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The Communication Checklist — Adult (CC-A)

2 = once or twice a day; 3 = several times a day (or always)

Please enter a number in the box D in the right hand column, as follows:
0 = less than once a week (or never); 1 = at least once a week, but not every day

28.

Ability to communicate varies from situation to situation; e.g. may cope well when talking one-to-
one with a familiar person, but have difficulty expressing him/herself in a group.

29!

Leaves off beginnings or ends of words; e.g. says ‘roe’ instead of ‘road’ or ‘puter’ instead
of ‘computer’.

30.

Repeats back what others have just said. For instance, if you ask, ‘what did you eat?’, s/he might
say, ‘what did | eat?’

31.

Ignores conversational overtures from others; e.g. if asked, ‘what are you doing?’, does not look up
and just continues working.

32.

Mixes up words that sound similar; e.g. might say ‘telephone’ for ‘television’ or ‘magician’
for ‘musician’.

33.

Hurts or upsets other people without meaning to; e.g. s/he may say ‘blunt’ things that offend people.

34.

Takes in just 1-2 words in a sentence, and so misinterprets what has been said; e.g. if someone
says ‘l want to go skating next week’, s/he may think they’ve been skating, or want to go now.

35.

It’s difficult to stop him/her from talking.

36.

Leaves off past tense —ed endings on words; e.g. might say ‘John kick the ball’ instead of ‘John
kicked the ball’, or ‘Sally play over there’ instead of ‘Sally played over there’.

37.

Tends to bore people. For instance, s/he may talk about facts that appear obvious, or talk about an
event or a joke for too long.

38.

Makes mistakes in pronouncing long words; eg says vegebable rather than ‘vegetable’ or
‘trellistope’ rather than ‘telescope’. o

39.

Fails to recognise when other people are upset or angry.

40.

Gets the sequence of events muddled up when trying to tell a story or describe a recent event;
e.g. if describing a film, might talk about the end before the beginning.

41.

Is over-literal, sometimes with (unintentionally) humorous results; e.g. a person who was asked ‘Do
you find it hard to get up in the morning?’ replied ‘No, you just put one leg out of the bed and then
the other and stand up.’ Another person who was warned ‘Watch your hands’ when using a sharp
knife, proceeded to stare at his fingers.

42.

Includes over-precise information (e.g. exact date or time) in his/her talk; e.g. when asked ‘when
did you go on holiday?’ may say ‘13th July 1995’ rather than ‘in the summer’.

43.

Leaves out ‘is’; e.g. says ‘Dan going to work’ rather than ‘Dan’s going to work’ or might say
‘That girl short’ rather than ‘That girl is short’.

44,

Mispronounces ‘th’ for ‘s’ or ‘w’ for r’; e.g. says ‘thoap’ instead of ‘soap’ or ‘weally’ instead of ‘really’.

45.

Asks a question, even though s/he has been given the answer.

46.

Is vague in choice of words, making it unclear what s/he is talking about; e.g. saying ‘that thing’
rather than ‘kettle’.

47.

Shows unusual interest in things or activities that most people would find unremarkable, such as
types of electric socket, washing machines, types of apples.

48.

Doesn’t explain what s/he is talking about to someone who doesn’t share his/her experiences.
For instance, might talk about ‘Daniel’ without explaining who he is.

49.

Uses unusual words even when chatting informally. Talks like an academic professor in
inappropriate social settings.

50.

It is hard to make sense of what s/he is saying (even though the words are spoken clearly).
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The Communication Checklist — Adult (CC-A)

The questions so far have asked about difficulties people may have that affect communication.
The remaining questions ask about communicative strengths.

Please respond O to 3, as before, but remember that now a O response would mean that a person
lacks this strength, and a 3 would indicate good communicative skill.

Please enter a number in the box D in the right hand column, as follows:
0 = less than once a week (or never); 1 = at least once a week, but not every day
2 = once or twice a day; 3 = several times a day (or always)

51. | Speaks clearly so that the words can easily be understood by someone who doesn’t know him/her
very well.

52. | Reacts positively when a new and unfamiliar activity is suggested.

53. | Talks clearly about what s/he plans to do in the future; e.g. what s/he will do tomorrow, or plans
for going on holiday.

54. | Appreciates the humour expressed by irony; e.g. would be amused rather than confused if
someone said ‘Isn’t it a lovely day!” when it is pouring with rain.

55. | Produces long and complicated sentences such as: ‘When we went to the football match, | saw
England win’ or ‘| saw this man standing on the corner’.

56. | Makes good use of gestures to get his/her meaning across.

57. | Shows concern when other people are upset.

58. | Speaks fluently and clearly, producing all speech sounds accurately and without any hesitation.

59. | Keeps quiet in situations where someone else is trying to talk or concentrate; e.g. when someone
else is watching TV, or during formal occasions such as a wedding or lecture.

60. | Realises the need to be polite; e.g. would pretend to be pleased if given a present s/he did not
really like, and would avoid making personal comments about strangers.

61. | When answering a question, provides enough information without being over-precise.

62. | You can have an enjoyable, interesting conversation with him/her.

63. | Shows flexibility in adapting to unexpected situations; e.g. does not get upset if s/he planned to
work on a computer, but has to do something else because it isn’t working.

64. | Uses abstract words that refer to general concepts rather than something you can see; e.g.
‘knowledge’, ‘politics’, ‘courage’.

65. | Smiles appropriately when talking to people.

66. | Uses words that refer to whole classes of objects, rather than a specific item; e.g. refers to a table,
chair and drawers as ‘furniture’, or to apples, bananas and pears as ‘fruit’.

67. | Talks about his/her friends; shows interest in what they do and say.

68. | Explains a past event clearly; e.g. what s/he did at work, or what happened at a football game.

69. | Produces sentences containing ‘because’ such as ‘John had a cake because it was his birthday’.

70. | Talks to others about their interests, rather than his/her own.
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