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Pl o b, Sl

Abstract

Some chiidren in schools in Western Australia may be at risk of developing
learning or behavioural difficuities because they have a difficuity in language
learning wnich is uncomplicated by any other cbvious cause. Local research
by Zubrick (1984) has reveaied that, even at the Pre-primary and Year 1 level,
such children are perceived to be less academically able than their peers. In
an effort to improve identification rates for these children, Zubrick {1984)
interviewed parents of children referred for speech therapy, and parents of
children not referred for speech therapy, to determine the extent to which they
felt that some behaviours were either reiated, or not related, to difficulty in

language leaming.

The present study examined the extent to which 79 Pre-primary and Year 1
teachers from 2 school districts of the Ministry of Education of Western
Australia agreed or disagreed with some of Zubrick's findings. Generally,
teachers in this study and parents in Zubrick's study were seen to be in
agreement on the behavioural correlates of difficulty in language learning
selected for inciusion in this study, particularly on those behaviours directly
related to language performance, such as Speech is difficult to understand,
and Cannot make self clearly understood. The conclusion was drawn that any
differences observed between the teachers in this study and the parents in
Zubrick's study may have occurred because of the differences in setting
between the home and the school, and the differing opportunities available to
parents and teachers to observe the effect of some behaviours on the

language performance of individual children.

This study also sought to determine the degree to which patticipating teachers
felt that they had the necessary knowledge, skills and training to confidently

identify children having difficulty in language learning within their classrooms,




and whether or not they felt that making that identification was part of their role.
The majority of teachers in this siudy indicated that identifying children having
difficulty in language learning was part of their role. While the teachers were
generally confident that they had the necessary knowledge and skills and
training to make that identification, they indicated a need for more training in
this area. Comments revealed that the teachers in the study felt that there was
a lack of resources, such as access to guidance officers, speech pathologists
and other professionals, to assist them in the identification, diagnosis and
remediation of children having difficuity in language learning which is

uncomplicated by any other obvious handicap.
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Chapter 1

introduction
Background

Some children attending primary school in Western Australia may have
difficuity in one or more aspects of language learning. The difficulty occurs in
the absence of any obvious cause such as hearing loss, otitis media, mental
retardation, physical disability, mental disorder, or low intelligence. Further, the
difficuity may only become apparent as children are exposed to the increasing
language demands of the school setting. It is important that children having
difficulties in language learning be identified in Pre-primary or Year 1 so that, if
necessary, effective intervention techniques can be empioyed in order to

alleviate future learning difficulties and/or behaviour problems.

There is evidence to show that difficulty in orai and written language at school
can be preceded by difficuities in oral language at an earlier age. The
evidence has been provided by researchers using longitudinal studies (e.g.
Bishop & Adams, 1990), retrospective studies (e.g. Rutter, Tizard & Whitmore,
1970, cited in Bishop et al., 1990), and mass screening programmes which
have included a follow-up component {e.g. Gray, 1988). Behavioural
correlates of difficulty in language learning have also been widely reported in
the literature. However, Zubrick (1984, p. 3) indicates that "little systematic
research has addressed the behavioural correlates of language impairment,
despite clear clinical reports in the literature of behavioural sequelae or

consistent behaviour problems in language disordered children.”

1
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Theoretical Framework

Carrow-Woolfolk and Lynch (1982) suggest that language is a complex
phenomencn. Thelr feeling is that no theory of language acquisition can he
ignored, since each may explain at least some part of the process. Carrow-
Woolfolk (1988} discusses a number of theories emanating from particular
views of language development, showing how the adoption of each viewpoint
has changed the way in which difficulty in language learning has been
perceived and described in the clinical sefting. These thecries are discussed
chronologically, beginning with the neuropsychological theory. Carrow-
Woolfolk indicates that this theory focuses on language as a physioiogical
function of the brain. Neuropsychological theorists claim that there are
different types of language difficulties, depending on the degree and type of
brain dysfunction. The behaviourist theory which follows does nct, however,
acknowledge different types of language difficuities. While the former focuses
on language as an inherent brain function, the latter claims that language is a
learned behaviour resulting from antecedents and consequences of language
behaviour. Thus, its prcponents claim that ianguage difficulties occur when
there is a difference between the language behaviours of children and of aduit

models.

Carrow-Woolfolk's discussion of the theories which followed the behaviourist
theory shows an increasing focus on the nature of language itself, in order to
develop explanations of difficulty in language learning. For exampie, the
information processing thecrists describe language as a relationship between
input and output processes. For these theorists, difficulty in language fearning
thus becomss a deficit in the function of any of the processes in the sequence.

