most
éffective. IWay of ar;'._hie\fing this ‘off‘e.nsive’ is to Other the culture one f‘earﬁ. This méy

be achieved in a number of ways, iﬁcluding the careful mobilisation of the media,
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which is certainly the case in Singapore (Birch, 1993, pp. 65-66). Dr. Mahathir’s,
whose criticisms of the Western media are now famous, arpues the Western media is

both powerful and amoral. In Dr, Mahathir’s own words,

We can watch murder as it is committed in all the gory details, but
at the same time the TV can have us dancing while watching
Michael Jackson during his moonwalk. Clearly, the people who
‘decide what we should see hold terrible power. They can have us
dancing in the streets or they can have us rioting with firebrands in
our hands, burning, looting and killing. -
(1994, p. 37)

Clearly Dr. Mahathir believes that the people who have control of the media can
influence u society’s views, He also believes, the Western media “have not been fair
and they black out anything good” about developing countries, thus destabilizing and
working against “Asian interests”. Mahathir claims, referring to publications like Far
Fastern Econonric Review, Asiaweek and the Asion Wall Street Journal:

There is no Asian newspaper [or Asians, only Western newspapers
published in the name of Asian countries. ...Their (i.e. foreign
media’s) main idea is how to create friction and instability, so that
if we are unstable they can compete with us.

(1994, p. 38)

Coupled with these strong. views is the com.-riction th:at the Western media intrude
upon and threaten As.lan societies and their lrad:tlonal values (e.g. the belief that the
family is the basic’ unlt of society and the importance of the community), expressed in
the national ideologies of Malaysia and Singapore. This view of Western media
posing a threat stems from a fear of 'c_:ultural pollution from the West, It is based on
the notion that as most media origiﬁates from the West, it comes with undesirab[e
Western ideas and values \;r}iich might corrupt Asian ideals. Al__t'hough Dr Maha_f__l;ir
refers explicitly to. Malaysi_ﬁ_ the reason why Yao assigns so much impdl:'tance to his

views is because they coincide with the views held by senior politicians in Singapore,
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Like the West, \cho have created the Orient out of its own power and cultural
hegemony, the East may similarly reconstruct the West from its own standpoint,
However, as \:fao (1994.1)' warns, the discursive formulation of the West :requires a
parallel process.” The conception of local culture must be seen as morally authentic,
with ﬂmdameﬂ_tal qualitics that givc sense to 'cn unique Asian culture and identity. It.
is “cb_nly by see'i.ng Asia _cs traditioca[, authc:mic and cc.mmunal that we ca'n'perccive:" _
the West as acarchic, impure and i.n'dividualic'tic" (1994 .p 48), .OCcidcnta]iSm arises’
out of the attempt of Asian societies to cstabhsh the West as Other 50 as to guarantec'

the Asian ldcntlty

Nationalism _

The construction of the .n:ation-statc is the ‘most prominent product of
modernity (Giddens, 1991, p, 15). ' Further, the sense of a naticri is one cf the majof
stmc.{urcs of “ideological ambivalence within thc cultural representatlons of

modermty“ {Bhabha, ]990 p. 4). Plamenatz (1976), (cited in Spwak 1993)_
identifies two types of nanonallsm *western’ and eastern Wcstem nationalism is
found in Westem Europe while eastern natmnahsn emerged ﬁ'om Eastern Europe, _
Asla Africa and Latin America, In both, nauonallsm is descrlbed as pnmarlly a-
cultural phencmcnon and depends upon the acceptance of a common set of standards

by which the state of development of a pamcular national culture is ‘measured -

(Spwak 1993, p 1).

According to Hobsbawn and Rang,er (cited in Iwabuchl, 1994, p 50), the :
constructton af a unified nation cal]s for thc representatmn and dlsscmlnauon of '

var:ous 1dcologles, myths and ¢ mvented tl’ﬂdlth[‘lS

._ - Seton-Watson (clitcd in Anderson, 199-'_.1'-, p. 3) observed that although there was
no “scientific definition” of the nation, he bt?"l'icvcd thﬂi the phenomenon h&:d cxisted'_

and still exists, Anderson {1991) proposes the idea of a ndtid_ri as an""_imagined"
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community, “/magined because the members of even the smallest nation will never

know most of their feflow-members, meet them, or even hear of them, j(et in the

minds of each lives the image of their communion” (p. 6).

Singapore is “imagined” in Anderson’s (1991} terms insofar as the_'-
government of Singaporé constructs a ‘natié_na! idenifty’ in at.:cardance'_-.'_with the
national and core values put in place by the PAP in their :attempt to promote racial and”
religibus harmeny in Singﬁpore. The PAP constructs what Choméky (cited in Birch, '
1993, p, 11) calls “necessary illusions” that “inisist...on developmg a loyalty discourse,
where the answer as to whether one is a *good” citizen oi_" not has been ‘desig'n—ated in
advance’ (Baudrillard, 1983, p. 117) by the dominant discourses of those holding the
power” (Birch, 1993, p. 11). : ' ' ' o

- Singapore's natlon building policies have been in play since its separation
from Malaysm Its success in international trade and mdustrlahsatlon have to do Wllh
the Singapore govemments ability to construct a national 1dentlty and estabhsh .
common goals.-_' Chen’s theory of Occidentatism is useful in explaining Siﬁ.gapore /
Australia relationships; how the Othering of Australia by the Singapore press is a way '
to provide the Singapore identity and uphold the daminant ideologies of the nation” |

carefully constructed over the past two decades.

Singapore.

The Singapore government has always emphasised the importance 6f nation- |
building in Singapore. This is done in the ._hope of establishing a strong nalionql
identity based -on the PAP’s dominant ideologies, Minh-Ha's notion that
repreSéntations are constfuctions o}' the individual an.d are not.'. fixed aid':s in thé'_".'
understandmg of' how it s 1mp0rtant in Smgapores case, where the Smgapore._'.:'
govemment constructs representatlons in accordance to the nanonal tdeo[ogms and to -

aid nation-building,
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Much of Singapore’s political and economic success ean be attributed to the
Singapore government’s forceful policies in regard to nation building. Lee Kuan Yew
is basically regarded by many as the driving force behind Singapore’s success in
transfonning itself from a colonial entrepot and outpost to a postcolonial hub in
finance, communications and tra(:ie‘ Alex Josey’s biography Lee Kuan Yew: The
Struggle for Sir:gapore-(1974) and his later work Lee Kuan Yew (1980) traces
Singﬁﬁore‘s development and provides valuable insight into the hopes and beliefs of
the leader Whl;} transformed Singapore from a postcolonial outpost to & modern state,
In addition, James Minc]_ﬁn's (1990) No man ix an istand: a portrail of Singapore's
Leej Kuan Yew provides:.a sound theoretical base regarding Singapore's success as 4
sovereign stale and Lee's influence in eslabl:ishing the laws and .media regulations
which helped 'io shape Singapore. ‘Both Josey (1974) and Minchin (1990) attempt to
uncover the mechanisms of nation-building established by Lee, providing a
comprehensive study of the man who “dragged, bullied and cajoled” Singﬁpore‘s
multicultural population from a “pasition of s_ubjection under British colonial power

to their now prosperous i.ndependence” (Josey, 1974, back cover).

The tight control exercised over the Singapore n_ie_dia by the government is a
way of maintaining power as well as ensure social stﬁbility and ethnic harmony.
Policies are formulated in accordance to the PAP’s doﬁinant ideologies in order to
shape the views of Singéporeans and provid_e a national identity. It is important
therefore to examine the role of (h._e media in. Singapore as the media, according to

Birch (1993) can shape a society's beliefs,

The Singapore government employs a variety of communiéation slratt}gies to
ensure that its economic, political a.ﬁd cultural agendas are widely ﬁnderstood .__within
Singapore society in ggneral. These strategies are formulated by PAP and
implemented in accordanbe with their view of what sh_buld conéﬁtute the nation's

dominant ideologies by fl_w Singaporean government appératus. There i§ therefore,
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the need to examine the various discoufses associated with each strategy in order to
understand the impetus behind Singapore’s success in regard to nation-building. In
David Bi_i‘:ch’s (1993) baok S:‘ngapor;e Media: Communication Strutegies and
Practices, Birch looks critically at the role of the media in the process of ﬁ&tion-
building in Singapore, Birch’s analysis leads him to conclude that the media in
Singapore are controlled by the government who, by introducing strict regimes of
control an both the production and consumption of information, are a%:le to sha'pe the

views of Singaporeans and thereby enhance the nation-building agenda.

Birch identifies the political, social and cultural themes that shape the \:«'arious
forms of media. The Singapdre government structures the media in accordance to
their dominant ideoidgies which are supported by established national core values and
nation-building policies. Birch also examines the structure of the media, looking at
press, television, radio, film and advertising. The question of media control in the
form of censorship and media regulations. he argues, illus::rate the desire of the PAP
to maintain control over its media, which may be seen as an iinportan{ tools in

influencing Singapore’s perception of saciety and national identity.

Blrch reinforces the 1dea of the mass media as an 1n1portant tool f‘or nation-
building. The media in Smgapore according to Birch, help to establish nouons of
identity wmch are in line with the nation’s dominant ideologies. Birch’s details of the
structure of_' the Singapore media provide helpf‘u.l insights into the way in wh_ich the
media structures operate and by so doing, how the Singapore government uses the
media to maintain power. Birch believes that “it requires a compliant media to stage
the myths, ‘generated by government, in order to manipulate and comrol. social
consc:ousness“ (1993 p- 74). Smgapore § Economic success and cultural repressmn
does not, however, sit side by side. B;rch’s view of & seamless undisputed -social

acquiescence in Singapore is true only to the extent of the Singapore Government’s
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contrel of media practices as well as its nation-building stategies of down playing

opposition.

Other books are less critical of the Singapore media and their role in
constructing the social and national identity of Singapore. C.M. Turnbull’s (1995)
Dateline S:’f_;gapare: 150 years of The Siraits Tl‘n._ws is about the history of j’?w Straits
Times is a good example, it provides useful inf‘orrn.qtion about the origins of
Sihgapore’s primary newspaper as well as the media regulations which governed its
output for @ver 150 years. Another publication is I, Lim's (1985) article, “The
Singapore Press and the Fcuflh Estate” (in Razak, Abdul (ed.) Press Laws aﬂd
Systems it ASEAN States) which examines the place of the laws and regu]ﬁtions in
shaping Sin.gapore‘s media. Lim inves{igates not only the surrounding aspects of the
government’s control over the Singapore media but also looks at how these affect

society, arguing that media Jaws and regulations éhapc the media as well as society,

Conclusion _ _
The study of Australia’s depiction (as Other) in Singapore’s press calls for an.
understandin_g of the terminology of “Othering”, *Orientalism™ and “Occidentalism”™.
While both Orientalism and Occider_it.alism are important subsets of Othering,
Orientalism mainly refers to the way in which the West views the East as “Other”
while QOccidentalism is regarded to be “Orientalism in reverse” (Yao, 1994; p, 40).
Apﬁrt from Yao theré is little on Occidentalism and Siﬁgapore and this work, by
applying the concept makes- a significant contribution to our knowledge and
understanding of Singapore. My analysis of the Othering of Australia in The Straits
Times is based on the application of th'ese concepts to the discourse of Australia in_.

The Straits Times,
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Chapter 3: Values, Race and Morality: The Ambiguous View of
Australia in The Straits Times.