Linguistic theorists extend the focus by concentrating on language as a system

of abstract rules. For linguistic theorists, difficulty in language learning is based

on difference, rather than deficit. Proponents of this view indicate that




differences can be detected when children and their peers are placed on

developmental indices.

Carrow-Woolfolk indicates that the cognitive organisation view which follows
builds on from these theories, focusing on language as one of many (similar)
cognitive tasks. However, those subscribing to this theory claim that difficulty
in language learning is a result of basic problems in learning systemls, rather

than just a language difficuity. Under this view, it seems thai children with

difficuity in language learning would also have other learning problems.

In the most recent of the theories desrcribed by Carrow-Woolfolk, a returnto a
focus on the processes of language to explain difficulty in Janguage learing
can be seen. Advocates of this theory, the pragmatic theory, focus on
communication as the prime function of language. Therefore, they see
difficulty in language learning occurring as a resuit of a breakdown in some, or

all, of the interactive processes of communication.

However, Emmitt and Pollock (1991) are among those who acknowledge that,
althcugh many of these theories have had some impact, it is the behaviourist
theory which has dominated education for many years. Teaching practices
developed from this theoretical base have relied heavily on habit formation
using a stimulus/response paradigm. Difficulty in any aspect of leaming
(including language) has thus been said to occur when learners fail to respond
to stimuli in the manner of adult models. Any variations in the nature, cause or
characteristics of the difficulty have often been overlooked when

intervention/remediation strategies have been planned or implemented.

Recent trends in education in Western Austraiia have seen a shift away from
this view, with the adoption of the theory of language learning and language
teaching known as the Whole Language Approach. This approach has had

input from both psycholinguistics and sociolinguistics. Emmitt and Pollock

13



{1991) define the former as the investigation of processes involved in language

~and the mind and the latter as the use of language in varying social contexts.

Cambourne {1988) is a major exponent of the Whole Language Approach. He
bases his view of the teaching/learning paradigm on two key assumptions, the
first of which is central to the discipline of psycholinguistics. This assumption is
that the oral and written forms of language are only superficially different in
that, regardless of the form of language being presented, the mind is only
concerned with one function - the making of meaning. The second of his
assumptions comes from the discipline of sociolinguistics and acknowiedges
the ways in which children master the complexities of oral language as they
learn to talk within the family setting. He describes learning to talk not only as
a stunning intellectual achievement, but also as one which is usually achieved

painlessly and without formal instruction.

In developing these assumptions into a model of teaching and Iearning
Cambourne acknowledges the validity of the differing cultural and linguistic
styles which each learner brings to the task of language acquisition. He
recognises that there may be different reasons for difficulty in language

learning and does not attempt to determine a single causatory factor.

Cambourne rejects traditional approaches to assessment, such as the
allocation of numerical grades or the determination of reading ages through the
use of set criteria. Instead he advocates the careful observation of children
engaged in language learning both across time and in a number of settings, as
a means of determining the nature of any difficulty. This approach has been

formalised by researchers such as Clay (1972} and Goodman (1980).

There has also been, in the description and assessment of language learning,
a widespread use of developmentai language indices favoured by the linguistic

theorists. Some of these indices, such as that given by Sheridan (1985}, are

14




chronologically based and prescriptive in their view of age appropriate
behaviour. Sheridan charts language behaviours in the young child by the
month or year, listing precise descriptions of behaviours such as "chuckies and
laughs: 3 months", "beginning to ask questions (what? where?) and offer
simple information: about 24 months", or "conventional grammar usage: 5

years'.

Other developmental indices such as the First Steps programme (a Ministry of
Education initiative in Western Australia) establish a hierarchical model of
developmental stages in language learning. Proponents of these indices
acknowledge differing maturational rates of chiidren, and stress that the stages
of development they describe shouid not be linked to chronological age or year

levels within the education system.

Clay (1991), however, exposes the problematic nature of such indices. She
questions the assumption that all children will move through simiiar
developmental stages or indeed have similar learning experiences. She
indicates that developmental indices ignore the fundamental differences
which occur not only between cultures which are obviously different, but also
between cultures which appear to be similar, or between subsections cf the
same culture. Additionally, Clay suggests that individual learners may appear
to ignore certain stages, prefer to develop their skills in other ways, or move
on to parts of higher or lower stages in a totally different manner from that

prescribed.

| have no difficulty in accepting thia tenets of Cambourrie's theory, the rationale
which underlies it, or the key assumptions on which it is based. | can also
appreciate that, for many educators, deve.iopmental indices may be a useful
tool in that they can provide clues as to the stage at which the language

learner may be operating. My dilemma ligs in the acceptance of the use of

15



observation of language behaviours only to determine whether or not children
are having difficulty in language learning, particularly with reference io the Pre-
primary and Year 1 age group. While both the careful observation of children
engaged in language learning tasks and the use of developmental indices may
be useful strategies for the identification of children having difficuity in
language learning, they make no allowance for children who do not progress
through the normal channeis of development. Nor do they encourage the
teacher to look beyond the presenting language behaviour to determine the
influence of such factors as cultural variation, context or social constructs.
Further, they do not acknowledge the behavioural correlates found by Zubrick
(1984) to be reliabie indicators of an underlying difficulty in language leamning.
It is important to recognise that many behaviours which were shown in her
study to be indicative of this difficulty may not appear to be connected to
language. For example, extreme shyness may be a personality or culturai trait,
but may also be indicative of difficulty in language learning. Aggressive or
violent behaviour may occur as a result of difficulty in language learning and
may not only be a behavioural or emotional disorder. A lack of interest in any
language-based learning task may well be due to a lack of understanding as to
the nature and requirements of the task rather than to a lack of motivation, a
lack of interest in the context in which the task is presented, or a sign of low

intelligence.

It is reasonable to assume that as language-based learning tasks become
more complex then difficulty in language learning should become easier to
detect. In Pre-primary or Year 1 chiidren, however, such difficulties may be
hidden from the observer. Children beginning to have difficulty in more
compiex language tasks may develop behaviours such as copying or
mimicking other learners; never taking risks; becoming aggressive; using only

familiar or rehearsed language structures; refusing to engage in protracted
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conversation; relying on familiar aduits or other children to interpret, explain or
request on their behalf; and never (or rarsly) asking questions or seeking
explanations. At this stage of development when learning tasks are based in
oral, aural, or non-verbal areas of language, teacher recognition of behaviours
such ds the foregoing would seem to be important if early detection of difficulty

in language Iearning is to occur and appropriate action is to ba taken.

Purpose of the Study

This study is an extension of the work carried out by Zubrick (1984) with
parents. However, the focus of this study is on the perceptions of teachers in
relation to behaviours which may or may not be related to difficulty in language
learning. It seeks to examine the extent to which Pre-primary and Year 1
teachers agree that the behaviours identified by parents as being related to
difficulty in language learning may be associated with that language difficulty.
The study also seeks to determine the extent to which Pre-primary and Year 1
teachers agree that some of the behaviours shown by the parents in Zubrick's
study not to be reiated to difficulty in language learning may be reiated to that
language difficuity. Similarities and differences between the views of teachers
in this study, and the parents in Zubrick's study, will also be explored by

establishing the order of relative importance of each behaviour for both groups.

In the preparation of this study, little research was found ¢n the way in which
teachers in Pre-primary and Year 1 classes in schools in Western Australia
describe their confidence in their ability to identify children having difficuity in
language learning, or whether they feel that making that identification is part of
their role. It would seem to be relevant to investigate these issues since
researchers such as lllerbrun and Greenough (1983}, Patterson and Wright
(1990), and Kemp (1986) are among many who indicate that teachers may feel

that the identification of children having difficulty in language learning is not
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part of their role, or that they do not have the necessary knowledge, skills or

training to confidently make that identification.

Definjtions
For the purposes of this research the following definitions have been adoptsd.

Language

Language is defined as the construction and sharing of meaning among
culturally aligned groups. It is giobal in nature; is a complex interplay of many

systems; and is central to any learning regardless of the discipiine.

From Emmit and Pollock (1991, Chap. 1).

Difficuity in Language Leaming

Difficulty in language learning occurs when the learner fails to either convey
meaning in, or extract meaning from, an interchange in one or more of the
modes or genres of language appropriate to their level of maturation and
development. Therefore, in this research, the term wilt be used to describe
persistent language behaviours that are different from those expected within
the school setting, considering a child's chronological age. It will reiate only to
those children whose different language behaviours cannot be exgiained by
difficulty or delay in their mental, physical or emotional development. This
definition refers only to those children having difficulty learning English as their
mother tongue, and does not refer to children having difficulty in learning

another language, nor to children learning EEnglish as a second language.

This definition is based on Speaking and Listening (Draft Edition), Curriculum

Programmes Branch, Ministry of Education of Western Australia.

18



Pre-primary

The term refers to the year spent by chiidren (who are usually turning 5 that
year) in a designated Pre-primary centre within the Ministry of Education in

Waestern Australia prior to entering the first year of formal education.