The construction of ti_le West and its media as Other by S_:_entheast t_:’tsian
nations articulates Asia’s arnbiva]enee_ towards the experience of tnodemity .(_Yao,
1994), .Although S'i'ngapore perceives AUStralia as a Western nation, I will shon-"that
‘it is reported differently in The Straits Times compared to the repot'ts of the.other
Western nations in this newspaper. I w1l[ arpue that Austra[ta 15 Othered by The
Straits Times for poht!cal economtc and especially cultural reasons. “This chapter
looks at how the Smgapere media construct Austraha as “Other” with reference to
specific press reports in The Straits Times that bear dlreetly on the pmblems of
.'modernlty. These problems have to do with the Singaporean pereeptlon that
ntodernitj encompasses the undesnable vifues associated with Western nations as
well as the benefits. I will show that the construction of Australia by the Smgapere
media as Other is a del:berate strategy designed to lessen 1mpact of the perceived
undesirable qualttles of unbridled sexuallty, expllc:lt racism and lax morality” that
Australia is assumed to possess and arliculate as a ‘Western nationt. These aspeets are
pereewed by the Smgapore government to ehallenge and quesnon their policies in
.regard to the moral structure of Singapore society. The ambiguous view of Australia
adopted by The S!raft.s' Times il]ustrates tlte underlying uneasiness Yao (1994) speaks
of (refer to chapter 1). This uneasiness underpins S1ngapore and other Seutheast
Asian nation’s a]leged vulnerability towards the West, Iwill argue that paradoxlcally

“vulnerability’, as a trope of modernity in Singapore, is mobitised to Other Australla

and thereby contnbute to the eonstructton of a Smgaporean 1dent1ty

To make explicit the processes of the Olhering of Anstralia in'the Singa'pore
media have been conducted I will ana]yse how i 1ssues relatmg to eultural value, race
and morallty have been reported in The Srraus hme.s' supplemented by ether reporls

1neludmg some from Australmn newspapers
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Values

The formulation and adoption of “Asian values” is a response of Asian
societies against the perceived threat of Western cultural pollution.  Asian
governments believe that “Asian values” are superior to the values of Westemn
societies. Singapore views Australia as having qualities like those of other Western
culiures, it sees Australia and the West as the “morzal opposite” of Asia (Yao, 1994,
p. 33). Singapore and other Asian nations associate Western nations such as Australia
as characterised by “individualism, selfishness, materialism and decadence™ while
their own countries posses§ a sense of “community, spiritvality and family” (Rodan,
1993, p. 40). Singapore’s adoption of Asian values is a defence mechanism
authorised by the PAP and circulated by the Singaj:ore media to contest Western
cultural pollution. The “undesirgble™ Western values which Singapare perceives
Australia to have contrast sharply with the moral and political agenda (core values) of

Singapore, which are;

I Nation before community and society before self
2. Family as the basic unit of society

3 Community support and respect for the individual
4, Consensus not conflict

5 Racial and religious.harmony‘

(Birch, 1993, p. 4)

These core values were drawn up by the PAP in order to “buttress Singapore's Asian
value system against over-Westernisation and deculturalisation” (Swnday Times, 6
Jaﬁu&ry, 1991 cited in Birch, 1993, p.4). According to Birch (1993, p. 4), this fear of
over-Westernisation has to do with the distrust of the effects of international
modernisation. The contrasting value systems adopted by Singapore and Australia are
the basis for the process of “Othering” by Singapore. The view of Austraiia as

possessing an inferior value system is adopted by the ‘Singapore government and.
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reflected in the media of Singapore. This view has led to the construction of a public
discourse of négativity about Australta which is articulated in the Singapore media
and is based on emphasising matters such as family values, sexuality (especially
hani@:sexua]ity), work ethic, lack of communal harmeny and the fragmentation of
society, all of which are represented as Australian values dramatically opposed to the .

values perceived as important as social glue in Singapore.

Singapore isa ne't.}-Conf'ucia._n state, having aimed to create_:a version or school
of Confucian thought adapted to hodern cit*cumstancgs and needs and specific to
Singapore (Minchin, 1990, p. 266). This version a&opts mar;y of the tenets of
Confueius, em:jmdy'mg thé values of discipline, respect f_'or authdr'lty and commitment
to the community (Rodan, 1993, p. 24), Thé importance of the .family as the basic
unit of society is reflected in Singaimre‘s pro;fami]y pblicics (deéigned as iﬁcentives
for families to stay toge.t'her). Sinéapore believes that the individual exists in the _
context of his/her family. He/she is not pristine and séparatc. The family is part of
the extended fhmily, and then fiiends and the wider society. This Asian view of the
family stems from a fundamentally _diifereﬁt'_.value system 1o that of the West and
creates fundamentally different patterns of social behaviour. Lee. Kuan Yew claims
that unlike Australia, lhe_' Singaporé 'governmt.ent providés incentives for families to
stay together (Auwstrafian Financial Review, April 20, '_1'994, P 1'.'6). These include. .
superannuation’ and medical accounts that a'_re transf‘e:f_ahle withi__ﬁ the farﬁi]y, and
income tax deductions fof accommodating elderly pareﬁls. By céﬁtrast, it i:;. alleged )
that Australia provides incentives, such as the sole parent heneﬁﬁs, which cater for |
individuals. These benefits, states Lee Kuan .Yew, can-be seen as an incentive for
families to break wp (Australian Financial Review, A'pril 20, 1994, p. 16). Lee
believes that thg family femains Asia's basié social unit and Singapore had made )
farniiy_ members econon'l'i'cally responsible for each other (The:' Sydlney 'Maming _

Herald, April 19, 1994, p. 5). According to Lee,



We try to keep the family alive, because we believe that it is a basic
unit. We have superannuation funds and we individualise the
account. You can use your account within the family so it’s easily
transferable. If your parents live with you, you are entitled to get
income tax reductions for your father and mother. We have items
like a medical account where you have to make co-payments for the
medical expenses. This avoids what we call the “buffet-syndrome”--
where everything is free. That again is transferable within members
of the family. Even in your old age it is important for you that you
have a family, because they will top up for you, and when you die
and you still have your individual (superannuation} account
unexhausted that goes of course in your will to your family,
(Australian Financial Review, April 21, 1994, p. 34)

" Lee's eriticism of Australia’s government support for the unemployed and
single mothers serves to emphasise the difference between Australia and Singapor_e.
While Australia and other Western countries put the individual at the centre of
society, with rules and regulations tailored to maximise individual freedoms, in
Singapore and other Asian countries, the individual was seen as part of the family.
Singap'ore’s policies capitﬁlise on enforced Asian values such as the imporiance of the
family unit while Australia encourages individualism. Lee states,. “We do not divorce
our social and economic policies away from the family” {(dustralian Financial

Review, April 21, 1994, p. 34).

Lee also believes that the Conﬁscian discipline is a method of preventing
Singaﬁor_e from being “a cheap imitation of‘_ the West” (Josey, 1974, p. 82). The
teachings of Contucius have led lo.Chinese loyalty being focused on the ruler rather
than on the state (Josey, 1974, p. 100). As Dennis Bloodworth (cited by Josey)

claims:

The Chinese race-memory, is restricted to a system in which an
indoctrinated elite rules the country in accordance with an
authoritarian ideology, which in turn is founded on 2 ‘universal
truth', - '

(1974 p. 100)
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Lee has exploited these deeply held views about government to sﬁch an extent
that it has been claimed -that the Chinese have an instinctive trust in the idea of
humanistic ‘reasonable’ government and to most Singaporeans, all that mattered was
that Lee provided it (1974, pp. 100-101). If we accept this viev&, which .a't one level is
quite extreme, then the differences between Singaporean and Australian cultures

" become quite clear; they are founded on fundamentally oppesing cultural value
systems. These differences then may be deployed to Other Australiz for political

purposes.

It is this fundamental opposition that leads to the conclusion that Australia is
the “moral opposite” of Asia Yao (1994) and finds its clearest. expression in matters
pertaining to sexuality, racism and the moral values all of which are subjested to close
scrutiny in Singapore’s press. The view of Australia adopted by the Singapose press
on these issues ex:press at the popular level the views s§ vigorously articulated by Lee.
According to Minchin (1990), both Lee Kuan Yew and Goh Keng Swee (First Deputy
Prime Minister of' Singapo_re), have both displayed “no qualms about mocking and
berating successive Australian governments for every sin imaginable™ (p. 166). With
few exceptions (such as Sir Robert Menzies, who servgd Australip as Prime Minister
from 1949 to 1966), Lee has little respect for Australia and Australians and has
enjoyed pointing out the many “faifings” of Australia, not least poor leadership

-{Minchin, 1990, p 181). This criticism of Australia may be seen as an instance of
'Othering,' where'Australia;s “failings” are ﬁsed to establish ihe binary opposition
'whereby_Singapore’s succéss in the same field may be established, Other instanﬁes
include ¢riticism of the Australian troops who apparently “packed up and refused to
fight" ﬁhen the Japanese advanced ._upon Singapore in 1942 and the combination of
high protectionism, low value-adding resource development ﬁnd union power that
makes Australians what Lee terms, the “dole bludgers of the South Paci.f._i_c“, who are
.“undeser\r‘edly prosperous now and with little prospect of relevance to.the region’s

future” (Minchin, 1990, p. 182).
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According te Josey (1974), Lee regards American and Australian cultures as
“rough, unpolished, crude, and lacking in finesse and depth” (p, 108), The Straits
Times frequently use the sentiments of Lee to promote these views. Recent examples
include reports of Lee’s (1994) visit to Australia where his criticism of Australian
work ethic was used to express thn_a general opinion of Australia as taken up by ;he

Singapore press.

Racism

Here, I wish to discuss this issue of racism in Australia. It must also be
understood that racism in Australia is always subject to close scrutiny in"'Singapm;e
for two reasons. At a very basic level it is race which separates the two nations. It is
the primary maricer of difference or Otherness between the two cultures, Moreover,
Australia has historically displayed racist attitudes towards Asia most notably in the
White Australia Policy, which is fréquentl:,: perceived, at the popular level, to still be
in place despite all of the evidence to the co.n.trary (Vandenbosch, 1967, p. 154-155).
However, race fs also an important domestic issue in Singapore because it is .a
multicultural society in which different races are encouraged to live in harmony.
Indeed fears of ethnic and racial disharmony are one of the great fears of the

Singapore government (Rodan, 1993, p. 20),

Despite the fact that Australia tries to adopt policies of cultural diversity, it lS
still seen by many Singap_'areans to be exclu-sively a Western nﬁtian and one which
exhibits a preference (whether in immigration or job prospects) for white Anglo-
Saxons or Europeans generally. This view is sometimes reinforced by )\ustralian
officials and politicians. According to the then Australian Immigration Minister,
Senator Nick Bolkus, the multicultural compositioﬁ of Australia’s population is
virtually ignored by television shows, newspapers and magazines. This is noted in the

Singaporean media which construes such sdéia] facts as an indication '-_lhat raciél_'l

discrimination still exists in Australia (The .S‘(r‘afrs Times, June 1, 1993, p 9. Thi__s
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perceived suppression of non-white, Anglo-Saxons in the Australian media may be
seen as not only an instance of racial discrimination by the media but also as a form of
internal Othering within Australia in order for the construction of the Australian

identity.

Racism 15 an issue affecting virtually all dimenstons of Singapore/Australian
relations. In particular it iay be seen as having a particular bearing on tourism and
_ immigrhtion from Asia to Australia because Australia is a popular destination for

many Singaporeans as tourists, students and immigrants, Australiz frequently
prornotés itsell’ as a tourist destination in the Singapore média‘ Australia often
promotes its country’s exotic béauty and wildlife in advertisements placed in
Singapote’s newspapers, magazines and television, Australia has alsa 'he[ped set up
“interactive” video systems to proniote tourism in Singapore (“Select a video clip for
that Aussie Holiday“, The Straits Times, July 14, 1989, p. 18). These video systems
- eonsist of brief video clips on destiﬁations, hotels and attractions throughout Australia

and New Zealand and aim to help Singaporeans plan their Australian holiday.

However, in contrast to the rather idyllic views presented in these
advertisements we find the Singapore press frequently reporting incidents of racism in
Australia.  The juxtaposition of the adverti'sement,. which project one image . of
Australia, with the reports of racism in Tie Straits Times creates a contradictory view
of Australia in the minds éf the Singaporean reader. OF particular note here are the
reports of incidents of racism on Australian university campusés in the late 19805
(e.g.: “Racial tension ‘at dat_lger le.vel' in W. Ai.lstralian ﬁampuses”’, The Sffar‘rs Times,
July 28, '1989, p. 8). Australia is a significant destination for young Singaporean
students choosing to study overseas due to the limited number qf‘ places for students
in Singapore universities. Reports such as the one identified above provide the
parents of children studying in Australia with .re.ason to fear for their children’s safety.

‘This article is about tension levels that have built up as a result of' the rapid increase in
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the enrolment of Asian students in Australian universities, “The problem”, according
to Paul Stevenage, then president of the Murdoch University Guild, “is that the rapid
' jump is just too much for some of our Australian students to handle, especially those
“who have brothers, sisters or friends whom they regard as having missed out on a
place because of overseas students”. This tension results in acts and signs of racism
such as fighting between Asians and Australians, and slogans attacking ceriain Asian

nationalities. Other reports in T/ie Straits Times highlighting this problem include -

* “W. Australia branded a racist state in govt report”, he Straits Times, July 24,
1989, p. 7;

& “Australians ‘dislike Asians the most™, T Straits Times, July 20, 1989, p. 11),

These reports suggest to students, tourists and immigrants that racism exists in

Australia and thet life may not necessarily be better in Australia than in Singapore,

The first of these reports deals with a report commissioned by the Western
Australian government which 7he Straits ’ﬁmes interpreted as virtually branding
Western Australia of being & racist state (The Straity Times, July 24, 1989, p. 7.).
According to the report, compiled by the Western Australian Office of Multicultural
Aftairs for the Australian Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission, life is a
nightmare for many Asians and Aborigines in Australia because they live in fear :of
- violence, sexual harassment, intimidation and even murder, on a daily basis - on ihe
street, in'shc:pping centres, at school and at work. This article works within an
economlc dlmensmn to dlscourage potentla] Smgaporean visitors to Australia as well

as to illustrate the prob]ematlc area of race in Australla

The second article “Australians ‘dislike Asians the most’™ (The Straits Times,
July 20, 1989, p. 11) further serves to confirm the allegations that Australiz is racist.

Reported. acts of racial violence lncluded “petrol being poured in the rear of
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restaurants, white Australians who refused to pay at Asian restaurants, bricks thrown
through windows of Asian homes and racist graffiti sprayed on cars belonging to
Asians”. The anemi{}n-grabbing headlines of these three examples (“Racial tension
‘at danger level in W. Australian campuses’; “W. Australia branded a racist state in
govt report” and “Australians ‘dislike Asians the most™, coupled with the content of
the articles (e.g. “..about BO per cent of Asians...suffer intimidation”, The Straits
Times, July 20, 1989, p, ]]).help generﬁte perceptions about * Australia among
Singaporean readers. However, what is left out of these artficles is even more
significant than whai is included, “only serious casés, such as murder, sexual
harassment, bombings, physical attacks or vandalism were reported to police, usualty
with little or no satisfaction in dealing with the problem”™; “most victims of racism
suffered in silence, fearing reprisal if their attackers traced complaints back to them™
(The Straits Times, July 24, 1989, p. 7). The fact that not all cases of racism are cited
encourages readers to-use their imagination and this may serve lb further ffighten
them. Reports such as these Other Australia by providing a view opposite 1o the ones
Australia hopes to provide. By emphasising the selffother, good/bad binary (Schirato,
1994, p. 47) The Siraits Times constructs Australia as the Other through reports of
racism, The negative views taken by T Sfr&:'f.v Times serves to highlight Auslralia’s
faults while suggesting to the reader, (through the use of binary. opposumns) the

harmonious fature of Singapore sac:ely

The édvent of Pauline Hanson in the Australian political scene has once more
placed racism in Australia back on the Singaporean agenda. The Straits Times reporis
of Ms Hanson will be dealt with in detail in Chapter five but suffice it to say here that
in the reporis in the Singapore press one gets the impression that Hanson is seen as
confitmation of the line the papers have taken all along in respect to race in Ausiralia.
Further, the matters sﬁrrounding t]_1e Mabo and Wik cases in Austrﬁlia are also dealt

with in The Straits Times through the lens of incipient racism among white
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Australians. The point here is that it is through the issue of racism that Australia is

most successfully Othered in Singapore.

The virtual absence of reports in The Straits Times dealing with Australia’s
indigenous people is reveaiing. Underpinning the process of the Othering is a sense
of exoticism which offers, the first instance, Otherness as a systemétically preferred
option in contrast to likeness (Todorov, 1993, p.264), Like natioﬁalism, exoticism
defines a country or culture by their relation to the obsefver; in the literal sense, the
exotic is “éverything that is exte.mal to the observing subject” {Tlodorov, 1993, P
322). Inthe case of Australia this observation is highly selective, deaﬂing with m~
that are familiar to Singapore and not too different, Thus it is the AngIOlCé]tic
Australia that is Othered and not the indigenous. This stems from a lack of real
knowledge on the part of Singapore whose perception of:- Australia and its inhabitants
have been influenced by stereotypes constructed by the media. Australia is portrayed
in the media of both Australia and Singapore as offering a unique variety of flora,
fauna and landscape. Even its people and culture are seen as “exotic™. Just as
Australia uses exoticism to promote tourism, Singapore uses it to Other Australia,

Australia is seen to possess qualities different from those in Singapore.

Morality |

As a neo-Confucian state _Singapore borders on the puritanical in regards to
moral fssues and the Singapore papers tend to report matters pertaining to sexuality
and homosexuality in Australian as a way of depicting Australia as “decadent™; as
quite separate and different to Singapore. This is clearly seen in reports that deal with
the moral and cultural values of A_ustralians i such articles as, “Aussie gay migrant
policy causes uproar”_".(f.}‘m S!ra.r'r;s' Times, May 28, 1988, p. 6). To understand the
depth of rejection over matters such as this it is necessary to understand both oﬁicial
and popu]al_‘ views on homosexuality. The article reports that- ﬁomosexﬁals in

Australia are being allowed to bring their gay.lovers into- Australia as de facto wives
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under the family reunion scheme, despite the objections of other Australians, It also
details other objections toward the grant of permanent resident status to f‘breign
homosexuals having relationships with Australian men especially AIDS screening
was not included in the compulsory health checks of the gay applicants. The article
‘also goes on to report that Australia has one of the Western world’s highest
percentages of the AIDS virus, proportionate to its population.- This additional
information serves as a reminder to Singaporeans of Australia’s different moral and
cultural values and, 1 weuld argue, Others Australia because it portrays Australia’s
value systems as undesirable. The exclusion of any refefénce towards the countries of
origin of the pay applicants suggests a possible suppression of homosexuality in

Singapore,

Matters relating to sexuality in Singapore are often avoided in its media,
However, by showing Australia as possessing different moral values in regard to
sexuality The Straits Times clearly positions it as decadent and Other. The
construction of Singapore as a puritanical society through the suppression of desire
through puﬁiiive actioﬁ further underlines thi.;'. point, Media censofship isused as a
tool to suppress desires. However, this attempt by the PAP ﬁay be seen as
problematic as the process of consorship aids not only to suppress, but also to produce
desires. This is most ciearly seen m the controversy that surrounded the classification
of films in the early 1990s (Birch, 1993, p, 47) and the discousse arising aut of the

attempts be the Singaporean gevernment {o control the Internet (Latif, 1996, p. 334).

Media control in Singapore comes in a-number of forms. For instance, under
the New Printing Presses Rules of 1972, press licences rﬁay only be renewed on the
condition that the media owners agrée not to run “any article which is likely to cause
tHl-will or misunderstanﬂing between the government and ﬁeople of Siﬁgapore and the
government and the pé{_)ple of Malaysia; or which is lik_ély to excit.é. communal or

racial emotions, or which glarifies or justifies the use of violence in politics” (Lim,
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1985, p. 118). Singapore’s censorship laws in regard to literature and film dealing
with such matters as.sexuality {all published material, films and scripts for theatres
had to be submitted for clearance by goverament departments before they could be
published or screened) is an example of the government’s desire for Singaporeans to
_conform to the nation's dominant ideologies by putting nation before self. As the
identity qf_; a group or community is always constructed, to some degree, in terms of
what it is opposed to, Australia is often portrayed as having opposing moral and
cultural vélues in order to provide and guarantee the identity of the Asian subject.
Homosexuality is accepted and occasionally celebrated in Australia while in contrast,

it is suppressed and discouraged in Singapore,

Lee Kuan Yew supports policies designed 1o capitalise on Singapore’s cultural
differences, especially those pertaining to its traditions of strict discipline and reliance
“on the family (“Lessons from Singapore”, Australian Financial Review, April 19,
1994, p. 16). Lee views the values and morality of Australia as different to those of
Singapore and other Asian nations. He also sees this difference as relating directly to
economic growth, something 1 will take up in greater detail in chapter 4.
Neverlhell_.:s.s, it is important to rt_.:.cognise hefe that Othering occurs out of the aesire of
individuals and of saciety to gain’ contrel of, or maintain, the means of production and
reproduction, Lee credits the Asian value_gystem for Singapore’s ecoromic success
and sees the debate between the Western values adopted by Australia and the Asian
values adopted by Singapore as ending with Asta’s economic transformation, which
will bring with it, a “reaffirmation of Asian cuiture, tradition and values” (The Straits
Times, Fe_bruary 6, 1995, p. 1).' Lee believes that in order for Australia to achieve
- gimilar ecﬁnnmic success, it must adopt an Asian work ethic, ll1'.=.r_labj,r making a direct
connection. between moral values and economic perfc_}rmance. He also thinks that
Australig';:;h\as develof)ed a “resource-fich tﬁenta]ity", which has created a sd_ciety of
_ relaxed_ijé:d_bmpetitive consumers with high debts and _lm;".F savitlgé rates. I..é_e thinks

that it will only be when Australia can abandon this précbnception that it will achieve
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economic integration with Asia (The Sydney Morning Herald, April 19, 1894, p. 3).
His advice shows that he clearfy pérceives the Asian work ethic, which Singapore has
adopted, to be superior to the Wes;tem one adopted by Australia. Lee perceives the
break-down of the Wes.lern. work e_thic as a result of “material abundance aﬁd over-
ample welfare cushions for unenﬁploymentf’ something he believes would never
hﬁppen to Siﬁgapore {Josey, 1974, p. 206). Lt_:e’s conviction that thé Asian work ethic
is superior to that of Westemn nations may be regarded as an instance of O'lhering,
through its \;'alorisation of neo-Confucian ideolopy \#hich in Singapore has been
designed to inculcate “Asian values” in Singaporeans guarding Singaporeans against
the “divisive and disruptive effects of Western individualism™ (Rodan, 1993, p. 24).
The promotion of Confucian values (1978) and the Mandarin language (1982)
through campaigns implemented by the PAP targeting the Chinese population serve
as tools which aid in the nation-building process of Singapore, This is done through
the creation of a sense of “Chineseness” which, due to the numerica!l and
socioeconomic dominance of the group, provides the corner sione of the building of a

consensual national culiure (Rodan, 1993, p. 24).

The different cultural values between Australia and Singapore are reflected in
each country's social programs. These contribute 1o the difference between failure

and success, According to Lee,

Chinese respect for families made for a society that saves, works
hard and retains order, while Western pursuit of individual
freedoms leads today to guns in school, urban decay, State-
dependency -- and further down the slippery slope, to structural
unemployment, chronic trade deficits with Asia and tr a misguided
US crusade to impose individvalist “human rights” an China”

(Financial Review, April 20, 1994, p. 16).

Lee aﬂopts a pos.ition of power and kﬁowledge in that he speaks with '_iiuthority
regarding Australia’s problems. By advising on and by providiiig for Ai;stralia, a

. “standard”- to which he thinks they should aspire, Lee adopts an Occidentalist -
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approach. His perception that Australian society is not only economically but also
morally different to Singapore is significant, His argument seems to be that it is only
througﬁ the maintenance of these differences that Singaporean identity may be
guaranteed, Lee’s comparisons of Asian and Western societies can be seen as
instances of Othering Whereby differences between the two countries are contrasted

50 a3 to provide the Sinéaporean identity. He is reported as saying

East Asians were highly competitive people training themselves for
“life's marathon”, If Australians wanted to compete in the same race,
they would have to go through the painful process of being weaned off’
we[fare dependency.

(The Sydney Morning Herald, April 19, 1994, p. 5).

His subsequent claims that Australia suffers from a “lucky country” mentality and
“resource-rich syndrome” (YAe Australian, April 19, (994, p. 1) also puts Australia in
a negative light ﬁmher: enriching the Occidentalist strain of thought prevalent in so
much of his political rhetoric. 1t is this articulation of Occideﬁtalism that so
péwerﬁxlly Others Australia and leads him to j)redicl that Australia could easily return

to "economic vulnerability” through its lack of competitiveness.

A number of other articles in The Straits Times dealing with Australian affairs
further emphasise the moral differences between Australia and Singapore. Several

examples are as follows:

s “Aussie among three_hanged for murder and drug offences” (June 19, 1993, p. 27,
s “More NSW boys using cannabis” (November 3, 1993, p. 9), .

* "Jajl for Aﬁssie priest who stole $1.9 m charity funds” (August 21, 1993, p. 6).;.

o “Aids-virus man who gave blood jailed 16 months” (Débember 7 1993 p.10);

+ “Sandwich shop scandal: Aussie minister who restgned accused ‘of using govt
party funds for business” (January 24, 1994, p. 4),

 “Another Aussie Cabinet reshuffle” (January 25, 1994, p. 13).



55

All of these articles look at internal Australian affairs and emphasise negative
views of its culture and society. Moreover, they are presented within a discourse of
morality. The strong focus on drug use, sexual misconduct and political scandals in
Australia reparted in T(Je Straits Tines provide a striking contrast to the lack of such

reports of similar incidences occurring in Singepore,

The first example (“Aussie among three hanged for murder and drug offences”
The Sfraff.s; Times, June 19, 1993, p.27) is about the sg.ntencing and death of three
people (two Malaysians and one Australian) in Malaysia, What is s;igniﬁcant is that
the article focuses mainly on the one Australian drug offender. One Malaysian was
sentenced to death for committing murder while the other Malaysian was sentenced,
like the Australian, for possessing drugs. The reason for the emphasis placed on the
Australian has to do with the nationality of the offender rather than the severity of the
crimes commifted, The construction of the West as encompassing values of a
different (and ofien negative) nature to Asian countries as implied by this article is in
line with Yao's {1994) claims about the construction of the West articulating
Southeast Asia’s ambivalence towards the experience of modemity (p. 33). The
.emphasis placed on the Australian caught for Edrug traf'ﬁc.king is in line with the Asian
approach to mass media, whereby the West (in this case, Australia) needs to be

constructed as the “Other” in order for the construction of an Asian identity.