Year 1

The term refers to the first year of formal schooling within the Ministry of
Education of Western Australia system. Children usually turn 6 during this

year.

Plan of the Thesis

The remainder of this thesis is set out in accordance with the following outline.

Chapter 2

!

Chapter 2 presents a review of the literature associated with behavioural
correlates of difficulty in language learning. The chapter commences with a
discourse on the nature of language, followed by a discussion on those issues
which may affect the identification of difficulty in language learning in Pre-
primary and/or Year 1 children, The chapter concludes with a summary and

the research questions.

Chapter 3

Chapter 3 opens with a description of the selection of subjects and the
instrument chosen to collect data to answer the research questions. A
dascription of the design of the questionnaire and the validity and reliabifity
measures taken to ensure valid data collection follows. The chapter concludes

with a description of the procedures used to carry out data collection.
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Chapter 4

This chapter describes procedures used to carry out data analysis, the resuits
of data analysis, and discussion of results for each resaarch question. The
chapter concludes with a summary on the findings in relation to each of the

research questions.

Chapter 5

Chapter 5 contains a general discussion on the findings of this study, followed
by acknowledgement of the limitations of both this study, and the study on
which it was based. The chapter concludes with a discussion on the
implications of the findings from this study for classroom practice and for future

research.
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Chapter 2

Review of Literature

The Nature of Language.

Any discussion on the nature of language is made difficult because language,
as a tool for communication, "is among the most compiex human functions®
(Hallahan & Kaufmann, 1991, p. 218}. Further, the term language means
different things to different people depending on their individual perspective.
Cambourne (1988) indicates that some educators have previously viewed
language as a series of discrete, unconnected skills which have been taught
under such arbitrary headings as phonics, spelling, grammar, writing, or
reading. Language has aiso been seen as separate from other subject areas

such as mathematics, science, art, social studies, or music.

A number of researchers, including Emmitt and Pollock (1991), are assisting
educators to change this view as the principles of such theories as the Whole
Language Approach are accepted. Emmitt and Pollock define language as "a
complex and abstract phenomenon that can be realised through a number of
verbal and non verbal codes which are centred on the construction and sharing
of meaning among culturally aligned groups* {p. 5). They also discuss the role
of language as being the means by which we can structure our world and
make sense of our environment. From their discussion they conclude that
language cannot be divorced from thinking or from learning in any sphere of
human activity. They see learning as not just the acquisition of a series of
facts, but rather as the ability to discover relationships between pieces of

information and to develop concepts from available information.



ifficuilty in L el ing.

Many terms have been used in the literature to describe, name or categorise
difficulty in language learning. For example, Cantwell and Baker (1987) make
use of the term developmental language disorder, which they indicate is
synonymous with such terms as dysphasia, developmental childhood aphasia,
minimal brain damags, oligophasia, congenital auditory imperception,
developmental word deafness, language retardation, delayed language
development, or language disability. However, Fletcher {1980) indicates that
the complexity of defining the concept of language and "the absence of any
clear aetiology and the lack of precise clusters of linguistic symptoms make
many of these terms imprecise” (p. 427). Zubrick (1884) also acknowledges
that definitions of speech and fanguage have varied across time, and that this
has compounded difficuities of definition from an historical perspective.
Definition of difficulty in language learning has been further compiicated
because such difficulty can occur in conjunction with many other physical,
mental or emotional disorders, or in isolation. It may aiso be culturally based,

occur as a result of context, or be socially constructed.

In her research, Zubrick (1984) has resolved this issue from a clinical
perspective by establishing that "there is consensus that ciear differentiations
can be made between pure-speech, pure-language and speech-and-language
impaired children® (p. 21). She has also accepted the findings of Wolfus,
Moscovitch and Kinsbourne (1980) who, after consideration of a broad range
of neuropsychoiogical and language data, reported two subgroups of language

disability -- an expressive group, and a receptive/expressive group.

Parameters for this research, however, are set within Pre-primary and Year 1
classrooms in mainstream schools in Western Australia, where teachers do not

generally have access to such a detailed body of knowledge on the nature of



difficuity in language learning. Within this setting English speaking children
who have either speech-and-language or pure language disorders may not be
cbviously impaired. They may not be referred to a cliniclan, with the resuit that
the nature of their difficulty may never be identified.  Alternatively, they may be
referred for diagnosis much later in their school career, by which time they

have already experienced years of failure and considerable loss of self esteem.