The Singapore government. has always adopted a serious view regarding drug
possession_and use, Lee associates the introduction of Western industries into
Singapore with the introduction of drugs and other undesirable influences {Josey,

1974),

With Western industries ... came Western ‘technologists and
executives, their wives, children, and their life-styles, Some of
them ... gave visible demonstration of the new ‘hedonist cult’,
Already there were the beginnings of drug-taking among some
-students in Singapore, together with the pop songs and
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psychedelic music. ‘And the strange dress styles and imitative
behaviour of seme of our Western educated youth are causing
- concern o parents and the government,’

(p. 206)

The article “More NSW boys using cannabis” (The Straits Times, November
3, 1993, p. 9) has to do with a sharp increase in drug use of male and female students
from grades seven to eleven collated by the New South Wales Drug and Alcohol
Directorate. The statisticai evidence provided in this .article can be seen to Other
Australia as well as serve an economic purpose. By promoting awareness for
Singaporeans toward the high drug use of Australian students (“Forty-seven pér cent
of boys aged 16 had tried cannabis compared with 39 per cent of girls"), this article
may be seen as trying to discourage tourists, students (and especially parents of
students) and potential immigrants from going to Australia due either to fear of
associating with drug users or getting into trouble because of them. This benefits the
Singepore economy. The Singapore government is renowned for its anti-drug laws
and has never failed to harp on the effects of trafficking (death penalty) and possible
side effects of use (e‘g; AIDS, addiction which may lead to violence; etc.). The PAP
associates drug use and abuse with the West (Josey, 1974, p. 206) and its stance on
this issue emphasises the differentiated nature of the West. This detailed article,
coupled with the fact that the Singapore media seldom, if ever reports any drug use of
Singaporeans emphasises the difference between the two countries ahd puts Ads;tra]ia

in an unfavourable position,

The article “Aids-virus maﬁ who gavé blood jailed 16 months” (The Straits
Times, December 7, 1993, p.10) also features drugs. The man’s lawyer claimed that
he had been under the influence of heroin at iﬁat time and so did not know what he
was doing. The focus on the use and side effects of drugs and the possibility of
comracting the ATDS .virus furtﬁer emphasises the diﬁ‘erences b’étween the two

countries in their attitudes towards morality. The penalty in Singapore of meking a
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false statement, such as that reporied above, is severe enough to discourage any likely
candidate and underpins the degree to which Singapore is a controlled society in
contrast with Australia. The point here is that by featuring the negative consequences
of'an open society such as Australia serves to confirm the importance of control in the
Singapore context. There is an implicit assumption that it is only through control that
stability and order can be maintained and it is to this end that the press is complicit in

the process of Othering Australia.

Similarly, the article “Jail for Aussie ﬁriest who.éslole $1.9 m charity funds”
(The Straits” Times, August 21, 1993, p.6) émphasises“the prohlématic nature of
Australian society. This article about an Australian Catholic priesf wio used funds
from a charitable trust department of the Australia and Néw Zea]and'Banking Group
to finance his extravagant lifestyle porirays an example of an absence of moral values
by an Australian in a trusted position, thus emphasising again the different moral
realms and thus cultures of both Australia and Singapore. By showing how this
money was used “to buy a mansion, fly around the world and ho;t lavish parties”
instead ofeaéing the suf‘f‘erings of péople in need confirms what seems to be a policy

of censtructing Australia negatively within the pages of The Straits Times.

Tmplicit in the last two articles cited is the notion that the lack of social order
that permitéIIOpen homosexual relationships, rampant drug use and corrupt pﬁeét's to
function has permeated the politica].arena‘ In discussing the financial problems .6f an
ex-Minister of the Crown The Siraits Times suggests that the ‘decadence’ it reports so
avidly has reached as far the government. By contrast the probity of the Singaporean

government is well known.

Conclusion y _
The selection of articles 1 have chosen to analyse in this chapter are, I would

argue emblematic of a more extensive process. The Siraits Times Other Australia for
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strategic reasons, The negative view of Australia adopted in Singapore’s press
reflects the comviction of PAP that Western values are decadent and if allowed free
access to Singaporean society would have a detrimentai effect. Although Australia
may be aliead of Singapore in certain fields, such as science and technology, the
reports in The Straits Tintes more often than not provide negative views such as
medical blunders rather than successes. The report “Aussie clinic sued for not
diagnosing pregnancy” (¥he Straits Times, December i, 1993, p. 4) illustrates this
view, By juxtaposing reports of Singapore’s achievements with Australian failures the
press clearly articulates the belief that the Singapére government thréugh its

restrictive polices has mastered the modem.
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Chapter 4: The Economics of Othering

There are significant econ.omic differences between Singapore and Australia.
In many respects it could be argued that the economic stability of the two has altered
.in the past three decades with Singapore achieving much greater economic growth
than Australia. When Singapore gained its independence its economy was precarious,
subject to the fact that the island had no natural résources and had a serious
unemployment problein. There were also doﬁbts {both inside and outside Singapore)
about its viability as a separate nation (Rodaﬁ,!. 1993, p. xi). By contrast Auslral.i_a was
a resource rich economy with a high degreé of economic growth. Singapore is now
at the stage of econemic development where returns on investment are high aod
growth rates dramatic. - Unlike Australia, Singapore has had to rely on its people for
economic growth. Redan (1993) ites the present Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong as

proclaiming the importance of this resource to Singapore,

Qur most precious asset will always be our people. We must look
after one another and build up our. national spirit. Our security
depends on our own efforts. Pravided we are united and we
anticipate out problems with ready solutions, whatever the future
brings, we will be ready. .

{(n.74)

The early siage of economic development can help explain the sf_ate of
“Singapore’s political development. Singapore shares ni.any imporﬁmt featuré.s_ with
the more economically regulated “developﬁenlal states” of Asia, These cduntries
depend on economic strategies where their people’s hard work, thrift, high savings,
low constimption and high investments contribute to economic pro'gress. Mo._reover
there are clear naticnal goals of social stability linked to rapid ecq'nomic growth in
‘Singapore and other East Asia states Countries like :Aus(ralia, by conlras_t_'have
developed different strategies deﬁendent upan resource extractior.i,'. high debt levels
and 50 0. “The immense wealth created 8 resource-tich mentality which has resulted

in “high co'hsumption,_".low savings, low competitiveness, high currént account'l'_:leﬁcil
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and high debt" (i'?_w Sydney Marning Herald, April 19, 1994, p. 5). The differences
in economic policy development and implementation between the two countries are
mirroreci in their political and culturai relations. While the government of Singapore
acknowledges the.importance of forging good economic relations with Australia the
frequent depiction of Australia as Other in T#e Straits Times suggests that their are
contradictory pdsitions held in respect to Australia within thé Singapore

establishment,

By juxtapoéing Austr;ilia and Singapore in the articles'.re]aling to regional and
economic relations, it can be clearly seen that Australia is Otiiered. The structure of
- the language used in the title of the newspaper article “Lessons from Singapore”

clearly implies that Austraﬁa can learn from Singapore, thus sugpesting that
. Singapore has the economic advantage over Australia, Lee Kuan Ye\;v is renowned
for speaking his mind on the shortcomings of Australia, be it matters concerning
union power, high tariffs, welfare dependency, resource-rich complacency, income
tax structure or the level of unemployment benefits. On his 1994 visit to Australia,
Lee spoke about not only Australia’s failings but also on the successes of Singapore

and Asia at large.

The desire of individuals and of society {0 gain control of, or maintain, the

| means of procluclioh and reproduction m.ay also be seen as contributing t.o the proce;".is
of Othering in signiﬁcant Wways. Whether this refers to the Otheﬁng of individuals or
societies due to race, culture, or even gender, it results of ways of thinking; in order to
control .these means. As I have argued, Singapciré Others Auvstralia as a means of
maintaining power and enhancing its stronger economic positioﬁ Part of this mastery

" is the reversal of mvestment patterns between the two countries since the 19605
S:ngapore now contnbutes to the Auslrallan economy in several signifi cant ways. In

1995 Singapore was Australia’ 5!
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third largest investor, the sixth largest offshore investment site for
Australian investors, seventh largest irade trading partner, fifth
largest visitor market to Australia and the fourth fargest group of
foreign students,

' ' (The Straits Times, October 31, 1996, p. 1)

The link between economics and cultural production is a problerﬁatic area.
However, 1 will argue that the Othering of Australia is one of the strategies the
Singapore government employs in order to put itself and Singapore in a better
economic posi.tion in relation to Australia. - This strategy will be examingd in this
chapter by icoking at the reasons behind Singapor’e’s pesception of vuinerability
{Yao, 1994) and suscepiibi]ity to Western ‘cultural pollution® despite its"economic:'

growth and success in international trade and the process of industrialization.

According to Rodan (1993); the Singapore government is no differeﬁ.'t from the.
other dominant elites of other nations in that they seek to control and manipulate
variﬁus social, cultura), political and financial economies ta establish power bases (p.
76). Singapore’s economy is based on trade, shipping and tourism with a growing
program of light industrialisation, éingapore alsc produces much of the petréieum for
the Southeast Astan region (Fintay and Turner, 1994, p. 402). As well as having a
large current account surplus, it is"also a net creditor. I: Inflation is fow in Singapore
and unemployment is virtually non-existent. Being devoid of natural resources, the’
Singapore government seeks to build its economy as an international lrading point,”
encouraging foreign business while the Australian government By contrast impaoses

trade barriers to protect local business interests.

Singapore’s economic policies contest with its-cultural policies. _'-To many
Western countries experiencing mounting foreign debt, declining exports and
increasing imports, Singapore is seen as a model aree—market economy However as
Fmiay and Tumer {1994) argued, Smgapore 5 approach is defi mtely not free mrarket

but is managed by the: Smgapnre gavernment that either prowdes d|rect10n by
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targeting industries for development and by offering tax incentives or simply by
“ordering [these industries on] what to do” (p. 402). The Singapore government also
controls unions and the labour market and have implemeﬁted tough legislation against
strikes. Although the Singapore government promotes ftee trade, .it always reservcs
the right to intervene, as was the case in 1985 when the stock exchange was closed for
three days after Pan Electric Indﬁstries. a major Singaporean company, went into

receivership (Finlay and Turner, 1994, p. 402).

The links between economic and cultural po]i:cy are best examined on a
regiona[ basis in this inétance because of Singapore’s status as a regional economic
and communication hub and its signiﬁcant-'_role in ASEAN. In many cases the
interests of Singapore are percei\._red as beiﬁg identical to those of its neighbours,
especiatly Malaysia despite the occasional diségreemem. Moreover, when The Siraiis
Times speaks of Malaysia in this sort of context the impli't':ation is clear; the conditions

also apply 1o Singapore,

In the following reports from 7/ Straits Times this becomes transparent,

* “Dor't meddle in Asean affairs, KL pressure Eroups warn Canberra” (Hre Straifs
Times, May 14, 1993, p. 19).

» “Hands off, Mahathir warns Austratia” (/e Straits T:'mr:s, May 20, 1988, p. I).

» “Canberra wants to move closer to Singapore and the region” (The Straits Times,
March 22, 1994, p. 3).

The attitude adopted by A-sfan govemme;ns such as Malaysia to Australia is
reflected in the first example, “Don’t meddle in Asean affairs, KL pressure groups
warn Canbesra” (The Straits Times, May 14,1993, p. 19), Australia is criticised by
The Malaysiah Action.Fi‘ont, an é's:sociation of pressure groups frc;m Kuala Lumpur,
for-her links with Israel. The structure and content of this article c;.mphasise 't_he fact

that Australia has been {nterfering in ASEAN affairs and that Malaysia has been
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critical of this. The article side steps giving an opinion on the issue of genuine
concern to the KL pressure groups, that is, Israel’s strained relations with Islamic
Asia. The Singapore government has been seen on many oceasions to echo the views
of the Malaysian government, whose stalémems “arpuably constitute the central
position of an Asian approach to mass media” (Yao,_ 1994, p. 36), By telling
Australia “not to meddle in ASEAN affairs both the Malaysian government and The
Straits Times are clearly positioning it as outside of Asia. It Others Australia by

separating it from the Asian sphere.

Similarly, “Hands off, Mahathir warns Australia” (7he Straits Times, Majr_ 20,
1988, p. 1) is anuther instance where Australia is posilioned as outside of Asian
affairs. In the article, Australia is warned to “stop interfering in Malaysia’s domestic
affairs™ referring to detentions under Malaysia’s Internal Security Act. Within this
statement there is an implication that Australia has previously meddled in Malaysian
affairs although how _i.s not specified. The desire of Malaysia to assert itseif in respect
to Australia probably stems from the imperial legacy. Malaysian Prime Min.i._ster
Mabhathir’s criticism of Australia encompasses his disdain of Australia’s treatiment of
Abarigines:

Australians give themselves too much airs and think they should

advise all the governments in South-east Asia (on) how to run their
countries,

When Australia was at the stage of Malaysia’s present development,
you solved your aborigines problem by simply shooting them. You
made sure of your present white supremacy by your White Australia
policy. Even now there is discrimination against coloured people.