Such children are at risk of developing learning difficulties and/or behavioural
difficuities in conjunction with their language difficulties, and it becomes
progressively harder to intervene effectively as they are moved through the
education system. As previously acknowledged, difficulty in one area of
language may well precede or be linked to difficulty in another. Mann and
Brady (1988) indicate that there is a great deal of consensus among
researchers that many instances of difficulty in learning to read can reflect
problems in one or both of the following areas: (a) language processing, and
(b) awareness of phonolagical structure. Both of these skills are developing in
Pre-primary and Year 1 children, and at this stage effective remediation
strategies can be implemented without drawing undue attention to the fact that

children are not succeeding with more academic tasks.

The term difficultly in language learning is used in this research in preference to
such terms as language disorder, developmental language disorder or
language disability. The term is used to describe any different, persistent
language behaviours in Pre-primary and/or Year 1 children which are
inappropriate for their chronological age when they are speaking, listening,
reading or writing. The focus in this study is, however, on speaking and
listening behaviours as most Pre-primary, and some Year 1, children do not
have highly developad reading and writing skills. it should be noted that this

definition refers only to those children having difficulty leaming English as their



mother tongue and does not refer to children having difficulty learning a second

language, nor to children learning English as a second language.

incidence of the Difficulty.

Statistical information on the incidence of difficulty in language !earning varies
widely from source to source. A 1989 screening project initiated by the Speech
Pathology section of the Health Department of Western Australia on the 1984
birth cohort indicates that the incidence of difficulty in speech and/or language
learning was 11.65%. This figure was collated on the basis of clinical follow-up
of cases referred by parents who identified their child as having difficulty in
language learning. Parents made that identification by assessing their child on
10 behaviours. The behaviours were obtained by selecting the 10 most
sensitive items from the 90 described by Zubrick {1984) as being possibly
associated with difficulty in fanguage learning. Gender differences were
reported for that survey population, with 65% of those detected being male and

35% female.

Cantwell and Baker (1987, p. 8) aiso acknowledge gender differences when
they indicate that their research reveals that approximately three males are
affected for every female in what they term as developmental language
disorder. They define this disorder as "a disturbance or delay in the acquisition
of language that cannot be explained by general mentat retardation, hearing

impairment, neurological impairment, or physical abnormalities” {p. 11).

Evidence presented to the Senate Standing Committee on Education and the
Arts (1984) resuited in the foilowing information being presented in paragraph

9.47 of the Australian National Language Policy:

...Experience in the United States and United Kingdom indicates that

seventeen per cent of children may be disadvantaged by language



incompetence. A South Australian survey of State Schools indicates
that the figure could be as high as eighteen and a haif per cent or two in

evary nine children.

Three possible reasons have been given in the policy for the lack of statistics.
Firstly, the lack of facilitiss may have inhibited referral of children for treatment
by teachers or other professionals. Secondly, the behaviour of children in the
classroom may cloud identification of the problem until they are much older.
Thirdly, the lack of adequate statistics may also be an artefact of the lack of
teacher training in the nature and function of language and the identification of

language difficulties.

Concept of Transience.

A concept which may also affect the identification of difficulty in language
learning in the young child is that of transience. This issue has been
addressed by Bishop and Edmundson {1987) who investigated the effect of
transient difficulty as opposed to persistent difficulty. In some cases difficuity in
[anguage learning may appear to resolve naturally as the child grows and

matures, and the difficuity is therefore said to be transient.

Bishop and Edmundson (1987) suggest that in such cases early identification
and intervention may create more problems than it solves in terms of reduced
teacher expectation of performance levels in children so identified, increased
levels of parental anxiety, and loss of seif esteem or heightened seif
consciousness in the children. However, their concerns would appear to be
negated by the findings of Rutter and associates (cited in Duane, 1988) who
carried out a number of studies on the Isle of Wight in the United Kingdom.
Duane maintains that the iongitudinal nature of those studies demonstrated
that, in the absence of any specific attempts at remediation, not only does the

difficuity persist but the population of underachievers within a general



population tends to enlarge. He comments that unfortunately, these data seem
to have had little impact on education. Hallahan and Kaufman (1991) also
stress that *all communication disorders carry social penalties®, and indicate
that “disorders of this function do not always yield to intuitive or commonsense

solutions® (p. 218).

Discussions such as this highlight the need for early identification even if no
immediate intervention is planned. It would therefore seem desirabie that
teachers are aware of the importance of such issues. In many cases, a lack of
teacher awareness of the significance of such issues may mean the difference
between a child being referred for appropriate help or not being referred in time

for effective remediation to be able to occur.

Concept of Relativity.