.' (The Straits Times, May 20, 1988, p. 1).

The third article “Canberra wants to move closer to Singapore and the region”
(The Straits Times, March 22, 1994, p, 3) expresses an opposite position, Mala}fsia,
and by extension Si'ngapore, is seeking to keep Australia at arms length while

Australian politicians keep expressing the desire to have closer links with Singapore
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and the region. In this case the topic is defence which invariably elicits different
responses to economic or cultural matters from the respective governments. In the
repott Australia acknowledges that its security and economic future “lies in and with
~the region{Southeast Asia)" (p. 3) but 7he Straiis Times is sceptical:

One unique aspect of the document, Australia’s first comprehensive

review of strategic policy since the end of the Cold War, was that

Canberra consulted regional governments -- the Asean nalions,

New Zealand and Papua New Guinea ~while it was being drafted.

(The Straits Times, March 22, 1994, p. 3}

This was the first time that it had underteken prior- consultations with regional

_countries on an Australian strategic planning document.

Having established that t.here isa general relationship between Australia and
the Southe.ast Asian region and that this relationship i.s always subjected o close
serutiny in The Straits Times, 1 will now move onlo some specificities. As pointed
out above, Singapore is a major economic pariner to Australia. I want 10 discu_:ss this
fe[ationship in respect to the areas identified as the major areas of Singapore

investment in Australia, namely: .-

. Trade and lnvestment,
. Toﬁrism,

. Immipgration,

. Education.

However, before I do this I will sketch in what I believe to be the major
features of Singapore __économic developméht-_since independence. One of the most
si.gniﬁcant -,_:?.*velopmehts after Singapm'e__’s.separatian “from Malaysia was that it
embarked on a change_ﬂ economic sirategy of a “more op_én economy, leading towards

closer integration with the international economy” as well as “a more active
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development role for the state in promoting industralisation” (Cheah, 1993, p. 103).
Fiscal concessions along with other incentives were introduced with the aim of
encouraging investments (especially industrial investments by foreign companies).
Manufacturing was also initiated by the Singapare government. The economic
benefits resulting from Singapere’s efforts included rapid economic growth, economic

diversification and rising general ]iving standards (Cheah, 1993, p. 103).

Trade and Investment

Australia accepts that Asia now makes a signiﬁcﬁnt contribution towards its
economy, The Asia Education Foundation (AEF) (cited in Frost, 1994, p. 35)
acknowledpes this fact. Frost quoies several -key phrases from the AEF brochiure 1o
drive home ..:he point; “half our trade is with Asia™; “last February Singapore passed
Australia in terms of income per head”; “more than 60% of Australia’s merchandise
exports go to Asia™; “in i991, the ASEAN countries became our second largest export
ﬁarket“, “of Australia’s top 1,000 companies, subsidiaries of Australian conpanies
earned moré_proﬂts in Asia in 1991 than any other region”, “expofts to Korea have
grown by 14.7%" (p. 35). The examples illustrate the centrafity and increasing
significance of Asia for Australiz’s econontic development, “Australia needs Asia”
states Frost I':(]994), and in order for Austraiia “to take advantage' of the dyn:amic
economic growth in the region we [Australians] need to be able to understand the
peoples who populate it" (p. 35). - Various Australian business organisations and the
governmcnt recognise '_the significance of the refationship and have implemented
policies acéordingly. ~ However, despite the rational economic arguments for
impraved r_elations between Australia and the region, cultural matters seem to i_m_pede
their seamless introduction. Australianfsingéporc and .Auslralian:’l_'cgional relations
remain fraught with misunderstandings that invariﬁbly atise from cultural
misreadings, The Slr&ﬁs Zimes and Dr Mabathir imply that Australia is respdnsible

for much of this misunderstanding for strategic reasons. In short Occidentalism has a
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clear economic dimension which I will map with reference to five articles selected

from The Straits Times between 24 June 1993 and September 18, 1996:

“We don’t seek to be Asia’s moral voice: Howard” The Siraits Times, Seplemher
"18, 1996, p. 17.

. “I(eating' in China to boost economic ties”, f he Straits Thmes, June 24, 1993, p 3,

. “Keating upbeat about relations with China”, The Straifs Times, June 26, 1993, p.
10, '

» “Aussie state seeks $'pore help on going regloual“ The Straits mes March 2,
1994, p. 11;

» “Australia pcnders how truly Asmn it can be” The S!faf!.s Tfmes, April 1, ]994
p.16). -

All five examples illustrale. Australia’s desire to forge closer relations. with
Asian nations. This desire has economic underpinnings, Australia wants to establish
better economic relatiéns so that the Australian economy will progress more
éfﬁciently. The first example (“We don’t seck to be Asia’s moral voice: Howard”,
The Straits Times, Septémber 18, -.1996, p. 17), illustrates Australian Prime Minister
John Howard intent for Australia “to broaden economic ties” with Asian nations.
Howard pledges non-interference in any other country’s domestic politics, claiming
that Australia’s main interest is ecéﬁomic relations, This article clearly suggesis that
economics are of vital i_mporlance:to repional refations overriding virtually all other
considerations such as human rights and so on, Both Howard and Australia’s
previous Prime Ministér Paul Keating have made attempts to establish good economic
relations with Australia’s neighbouring countries. With Singapore, Australia has
made several defence égreements as well as broached the idea of joint indusﬁ’y co-
operation in the hope of improving economic relations. Despite Australia’s attempts
to forge gﬁﬁd relations with Singapore, The Straits Times still tends to partray

Australia in a negative light. In the article under analysis, Mr. Howard states,
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We come to the relationship as a proup of people not seeking to
play the role of the world moraliser, not seeking to impose our will,
or gur custom or our way of doing things on people who choose to
do things differently,. What we seek to do is find meaning to
commen interest,

Howard’s claims, coupled with the very title of the article “We don’t seek to
be Asia’s moral voice™ inplies that there had been an existent (mis)conception about
Australia stemming from previous. relationships and experience which needed to be

explained and justiﬁed...

Similarly, the other four eﬁkamp[es illustrate Australia’s desire to be a part of
the Asian economic region. The articles serve to erﬁphasise not only Australia’s
geographical proximity to Asia but also its desire to be part of the Asian sphere. The
ambiguous \-;iew of Australia often taken in these articles imply that Australia is less
arganised th.an Singapore and that it possesses a different set of values. While two
examples deal with China (“Keating in China to boost economic ties” and “Keating
upbeat about relations with China”) and the next two have to do with Australia’s
dgsire to enter the Astan sphere for economic reasouns, ali have to do with Australia’s

desire to boost bilateral trade and invesiment and to promote its economic dimension.

The article “Aussie state seeks S’pore help on going regional”, (The Straits
Times, March 2, 1994) reflects anibiguity in .lhe sense that on one hand, the aricle
shows Australia to possess particular skills lacking in Singapofean companies,
“expertise in...areas [such as] mining, environmental controls, civil-engineering skills
and sewerage systems”, all of which are exportable skills- which would be beneficial
to Singapore companies in need of these skills. However, on the other hand, the
article shows_ how Australia’s wi]_l_iﬁgness to joint venture with Singapore companies
isa "strategid afliance to .a.ssist our [Australia‘ 5] industry to break into those [regional]
mérkets” (p. H). The article also serves to reinforce Singapore’s view of Austrafia as

Other by positing Australia’s move to Asia as self-serving, implying that Australia’s
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desire to be Asian is governed by economie factors rather than cultural ones, As the
Singapore government’s strategy htas been to emphasise the cultural, in the form of a
set of recogunisable Asian values, this ambiguity towards Australia .may be seen as an
instance of Othering. This is done through languape and structure. Australia’s desire
to expand econerically into the regional markets with the help of Singapore is
referred to as Australia’s wish to “piggy-back on Singapore’s regionalisation drive“.
Also, Singapore's ability to eslablf_éh itseif in the regional markets was what Australia
“hoped to take advantage of' (p. 11). According to Western Ausfralia Premier

Richard Court on getting the first “foothold”™,

“It’s just a huge marketplace and for many small business people
it tends to be overwhelming as to how you get that foothold, The
Singapore Government set a very goed example in how you just
get that little footheld and then build from there.

(p. 11)

Tourism

Although tourism can frequently shape people’s views, the Singaporean press
and its prat_:tices often use fears of racism to shape Singaporeans perceptions of
Australia. By poriraying Australia as “unsafe”, it also helps in eslablishi_ng the

identity of a “safe” Singapare.

The tourist industry of Austealia derives a large portion of'its income. from
Singapore which is why threats to the tou. it industry are viewed seriously by both
Australians and Singaporeans. One case, (“Upsurge of malaria in north Queensland a
threat to touris”™ The Straits Times, August 3, 1993, p.12) illustrates the serious view
of tourism adopted in both countries. T#e Straits Times report concerns an alleged
upsurge iﬁ reported cases of malaria in North Queensland, a premier tourist
destination for Singaporeans. The Singapore press reported that incidences of the
disease were increasing' which Queénsland’s D:Iirector of Public Health Gerry Mﬁrphy

denied. This denial suggests to the author of The Straifs Times a cover-up of a
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problem. The report recognises that a serious outbreak of disease would iJe disastrous
for the Queensland tourism if it is proven correct but implies that the Queensland
governiment, fearing financial loss for the Queensland tourist industry hias not been
transparent in its handling of the issue. Indeed the structuring of the article implies
scepticism: the reports of malaria in Qu_eensland, along with the knowledge that the
Queensland tourist industry would be badly affected (if the reports were proven) and
Murphy’s denial of any widespread malaria outbreak questions not cnly the reality of

the situation in Queenstand but also the moral fibre of Australians.

lmnligfation

The relation between immigration and ethnic and racial diversity has been
well documented (McAllister and Moore, 1991, p.127). Immigrant societies such as
Australia, where massive immigration fiuring the twentieth century resulted in a
ethnic and racial mix of people, has also resulted in feelings of prejudice and social

distance (McAllister and Moore, 1991, p.127).

Migration is an issue for Singaporeans as it affects the economic growth of the
nation, The Singapore press through its journalistic practices provides ambiguous
messages about Australia, which is a popular destination for many Singaporean

immigrants. Two exampkes that cast some light on this view are as follows:

. “.Cut migrant intake, urges Aussie opposition leader” (i Straits Times,
August 9, 1993, p. 7)

* “'Immigration numbers at 17-year low as Aussie economy stumps” (e Straits
Times, July 13, 1993, p. 9)
The view employed by the Singapore government to migration is reflected in
both examples and serves to remind Singaporeans that Australia may not be the ideal

place to migrate-to. Underpinning these examples, which may have racist undertones
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is a view that Singaporeans should be discouraged from looking to Australia in the

hope of improving their fifestyles.

The economic dimension of migration is reflected in both examples, the first
illustrating the relation between immigrants and Australia’s economic recession (as
claimed by the leader of Australia’s conservative National Party Tim Fischer), who
attributes th_g depth of Australia’s 1993 economic depression to imrhigration intake,
The article implies that Fischer’s view is adopted by all Australians and therefore

similarly implies an underlying ractal problem.,

Immigration affects the economic stability of a cbuntry. The second article,
“Immigrant numbers at 17-year low as Aussie econamy slumps” (Fhe Siraits Times,
July 13, 1993, p. 9) illustrates this relation, The reporting that Australia’s sluggish
economy fas pushed itamigrant nﬁmbers to a 17-year low and that “a lot of people,
particularly in the professional fields, are not cheosing Australia because they've
heard how bad the economic situation is" implies a beiter economic situation in

Singapore and encourages continued economic stability.

Foreign students

One important economic benefit accruing to Australia is the revenue gained
from Singaporean students studyi.ng in Auétfalia. According to Austrade, ﬁbout
63,000 international students were siudying in Australia-by 1994, generating about
$Al.4 billion a year, with Singaporeans -forming the third Iatlrgest group of
‘international students, after Hong Kaong and Malaysia (A&s!mlfan Financial Review,
April 21, 1994, p.38). “The reports in The Siraifs Times on this topic suggest that
students are frequently at the forefront of racisi attacks in Australia and the néws
reports alert Singaporeans to this aspect of Aﬁstralian society. At the same tim'é the
r&l:cisl attacks ifgirected a._t.' Singaporeaﬁ students in Australia fuel the agenda of O_the'fing

in-the Singap;:ire press. This is a double edged issue. On the one _liand the reparts
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suggest that Ausiralia fears becoming “Asianised”, by allowing too many Asians into
the country. Similarly, it can be said that Singapore fears “Westernisation” through
the student’s experience of education in a Western society where they live free of the
constraints placed on their socialisation by the social engineering policies of the

Singapore government,.

Economics and the Region

As argued ealier in the introduction, Singapore sees itself as a hub of
Southeast Asia, The importance of economic relations to both Australia and
Singapore is illustrated by their attempts to promote economic stability within thelr
countries as well as forge ties with nelghbounng countries, The following examples
emphasize the desire of Australia to promofe economic relations with the

neighbouring Southeast Asian nations.

¢ “Economics will be .main issue at Indonesia-Australia forum” (The Straits Times,
Qctober 24, 1996, p.24)

. “Australla sends record contingent to Jakarta forum” {The Straits Times, October
25, 1996, p 29)

. “Indonesia, Australia to develop growth area" {The S.-‘ram Times, Qctober 26
1996, p. 2)

These articles outline the importance Australia plaéés on the establishment of
better relations with her neighbours as well as the importance of economics. The first
exemple, “Economics will be main issue at Indonesia-Australia forum” (The Straits
Times, October 24, 1996_, p.24), itlustrates Australia’s desire to forge good economic
relations with Indonesia. This arﬁ:c]e has to do with a two-day ministerial forum
ta'king place in Jakata in which Australian ministers will sigﬁ or witnes§ the signing of
a number of government and private sector co-operation agreements in the sectors of
trade, foreign affairs, education, industry, health, transport and envir.onment. This

article may be used to illustrate an instance of Othering. Australia is porirayed in a
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negative light through the article’s use of language. For example, Australia’s desire
to establish good economic relations with Indonesia is seen to be an “opportunity {for
the new conservative government in Canberra) to establish its credentials with its
northern neighbour”. The language used heve hints at the need for Australia to prove
its worth to Indonesia, Also, the article goes an to add that “Australia’s conservative
government has been attacked by its opponents who say Canberra has focused on ties
with traditional Western allies at the expense of Asian neighbours” (The Straits

Times, October 24, 1996, p, 24).

Similarly, the-zirtic[e “Australia sen;is record contingent t.'o Jakarta forum™

(The Straits Tines, October 25, 1996, p. 29) illustrates Australia’s desire to forge

" sood economic relations with its neighbours. In this case, Australia is reported to
‘have sent a record six ministers (almost half of the Australian cabinet) to Jakarta for
its third biennial forum., According to A_uslralia’s Deputy Prime Minister - Tim

Fischer, this massive show of i.:‘erest underlined the Australian government’s

commitment to improving economic ties _ﬁilh Indonesia. ‘This arficle illustrates

Australia’s “all-out effort to boost economic relations” and Mr. Fischer's statement, “1

don't care_fdr the Guinness Book of Records, but what 1 do caré for is incréasing

investment, trade and tourism” (The Straits Times, October 25, 19'96, p. 29) drives

home the importance of economics to Australia,

The final example, “Indonesia, Australia to develop growth area” (7he SImﬁ!s
Thmes, October 26, 1996, p. 2) deals, once again, with Austra]ia and Indonesia, and
the move to boost bilateral economic co-operation between the two nations. This
article is about the two countries’ agrecmenit 10 develop & growth area to intensify

economic co-gperation between the two countries.

All three articles (“Economics will be main issue at Indonesia-Australia

forum” (The Straits Times, October 24, 1996, p24), “Australia sends t;@:prd
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contingent to Jakarta forum” (The Straits Times, October 25, 1996, p. 29) and
“Indonesia, Australia to develop growth area” (The Straits Times, October 26, 1996,
p. 2) illustrate the importance of economics and the establishment of good economic

relations.

Aaustralia®s Economy, .

The reporting of the economic situation in Austfélia by The Straits Times may
be seen as sefving to Other Austfalia. By illustrating that Aust_ralia’s gconomy is
wqaker than that of Singﬁpore’s, tﬁe Singapore government encourages Singﬁporeans
to continue contributiﬁg to Singapore's economy. Some specific examples .found in .

The Straits Times are as follows:

* “500,000 Aussies may lose their homes” (July 25, 1989, p.7).

¢ "Auystralians face a decade of high unemployment” (July 1, 1993, p.4).

» “Experts ﬁrge Keating to raise new laxe$ for job-creation drive” (December 16,
1993, p, 4),

Tiese examples imply that Australia’s economic conditions could be -
improved. In deing so, they also imply that in compari_son, Singapore’s economy is
stronger, more dynamic and more future dirgcled. It implies that as Australia has a
bad economiz_ﬁ future, Singapore has a better one (em'phasising once the seiﬂother,

good/bad binaries of Othering).

The language u:sed in the first example “500,000 Aussies may lose their
homes” (July:' 25,1989, p. 7) put§ Australiz in an unfavourable light. This article
deals with the prohlem. (described as a “crisis” in.the article) faced b_y many
Australians of housing repayments due to a rise in home interest rates. Morigage
rates are described as “soaring” and “crippling” and the consequen_d_es as “disastrous”.

This asticle clearly illustrates an instance of Othering. Australia’s economic position
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is portrayed as unstable {500,000 Aussies may lose their homes”, and “half a million
Australians, or 3 per cent of the population, could lose their homes...”} in order to

imply that Singapore has a more stable and strong economic position.

Likewise, the second example “Australians face a decade of  high
unemployment™ (July i, 1993, p.4} illustrates another instance of Othering Australia
in order to benefit Singapore economically. In this case, the anic_le deals wi_t_h the
likelihood of Australia continuing to experience high unemployment for the n-ext 10
):!ears‘ Like l_he first cﬁcamp]e “500,.000 Aussies may lose their homes_” (July 25, 1989,
p.7), the language usedl'servcs to OLher Australia by putting it in a negative light and
in so doing, tmply that Singapore in contrast, is more secure economically.
Australia’s Employment Minister Kim Beazley was quoted to have said that
“anything like full empléyment, however defined, will be desperately difficult to
recapture in this country” (Tie Straits Times, July 1, 1993, p.4), A!éo, the statement
of Australians facing the “stark pfuspecl of a decade of '_'high unemployment...as the
gﬁvernment admitted th.at it had little chancé of cutting record do]él queues déeply“

serves to portray Australia as having a poor economic future.

The-article “Expérts urge Kéating to raise new-.laxes for joﬁ-crealion drive”
(The Straits Times, December 16, 1993, p.4) is about a government report urging then’
Australian Prime Minister Paul Kehting 0 raise new taxé_s fora job;creation drive to
“tackle one of the industrialised world’s worst unemployment rates”. Like the first
two exampl:er;, this aniél_e also blatantly portrays Auslralia.as Other by emphasisiﬁg its
poor economic posilioﬁ; “Australia has one of the worst unemployment rates ih the
industrialised world, standing at il per cent last month and near last year’s record
high of 11.3 .per cent” (The Straits ;,_‘"r'mes, December 16, 1993, p. 4), __._This also s'grves
to discouragt; Singapore.ans from migrating to .Australia, thus maintéining economic

stability in Singapore,
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Conclusion

The economic and cultural dimensions of Othering have been seen to be
finked in that Singapore Others Australia culturally to give it an economic edge over
Australia, The press réports in The Straits Times freq’ﬁently portray Australiz as

economically unstable so as to encourage economic growth in Singapore.
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Chapter 5: The Hanson Phenomenon

In ihis chapter T will argue that the advent of Pauline Hanson in Australian
politics is of crucial irﬁpanance to future Singapore/Australian relations, The Hanson
'phenomenon is of such recent provenance that my study is necessarily inconiplete.
Nevertheless I want fo argue that Pauline Hanson, her statements and the events
surrounding her activities in Australia are subject to intense scrutiny in Singapore.
The Straits Times has reported her activities and statements extensively since her
election to the Australian par]iamént in March, 1996. There is evidence to sﬁggest
that the Singapore government is also monitoring her activities (The Siraits Times,
November 1, 1996, p.. 1) and her presence is now Jodged in public discourse via the
Singapore media' ordiﬁary Singap.oreans know about her. The question is, what does
the Hanson phenamenon mean to Singapore given the ambivalence with which
Auslraha is reported in the medla‘? At one level this phenomenon confirms the
Singaporean view that Australia remains a racist country despite the introduction of
policies relating to multiculturalism and the rhetoric of the various Australian
governments, thereby affirming the process of Othering in The Straits Times [ have
identified. At another.level, Pauline Hanson is recogntsed as an embarrassment for
Australia; consequcntly the reports about her are not as harsh as we could have
anticipated._ What Hanson presents is one version of race. There are, of course,
others, not least of which is an anti-racist déscourse which would dispute end]essly
and deeply anything Hanson has 1o say. However what the medw. does is seem to
reduce and colapse the discourse so that it becomes sensatlonal and managesble in
terms of its news production. In thls chapter [ will explore the discourse of Hanson in
The Straits Times, su.ggesting that her presence has brought into sharp focus the
problematic nature of 'AustraliaﬁfSingapore relations as they are 'p_resemed in the

press.



77

Reports and commentary in The Siraity Times regarding the race debate
generated by Pauline Hanson reflect widely held views on Australia within Singapore
from an Asian perspective. That is, there is a deeply held view that despite the advent
of multiculturalism and specific Australian policies designed to discourage racial
hatred, Australia remains essentially a racist country, shaped by its history as a
European enclave in the Asian region. The commentary and reporting of The Straits
Times constitutes a discursive farm shaped by local journalistic conventions coupled
with a rigorous system of censorship allied to extensive self-censorship on the part of

journalists (Birch, 1993, p. 46).

Due 1o the current nature of the situation, I will only atteinpt to analyse events
leading up to the March 1996 Australian federal election and the immediate responses
to Hanson's maiden address in parliament in The Straits Tintes. 1 will also show that
the view of Pauline Hanson expressed in these reports articulates a popularist
conception of Hanson, constructed within a world view dominated by PAP and its
policies, which continues o poriray Australia in a negative light. In shori, the
reporting of Hanson conlinues the process of Othering Australia in the Singapore

press.

Context

Pauline Hanson was originally endorsed by the Australian Liberal Party for
the Queensland seat of Oxley which was a held Labor seat. She was subsequently
disendorsed by the Liberal Party in February of 1996 following her comments t0 a
Brisbane newspaper that Aborigines got preferential treatment for jobs and housing
and that racism was a result of the Government “{ocking after Aborigines too much”.
1t was later revealed that Hanson was warned on two separate occasions for her public
comments on Aboriginal issues but her refusal to apelogise led to her disendorsement
(The Austrafian, February 16, 1996). Her clection to the Federal seat of Oxley, in

March, 1996 as an independert surprised all Australian commentators and analysts.
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Her views on issues such as race and immigration have triggered a wave of media
interest in both Australia and Asia, including Singapore. In her maiden address to the
Australian Federal Parliament on September 10, 1996, she criticised the Australian
government aver the nunber of Asians in the country, warned of an Asian invasion
threat, and that the preferential treatment of Aborigines by the Australian Government
was the cause of racism in Australia (The Straits Times, September 25, 1996, p. 5).
Hanson also claimed that Australia would face a “Bosnia-style civil war” should
migrants and Aborigines continue to receive special treatment (Fhe Straits Times,

October 25, 1996, p. 58).

Such views are of great interest in Singapore especially as she has continued
to articulate them with great force to an apparently receptive audience. Consequently
The Straits Times has reported her speeches in detai), especially as her views seemed

to have struck a chord with large sections of the Australian electorate.

The Singapore government subjects any hint of racism in Australia to intense
scrutiny providing the lead for e Straits Times to follow. The seriousness with
which Hanson’s statements on anti-Asian migration are taken is reproduced in a table
published in The Straits Times which purporis to show a drastic increase in anti-Asian

behaviour in Australia

Before Hanson After Hanson
No. of reported cases: 345 764
Spat on: 25 79
Verbal abuse; 209 670
Physical abuse: 40 95
Written abuse: 23 47

(The Straits Times, November 14, 1996, p, 6)
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Clearly the view is that Hanson’s statements have produced serious
xenophobic outbursts in Awstralia, manifested in the cause of a sharp increase in
racial abuse against Chinese Australians {¥#e Straits Times, November 14, 1996, p,
6). This is taken as sufficient cause for major concern in Singapore. However, it
should also be pointed out that Hanson’s comments have also given rise to concern
among Australian politicians, fariming and church leaders, as well as many Australian
Asians, who see Hansen as causing the rise in incidents of racial abuse and a sharp

increase in official racism complaints to the Human-Rights Commissicn in Australia.