Identification of difficulty in language learning may be further complicated by
the concept of relativity discussed by Zubrick (1984, p. 21). This concept
reflects the notion that by a given age children should have gained control
over certain aspects of behaviour or have achieved certain levels of linguistic

competence.

An example of how this can complicate the issue of identification of difficulty in
language learning in the Pre-primary or Year 1 child is that of mastery of the
sounds of language. For example, teachers could reasonably expect that by
the age of 6 a child has command over most of the single sounds of language.
Any child having difficulty enunciating 4 or more single sounds may weil be
suspected of having difficulty with oral language. A speech therapist, however,
may or may not see this as a difficuity depending on the particular sounds and
the way in which the child uses articulatory organs to produce the sounds. A

parent may feel that the child's speech is representative of the way in which the



family speaks and is therefore acceptable, or conversely feel extreme anxiety

since no other family members have spoken this way.

The concept of relativity in oral ianguage and some associated speech and
language behaviours has been addressed in a series of benchmarks or
developmental milestones established over time by therapists, psychologists,
linguists, and other professionals. These benchmarks, however problematic,
have provided the basis for the expectation that an individual chiid will achieve
a certain perforrnance level in oral language by an approximate chronological
age. Appendix A gives 2 examples of how such benchmarks may be
presented. The first lists expected performance against chronological age in
months and years, and the second is in the form of a checkiist put out by the
Speech Pathology section of the Health Department in Western Australia for

use in Pre-primary centres.

The concept of relativity is not as easily addressed in relation to behaviours
which are not directly language related but which may be significant in the
identification of difficulty in language learning. Zubrick (1984) discusses a
number of reasons why this couid be so, indicating that judgements on
behaviour are subjective and can be affected by a number of variables such as
age, gender, parental expectations, and the persistence of behaviours across
time. In her research Zubrick acknowledges that parents and teachers are the
most important adults in the lives of young children, but indicates that parents
are in a much better position than teachers to observe a greater range of their
children’s behaviour in wider contexts and across longer periods of time. She
acknowledges that parents are generally good observers of their children's
speech and language, quoting research by Weber, Kushnir and Weber (1982)
as showing evidence that in instances where, when parent and teacher reports

are in conflict, the parents generally have been shown to be correct.
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Zubrick also indicates that parents are ultimately responsible for determining
the degree of assistance that children might receive, based on their view of the
relativity of any difficulties in behaviour and/or language learning detected by

the classroom teacher.

Parents and teachers, however, observe the child in very different domains.
The class teacher has the opportunity to observe the child interacting with a
large group of peers in a number of specific task settings and maybe ina
position to detect the presence of any difficulty in language learning and the
need for possible referral for further diagnosis and/or intervention. It wouid
therefore seem to be important to determine the extent to which teachers
agree or disagree with the significance of various behaviours already identified
by parents and clinicians as being reliably associated with difficuity in language
learning. It would also appear to be useful to ascertain the degree of
confidence feit by teachers in dealing with any issues related to the

identification of difficulty in language learning within the classroom.

Chiid Behaviours

Behaviours within the school setting of chiidren who may have difficuity in
language learning are widely reported in the literature. A number of terms
have been used to describe either the behaviour or the accompanying

language related difficulty. For example, Lipson (1981) indicates that:

..... a child with a language disorder may be distractable, easily frustrated
and have a short attention span. He quickly acquires a reputation for
failing to follow directions....The child may have above average ability to
understand language, and above average intelligence, but will often

have trouble expressing himself ( p. 201}.



Griffith (1980) describes the child with a generalised, relatively mild motor
impairment often known as the clumsy child, She indicates that these children
may often be biamed for behaviour they cannot help, such as untidiness, poor
performance at games, messy eating, extremely poor handwriting, and great

difficulty in reading and writing.

On the other hand Connor (1987) describes the behaviour of the quiet child
who may have an anxiety syndrome related to a lack of communicative ability.
He indicates that such children are reluctant to answer, disclose iess, will not
seek help, do poorly in group work, and never (or rarely) draw attention to

themselves by behaving badly.

Cooper, Moodley and Reynell (1978, cited in lllerbrun & Greenough, 1983)
indicate that the frustration felt by chiidren who are unable to communicate
effectively sometimes leads 0 antisocial behaviour. In this situation it is often
the behaviour which becomes the focus, rather than the underiying difficuity in

language learning.

Such reports, however, appear to do little to clarify the issues from the
teachers' perspective. They are generalised, and do not discriminate between
chiidren with difficulty in language learning and those with associated
handicaps. They are rarsly linked to a particular age group, and lack strength

in their discussion since they are often not backed up by specific research.