Hanson's maiden address to the Australian parliament was reported
extensively in Fle Straits Times. lInterestingly the critique moved away from the
cultural to the economic, the argument being that her activities would have
widespread implications for the Australian economy. Her views are senn to affect
Australia’s economic interests, as well as immigration, tourism, and the inflow of
loreign fee-paying students. This chapter will look al how reports, editerials and
features in The Straits Times construct Hanson and how they govern the ways in
which Australia is consumed in Singapore. Concerns of The Siraits Times are
reflected in the reports of Hanson's statements about immigration and Aboriginal
welfare policies. The implication that Hanson is racist, for example, articulates the

PAP view about racism in Australia still being a current concern:

“I am not a racist, I know in my hearl 1 am not racist.” she
[Hanson] said, but adding that she believed multiculturalism , both
for migrants and Aberigines, had gone too far,

(The Straity Times, October 14, 1996, p. 3)

Far the purpose of this analysis, I will now examine four areas which The Straits
Times perceives the race debate pursued by Hanson most affects Australia’s interests

in Southeast Asia: economics, immigration, tourism and education,
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Econonic

Tie reporting of Hansen’s views in ke Straits Times on Australia’s economic
future in Asia emphasise Australia’s reliance on her Asian neighbours for economic
success. 1n 1995/96, Australia’s two-way trade with Asia totalled A$73 billion (The
Straits Times, November 7, 1996, p. 4). Any threat to this investment climate is
']Jorlr'ayed as damaging to both Australia’s and Singapo.re‘s interests alihough in the
final analysis Australia will be penalised more. One small example i][l'.i.strates this
poiﬁt; A projected multi-million-dollar investments in the Western Austrﬁ[ian ostrich
industry was allegedly threatened by the changing social climate of Australia
attribut_ed to Hanson's maiden speech in March, 1996 (“Investments pulled out of
ostrich .venture™, The Straits Times, October 15, 1996, p. 4). Appérently, two
Singaporean investors delayed investing in the ostrich -business after becoming
alarmed over reports of anti-Asian sentiments in Ausiralia reported in overseas news
media. Reports such as this filter back to Auslralia ana contribute to the concerns
political leaders and. businessmen lave aboul Hanson's views on. race and
immigration affecting Australia’s economic performance.: What the arrival of Hanson
to the Australian political scene has done, paradoxical ly, is to throw preater emphasis

on economic relations between Australia and Asia,

Apart from social instability, investments will dry up and further

- aggravate the unemployment situation. Japan and the ASEAN

countries are major investors in Australia.  Also, tourism, a

mainstay of the Australian economy, will be hit badly as Asians
form the bulk of tourists coming to the country.

(7he Straits Times, October 25, 1996, p. 58).

"1t is evident that Hanson’s remarks have widespread implications for Asia, a
reg'lot_i__ to which the Australian Govemmém professes to be committed, and to which
Australia's future security and prosperiiy is inextricably bound, giveﬁ Australia’s
geographical positien. Reports in YI!'r_é Straits Times about Australia’s desire to

establisht closer ties with the Asian region illustrates Australia’s concern thiat the race
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debate sparked off by Hanson would tarnish the country’s regional reputation (The
Straits Times, November 7, 1996, p. 4). Howard’s failure to take a stand against
Hanson's views have been predicted, by Australia’s Foreign Minister Alexander
Downer, aslikely to tarnish Australia’s image in the Asian region. Some Australians
claim that Hanson's comments damaged Australia’s image and trade prospects in the
region (The Straits Times, November 15, 1996, p.. 16) Other Australian government
officials, including Deputy Prime Minister Tim Fischer, have warned that Hanson’s:.-
views and comments could damage trade with Aus;tralia‘s neighbours (The Straits
Zimes, October 31, 1996, p. 8). Farming leaders in Australia have also put pressure
on Howard to repudiate Hanson’s speech, saying that Australia’s markets in Asia are
under threat because of it (Tlm.Sfmfr.s' Times, Ociober 5, 1996, p, 4). According to
farm industry spokesman Ian Macfarlane, the president of the Queensland Grain

Growers Association,

Her comments regarding Astan immigration, and the basic racist
undertones associated with them, are causing a great deal of
offence, alarm and instability ameng our Asian business trading
partners. We don’t want to see the markets in those regions put at
risk by the failure of the Prime Minister and other senior
povernment offictals to challenge and dissociate us from some of
the comments that have been made, -

(The Straits Times, October 5, 1996, p. 4)

Opposition Labor leader Kim Beazley warned Hanson that her remarks would
hurt many Australians as well as damage Australia’s standing with important Asian
trading partners (Zhe Straits Tﬁnes, October 9, 1996, p. 4). The near unanimity of
expression amang Australia’s political and business elites on the Hanson phenomenen
demanstrates two things. First[y; it is indisputable that Australia’s economic future is
linked to Asia ', and following from this, political and business elites are mindful of
any event or l_i_r:haviour that could interrupt the economic activity. Secondly, Hanson
is not only consumed by the Australian domestic .media as a sign of a deep social

unrest but she has also been taken up by the Asian media, providing them with a
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metonym for all of the negative Australian attributes they have reported in the past.
In short, in the Singapore media Hanson becomes 2 vehicle whereby Australia may be

further Othered,

The Asian media have given prominent coverage to the race debate. .Ho{irever,
while most media have dismissed Ms Hanson as a fringe exiremist, there has 'been
altmost universal condemmation of Australian Prime Minisi:er John Howard for.;._.w_eak
leadership and for .being seen 10 coﬁdone a perceived resurgence of racism in
Austra[ia. Howard was accused of being racist by John Della Bosca, the secretary of
the New South Wales Labor Party, who claimed that “pcqpi__e wha profit from racism
are racists” (The Straits Times, October 8, 1996, p. 8). According 1o Australia;_s, first
Chinese Member of Parliament, Helen Sham-He of the New South Wales state
Liberal opposition, Howard’s refusal to repudiate Hanson cbuld fuet suspicions that
he was aftaid of upsetting people who held similar views (The Straits Times, Q@taber
9, 1996, p. 4), His_conservative Liberal-National povernment, while condemning
racism, has defended Ms Hanson’s right 1o speak out and has blamed the racism
controversy on the media. Howard believes that Hanson’s willingness to ai.r.her
views has resulted in people being able to speak more freely about “politically
incorrect issues” (The Sﬂ'ai!s Timues, Se'plémber 23, 19946, p;6). Howard’s staﬁce on

this matter is perceived to be detrimental to Australia/Singapore economic relations.

Immigration _ _ _
Hanson’s call for an immediate halt to all immigréiion to Australia in her
maiden address has proved particularly offensive to Asian Australians. While Hanson
secks to be inclusive in her demands it is clear to this significant section of the new
Aﬁstralian community that she is in. fact being exclusive, She links Asian
immigration to Australia’s policy of “rulticulturalism”, introduced in the 1970s afier
decades of whites—oﬁly:‘:mmigration,_ arﬁ argues that both should be discarded (The

Straits Times, October 5, 1996, p. 4). Hahscm apparently believes that Australia is in
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danger of being “swamped by Asians” who have their own culture and religion, form
urban ghettos and do not assimilate into the singular Australia she proposes (The
Straits Times, October 25, 1996, p. 4). Hanson also claimed that Asian migrants
brought with them crimes such as.home invasions and singled out the Sydney suburl
of Cabramatta, which is populated largely by Vietnamese migrants as an example,
All of this is reported in detail in The Straits Times and one can only assume that it .is
also . read with close -attention by Singaporeans; especially those with close

connections with Australia,

~ Immigration affects both Australia and Singapore’s economic environment.
Australia is a popular destination for many migrants from Asia (including Singapore).
Migrﬁtion (and especially business migration} is a factor contributing 'directly on
Australia’s economic growth (Yhe Swraits Times, 'Novembér 15, 1996, p. 18),
Similarly, the Singapore government recognises the significance of immigration to
Singaporean society. As previously established, Singapore’s population c'i:onsists ofa
majority of migrants arriving in the 1900s. The PAP considers thé people of
Singépore to be a primary resource and have thus formulated policies to discourage

Singaporeans from migrating overseas.

Hanson’s controversial views have been criticiééd for jeapardising Australia’s
relationship with its Asian neighbours. Asian migrants make up around 4.7 per cent
of Au-tralia’s 18 million population and about a third of the nation’s 100,000
immigrants each year (The Straity Times, November 7, 1996, p. 4). Furthermore, the
Australian Dep#rtment of Immigration had estimated business migration would attract
A$856 million in invest:ﬁent capital in the financial year ending June 30, 1997 (Tk};
Straits Times, November 15, 1996, p. 16)... In other.. words, Asia and._Asians are
becon:ling even.more jmportant t_b the economic and materi.él well being of all

Australians.
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Articles in The Straits Times covering the race debate serve: a dual purpose.

On one hand, it serves the information purpose by letting the reader know about the
current situation. On the other hand, it also serves an ideological purpose. Through
the articles” content and use of language, they imply that Australia isnot a safe place,
thus inviting the Singaporean reader to see Australia through a different lens; as a

place of potential danger rather than as benign tourist or immigration destination. The

following articles illustrate this:

"71% of Aussies feel 1mm15rauon levels are too high, poll shows“ (The S!mus
Times, October 5, 1996, p.4)

»

» “A question of race” (! tie Strails Times, October 12, 1596, p. 4)

»  “Unease in Australia over race issue” (Fhe Strails ?.'imu.s', October 12, 1996, p. 36)'

. “Race issue may start civil war: Ausiralian MP" (Hw Straits Times, October 14 :
1996, p. 3)

In each example, Hanson’s views on the issue of Asian migration are stated, '
along wiﬂl reports of aﬁ;s of racial discrimination, thus clearly 'lmply"m.g that Australia
is a racist nation. The behaviour in Australia towards Asians attributed to Hanson’s
thetoric I_-ias forced senior Australian politicians to pmvide alternative accounts of the
role of Asians in Aust:l.'alia‘ Prime Minister John Howard’s acknowledgement of
immigrants’ contributicns to Austral_ia is evident in his statements attributing them to

Australia’s economic growth,

“The contribution that Australians of Asian descent have made to
this couniry has been immense, They have brought to this country
many skills.

(he Straits Times, October 12, 1996, p. 36)

However, despite Howard’s defence of Australia’s immigration policy, he is reported
to have little influence on changing the views of Hanson's supporters.  Reports of

Hanson’s maiden speech, in which she voices her opinions on Asian immigration, as
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well as the reports from Liberal Party MPs of “outbreaks of racial abuse against
Asian-Australians”, all help to deliver the message of Australia being an undesirable
destination for Asians in the current climate. imerestingly, none of f#e Siraits Times’
répons provide any analysis of the conditions underpinning the Hanson phenomenon
such as the changing work conditions of Australians arising frem changing economic
practices associated with the globalisation of the Austrafian economy. Ausfralia is no
longer a high employment country and the closure of industries and the s_t_:bsequent
loss of jobs clearly éreate conditions ﬁrhere people seek to scapegoat grdups. This

seems to be the case with Hanson and her supporters.

Articles in ??w Straits Times dealing with Australia’s immigration concerns
put in place by Hanson’s views establish Australia as an. undesirable destination for
Singaporeans The éf_ﬁcles emphasise the different poficies of Australia 10 Singapore
in regard 1o multi-culturalism, Australians' fear of the “_Asianisation" of Australia
(The Straits Times, .:October 12, 1996; .p‘ 36) illustrates not only the deep seated
concerns of many Hanson supporters but also serves as an instance of Othering by

The Straits Times.

Tourism

Since the arrival of Pauline Hanson on the Australian political stage several
Asian tour groups have cancelled trips to Australia (The Australian, November 4,
1996, p. 2). The implications of more extensive boycolt.s has profound i:ﬁp]ications
for the tourist industry in Australia. This is recognised by John Brown, head of the
Tourism Taskforce in Australia, who has urged the Federal Government to ﬁ.lnd a $25
million “rescue package” aimed at restoring Asian conﬁ.dence in Australia in the wake
of the damaging race debate. According to Brown, “we need the government to
reiﬁforce the view that we want Asian tourists here, All of that money and all of those

jobs within the teurism industry are at threat” (The Siraits Times, November 5, 1996,
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p. 4). Cancellations are seen to be a cause for “genuine national concern™ (The Siraits

Times, November 5, 1996, p, 4). According to Brown,

We are concerned with the impact on Asian tourism in Australia
and the jeopardy it puts on the jobs of these kids (employed in
tourism). Unless we do something to nip in the bud this view that
Australia is a racist country then there will be a lot more
cancellations ... we are concerned about the cancellations we will
never hear about,

(The Australian, November 4, 1996, p. 2)

Tourism contributes $14 billion to the Australian economy (7he Ausiralian,
November 4, 1996, p. 2), with nearly four million international tourists (mainly
Asian), visiting the country in 1995 (Fhe Straity Tines, November §, 1996, p. 4}
Asia accounts for sixty per cent of Australia’s tourists. The reports of specific
incidences of racial attacks of Asians in Australia constructs Australia as being an
unsafe environment for Asian visitors. Examplas sich as “Attacked ‘because he was
Asian™ (The Straits Tines, November 14, 1996, p. 6) emphasises the racial
distinction made more evident by Hanson’s anti-Asian views. The article reports a
case where two Aslans were assaulted by Awustralians for no apparent reason other
than their race, “They attacked us because we were Asian”. This articlc'c;.an be seen
as exemplifying Ausiralia as a racist society and so serving an economic aspect by

discouraging potential tourists to Australia,

Education

Aside from affecting immigration, Hanson’s opinions are also seen to affect
Australia’s lucrative overseas educatioﬁ market. Individual Asian students pay close
to $20,000 a year fd_r. education fees and accommodation in Australia (The Straits
Times, November 11, 1996, p. 6). Overseas education for Singaporeans is a
problemalic area for the Singaporean ﬁuthorities. Bducation, in the neo-Confucian
tradition, is a highly valued social attribute and demand for tertiary education cannot

be met domestically in Singapore. However, an overseas education exposes the
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Singaporean student a range of cultural values frequently deemed unsuitable in
Sinpapore and The Straits Times continuously highlights both reports of racial abuse
and examples of perceived undesirable cultural and moral values in the West,
Commenting about. the race debate, Singapore’s High Commissioner to Australia,

Lieutenant-General Winston Choo says,

I think this to an extent could, if not controlled, affect say tourism,
Singapore students wanting te come to study here, and eventually if
tourism is going to be affected, then 1 think the investment inte the
tourism industry. '

(The Straits Tinws, October 31, 1996, p. 8).

Hanson views on racism, then, provide Zhe Straits Times, and other media,
with material wheréby Australia may be constructed as dangerous, unpleasant and
Other for the Singaporean. Moreover, The Straifs 3"':':::(::.5' portray her views as highly
influential among Australians. The opinion poll conducted by 7he Sydney Morning
Herald in October 1996 allegedly fﬁund that 48 per cent of respondents backed
Hanson, and only 38 per cent disagreed with her views (Yhe Siraits Times, October
15, 1996, p. 4). The following month the paper reported a rise in support for Hanson.
Results from the Sydney Morning Herald purported to show that sixty-two pér cent of
the respondents supﬁoned Hanson’s plan to freeze immigration and fifty-three per
cent endorsed her call to reduce the proportion of Asians.com'mg into Australia (The
Straits Times, November 15, 1996, p. 16). The Straits Times adopts the view that
“QOpinion polls, radio shows and newspaper columss have shown broad cc;mmunity
support for her” (Oct_ober 12, 1996, p. 4). Hanson’s influence on and support from
Australian society as illustrated in The Straits Times serves to reflect the PAP view of

Australia as a racisl society.

Conclusion
Hanson is a new player in the complex Singapore/Australia equation, By

emphasising her statements and the alleged support for her in the Australian
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community and the weak leadership of Howard on this matter The Straits Thnes has
successfully deployed Hanson as a force in the process of Othering Australia.
However, it is more complex than simple recourse to‘ihe claim of Qthering - the
economic aspects contained with the Hansonite discoufse and anti-Hanson discourse
also have a bearing on Singapore’s future, Fhe Straifs Times correctly takes the view
that Hanson is bad f‘or Australia and for Singapore, However, piven its continued
ambivalence towards Australia, it is_ not too sure what to make of her. On the one
hand she represent;s the aspects of Australia that Yhe Swraits Tines has always
suspected to be just beneath the Australian surface but on the other hand Singapore is
now closely linked to Australta economically and any distuption is detrimental to
Singaporean business interests. The i_mplied solution is that strong leadership - just

like Lee’s would solve the problem (T#e Straits Times, June 16, 1993, p. 22).
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Chapter 6: Conclusion

This thesis e_xamines the way in which Australia is reported in Singapore’s
main English newspaper, 7ie Straifs Times. 1 have argued that Australian/Singapore
relations are ambivalent at best for historical and ecoﬁo'mic reasons and that this
amBiva[ence is expressed in the way in which Australia is reported, However,
rc]z;tiohs between S:i'r.lgapore and Australia are of stljétegic importanc.e to both
countries, especially. in the areas of ecotiomy, defence and regional relations.
Australia and Singapore contribute to each other’s trade and investment as well as
]iavfng Joint defence agreements. I have argued that desﬁite (or possibly because of)
Australia’s geographical location, the Singapore press frequently "Others” Australia
and this type of reporting constitutes é form of Occidentalism which is a recent
derivative of Orientalism. 0ccidenlaiism has emerged as a powerful ideological
framework in Asia reflecting the changing economic relélions between Asia and the
West in the past decade. 1t is mobilised by key political and institutional figures to
posiion the West in 2 negative light in order to dem_onsfrate what Bhabha calls
“mastery”. This is certainly the case in respect to the r;;ions on Australia in The

Straits Times that ! have analysed.

Othering occurs to differentiate individuals and societies. Oriemalism and
Occidentalism are instanﬁes of Othering and arises out of the desire of Endividﬁals and
societies to distinguish themselves and estab]_ish notions of identity. Asian nations,
including Singapore associate Western nations such as Aust_ralia as characterised by
“indi.vidualism, selﬁsﬁriess, materialism and decadence™ while their own .t':oumries

possess a sense of “community, spirituality and family” (Rodan, 1993, p. 40).
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Singapore’s adoption of Asian values is a defence mechanism authorised by the PAP

and circulated by the Singapore media to contest Western cultural pollution,

I have also drawn out the links between the Singapore government énd The
Straits Times in order to demonstrate the nature of govemment oontro] of both
communciations in its broadest sense and the media in parttcular The S!raffa Titnes
articulates the PAP view as well a5 help to shape the nation in accordanc_e to their
dominant ideologies. Media policies are formulated to serve as tools which aid in the
construction of a Singaporean national identity reﬂecling. the Singapare Government's
stated desire to exercise firm control o.ver all dimensioﬁs; of ideclogical work in the
state (Birch, 1993, pp. 20-21), Governmental contrel over Singapore’s press comes in
the form of licences \;rhich media owners may renew annually on the condition that
they agree not to run Hany article which is likely to cause ill-will or misund_grstanding
between the government and people of Singapore and the government and people of
Mx_ilaysia; or which is likely to excite communal or raciél emotions, or which glorifies
orjustiﬁes the use of violence in politics” (Lim, 1985, p. 118). While my.argument
has been specifically about Singapore, Singapore’s regional significance and its
sensitivity to the affairs of it immediﬁte.neighbaurs (wiﬁ1 which it often identifies)
must be seen as a factor here, albeit: an under researched and undeveloped one.
Further research should take into acéoﬁnt the question of regionalism in an Asian
context, The Singaﬁore government has a long proactive tradition of using the
nationa) media for nation-building purposes, having designed and implemented
policies and strategies which see the rﬁedia mabilised to achieve government decreed
ends such as family pl.anuing, ]anguag¢ education and s6 on. This proactive policy

has also spilled over into regional affairs through Singapore’s membership of
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ASEAN, Therefore, the nepative view of Australia adopted in Singapore’s press may .
be seen to reflect the conviction. of PAP that Western values are decadent and if
ailowed free access to Sinpaporean society would have a .delrimental effect, Press
reporta of Australia in The Straits Times frequently emphasise issues such as family
values, sexuality (especially homosexuality), work ethic, lack of communal harmons'
and the fragmemalion of society, all of which are represented as Australian values and

dramatically opposed to the values perceived as important as social glue in Singapore.

“The formation of a set of collective ‘Asian values’ has been seen to help
Singapore’s nation-building policies and establish it as a significant Asian nation,
Asian governments believe that “Asian values” are superior to the values of Western
societies, Singupore’s adoption of Asian values is a defence mechanism authorised
by the PAP and circulated by the Singapore wedia to contest Western culturgl
polluti_tm. National stereotypes serve to construct “unity while sustaining difference .
within national groups”™ and to “mark off those who belong to the nation from others
through their possession of the: secret..to read it” (Hodge, 1989, p. 443). By.
juxtaposing reports of Singapore’s achievements with Australian failures the press
clearly articulates the belief that the Singapore governme.nl through its restrictive '

polices has indicated its desire "to show" that it has mastered the modern.

. The principle question that arises from this sitvation of Othering is, quite.
simply,_why does The Straifs Times, and by implication the Singapore. govemment,
choose to "Other” Australia in a remarkably consistent manner? 1 have attempted to
answer this complex question. by looking at past events in the history of

Australian/Singapore relations which have affected this relationship in a number of
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identifiable areas including economics, cultural exchanges, education, tourism and
politics which have been reported in a number of spesific articles dealing with

Australig in the Singapore press.

According to Yao (1994), the perceptiﬁn of Australia as Other stéms from a
fear of ‘cultural pollution” which in turn masks a deeper unease about the experience
of modernity, Modernity presents the Singapore government with a problem, PAP
desires Singapore to be a modern state and reap the benefits of modernity similar to
that- experienced in Western nations but almost entirely at the material level
However, this desire is mixed .\'avilh the fear of cultural pollution on the part of the
governing elites. The fear on the part of PAP of Singapore adopting the same
undesirable Western values associated with Western media has led to the
implementation of nationai ideologies which were foralated to establish a national
identity. The Singapore government's desire for Si11gab6reans to enjoy. the same
material comforts offered by mbdemity but at the same time, it is fearful: of what it
terms ‘cultural pollution’ which has become associated y:ith the experience of

modernity in the rhetoric of government,

In order to make concrete this centraf dilemma I have examined the issues of
race, values and morality in Australia as illus;lraled in The Straits Times, suggesting
that the differences betwecn-Austra]ia and Singapore are more ideological than
material.  This analysis further #ids our understanding for the reasons behind
Singapore’s perceived ‘vulnérability’ and susceptibility to Western ‘cultural
pollution’ on the part of the elites despite the country’s ecoromic growth and s|LCCess

in international trade and the process of industrialization. The formation of *Asian
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values’ is a response to the fear that the Western media bring the moral and cultural
values of the West to Singapore, The government and its instrumentalities view this
a3 undesirable and damaging to Singapore’s future economic and social progress. I
have shown that the construction of Australia by the Smgapore media as Other isa
deliberate strategy designed to lessen the impact of the perceived undesirable qualities
possessed by Western nations aﬁd expressed in their media. Despite the fact that
Australla tries to adopt pollcles of cultural diversity, it is still seen by many
Singaporeans to be exclusively a Western nation and one whlch exhibits a preference
(whether in immigration or job prospects) for white Anglo-Saxons or Europeans
genera]]y. Austsalia is seen be the ‘moral oppesite’ (Yao, 1994) of Asian sccieties
and these aspects are perceived by the Singapore government to challenge and

question their policies in regard 10 the moral structure of Singapore saciety,

T have also examined ihe economic differences between Australia and
Singapore and illustrated the link belween economics and O'thering and between
economics and culturat production, which is a problematic area. Singapore .'sees itself
as a hub of Southeast Asia. The importance of economic relations to both Australia
and Singapore is illustrated by their attempts to promote economic stability within
their.eountries as well as forpe ties with neighbouring countries. 1 have argued that
the d_esire of individuals and society to control or maintain eontrol of the means of
production and reproduction is the basis of Othering, Whether this refers to the
Othering of individuals or societies due to race, culture, or even gender, it eesu]ts of
ways of thinking, in order to control these means. Singapore Others Australia as a
means of maintaining power and enhancing its stronger economic p05mon I have

also argued that the Othering of Australia is one of the s;rateg:es the Singapore
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government employs in order to put itself and Singapore in a better economic position

in relation to Australia.

I have concluded with a preliminary and incompleté analysis of the Hanson-
phenomenon as it brings into sﬁarp focus the problems discussed and also reflects
back on the Singapore press, bringing into.question the :way it is or_ganised and
controlled. 77 Straits Times takes the view that Hanson is bad for both Auﬁtra]ia and
Singapore. Hanson represents the aspects of Australia t!_1;tt The Straits Times has
always. suspected to be just beneath the Australian surface,. .However, as éingapore is
now ciosely linked to Australia cconomically any disrﬁption is detrimental fo
Singaporean business interests and the views often employed in news articles about
Hansoh are often ambiguous. 1n the light of the changing eﬁonomic circumstances of _

Asia, there is clearly the need for more research in this field.

The Singapore government employs a variety of communication strategies to._
ensure :that its economic, political ..':.lnd cultural agendas are widely understood within
Singapdre society in general.  These strategies are formulated by PAP and
implemented in accordance with their view of what should constitute the nation’s

dominant ideologies by the Singaporean government apparatus,

The Srrau.s Tintes’ reporlmg about the race debate generated by Pauline
Hansun reflect widely held views on Austra]:a within Smgapore from an Asian
perspec_iwe. That is, there is a deeply held view that despite the__advent of

multiculturalism and._ specific Australian policies designed to discourage racial hatred,
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Australia remains essentially a racist country, shaped by its history as a European

enclave in the Asian region.
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