Zubrick (1984) carried out a research project which addressed these issues in
two ways. Firstly, she examined the concept of behavioural correlates of
difficulty in language leaming from an historical perspective by carrying out a
detailed literature review. Secondly, she approached practising clinicians on a
number of occasions to verify the validity of the behavioural correlates
identified in that ®view and to add any which were currently felt to be

significant. This procedure enabled her to list 90 behaviours out of a possible

29



FdPpEEE o

200 which could be significantly associated with difficulty in language leaming
(Appendix B).

To test the strength of the relationship of each behaviour to an underlying
difficulty in language learing, Zubrick established a sample of 825 children in
the 4 - 7 year old age group. The parents of each child were interviewed by a
speech pathologist or a trained research assistant and asked to indicate
whether each behaviour was (a) not true, {b) sometimes true, or (c) very true
for that child. The sample consisted of 2 groups, the first of which contained
413 children referred to speech therapy clinics in the Perth Metropolitan area
for treatment between August and December, 1983. The referred group was
assessed by a speech pathologist before inclusion in the study. Children were
excluded where there were hearing difficulties, associated developmental
handicaps, a history of seizures, any neurological or psychiatric history, low I1Q,
oro-faciai anomalies, and/or dysarthrias. A random sample control group of
412 children was selected from the same pre-schools or schools attended by
the clinical group. The controi group was matched according to age and

gender.

Detailed statistical analysis showed that 4 individual behaviours discriminated
extremely well between referred children having difficuity in language learning
and their randomly chosen counterparts, and a further 21 behaviours
discriminated moderately well between the 2 groups. Zubrick made
distinctions on the strength of the effect of each behaviour by examining the
amount of variance captured by the independent variable {(namely clinical
status, i.e. referred or not referred for speech therapy). These behaviours are

listed in descending order of significance in Table 2.1
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Table 2.1

1. Cannot make self clearly understood to 14. Physically attacks others

others 15. Refuses to talk
2. Speech is difficull to understand 16. Does not relate to other children
3. Cannot say all sounds comrectly 17. Finds instructions hard to follow
4. Cannot retell 2 message accurately 18. Is shy
5. Is not active in conversation 19. Siblings talk for him/her
6. Says verf little 20. Does not teli stories
7. Is reluctant to join in groups 21. Only talks to onhe person
8. Likes constancy 22, Takk is difficuit with friends
9. Needs time to adjust 23. Poor schoo! work
10. Does not ask questions 24. Clings to aduits
11. Is reluctant 1o talk in groups 25. Does not enjoy stories
12. Is withdrawn 26. Poor concentration

13. Acts too young

NB Numbering indicates the relative order of importance of each of the behaviours in Zubrick's
(1984) study.

Zubrick's study is of importance to the present work since the research was
carried out on a local poputation, is comparatively recent, and is one of the few

studies which has examined the area of behavioural correlates of difficully in
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language learning. She reports that the results of her study “are in accord with
Cantwell et al (1980) in that, as a group, speech-and-language handicapped
children do have a higher prevalence of behaviour problems than a matched

group of non-referred children® (p. 105).

Analysis of each of the 90 behaviours individuaily also led Zubrick to conclude
that there were 12 behaviours which did not discriminate referred from non-
referred children on any variable taken into consideration i.e. clinical status,

age, gender, or socio-economic status. Table 2.2 lists those behaviours.

Tabie 2.2

Behaviours Not Associated With Difficuity in Lanquage Learning
{Zubrick, 1984)

Has allergies Has asthma

Has sudden changes in mood or feeling Is impulsive

Follows things better when shown Is accident prone

Suffers from earache Unusually naughty

(s clumsy Whines

Gels bored with toys quickly Visits the doctor frequently

One of the limitations of Zubrick's study is that she does not appear to address
the issue of cuitural influences, nor that of children from non-English speaking
backgrounds. A further limitation is that Zubrick uses data obtained from
parents only to determine the significance of each of the behaviours which

were listed by practising clinicians, or compiled from previously validated
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studies. Nevertheless, her findings have sufficient strength to make it seem to
be important to estabiish teacher agreement on the extent to which those
behaviours either mzay, or may not, be associated with an underlying difficulty
in language learning. Accurate identification of children having difficulty in
language learning in the Pre-primary or Year 1 classroom may well rest on the
expertise of the teacher in correctly identifying those behaviours which are
significant and those which are not, in conjunction with any other testing or

assessment which may occur.

Formal Processes of Identification
tandardised Tests

Standardised tests are often used as a diagnostic tool by school guidance
officers or other professionais to decide whether or not a child should be
referred for further investigation. Strickland and Morrow (1989) outline
common concerns in their discussion of the problems associated with the use
of such tests, including the fact that the tests frequently do not reflect the skills
and knowledge that are developing in young children. They indicate that such
tests often reflect an outdated theoretical base and may focus only on a narrow
set of specific skills. Additionally, it is of major concern that frequently these
tests only allow for a limited range of responses to be classified as correct,
thereby negating the linguistic background and cuitural experiences of

individual children.

Given these common concerns it would therefore seem to be important, when
using such tests, not only to consider other aspects of children's language
performance, but also to note the persistent presence of any of the
behaviours shown by Zubrick to be significantly associated with difficulty in

language learning.
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In some areas, screening programmes ara used to detect leaming difficulties
acro'ss whole school populations. Patterson and Wright (1991) point out that
early screening programmes, which may or may not include an assessment
of speech, language and hearing, are often not efficient at identifying children
with subtle or inconsistent difficuity in language leaming. Such children are
clearly at risk of their difficuity intensifying as their schooling progresses, as
has been previously acknowledged in this study with reference to the findings
of Rutter and associates (p. 14). Aram, Ekelman and Nation {1984) also
suggest that the language disorders recognised in pre-school years are often
the beginning of long standing language, academic and/or behavioural

problems.

Zubrick asked teachers to determine the academic standing of children
included in her study, indicating that parents are generaily not able to
competently judge this aspect of their children's performance. ' She reports that
generally, children with language difficulties are perceived by teachers to be
doing far worse academically than their non-referred counterparts, and even at
these early stages of schooling the secondary effects of a primary language
disability may be making themselves felt. Her findings seem to reflect the
concems of Patterson and Wright (1990) in so far as they underline the
importance of using all available means to detect children having difficulty in

language learning as early as possible.

It may also be that where such screening measures are in use, reliance is
placed on their efficiency to such an extent that teachers and other
professionals are not sensitised to the possibility of difficuity in language

learning not being detected. This would seem to support the premise that such
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professionals should be familiar with both the nature and range of difficulties in

language learning and associated behavioura! correlates.

The Referral Process

The nature of the referral process operating in Pre-primary and Primary
schools in Western Australia can aiso be a complicating factor in the
identification of children with difficulty in language learning. lllerbrun and
Greenough (1983) describe the process as being linear in nature. Children
suspected of having difficulty may be referred by the class teacher to the
school psychologist via the principal. The psychologist, in turn, may refer
children to a centre for further diagnosis. At the centre the children may be
seen by a number of therapists from different disciplines. At each stage of the
referral process factors other than the actual identification of the nature of the
difficulty may become important. Such factors may include time constraints,
the availability of professional diagnostic services, the degree of severity of the
difficuity in relation to other children in the process, the child's perception of
what is happening, and the willingness of parents to cooperate and participate.
The end result of the process can be that little or no information in terms of the
actual nature of the difficuity may be passed back to the class teacher in a form

which can be readily understood or acted upon.

A second factor of significance in the identification of children having difficulty
in language learning and which also relates to the referral process is that of
time. By the time a teacher suspects that a child's difficuities may be language
related (rather than behavioural, emotional, medical or due to low intelligence)
and the child goes through the referral process, it is usually haifway through
the school year. In this situation the referral process may be of little value
since, by the time the child is assessed and any reports made, it is close to the

end of the school year. The following year may well see staff changes, the
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child may change schools, or there may be no continuity of record keeping
which could alert the following teacher as to the nature of the difficulty or the

special needs of the child.

The fact that the referral process exists, however, means that once again
refiance may be placed on its efficiency, and individual teachers may feel that
the identification of any difficulty in language learning is not in their domain.
They may lack confidence in the ability of the parents to report accurately on
results of any testing or assessment in cases where thers is a time lag
between the assessment at a clinic and the sending of a repcit to the school.
Teachers may also feel a lack of confidencs in either the process or the reports
that it produces because of the lack of consultation between the various
disciplines and/or the technical nature of those reports. There would appear to

be little research which seeks to ascertain teachers' views in this area.

Teacher Expertise and Efficianc
Expertise

Zirkelbach and Blakesley (1985} suggest that a major component in the
identification of difficulty in language learning in the classroom is that of teacher
expertise in separating the contribution of poor or deficient oral language from
that of low intelligence, perceptual dysfunction or lack of motivation. Context
and cuitural influences may also affect performance, and should not be ignored

when assessing difficulty in language learning.

While some teachers may readily identify an obvious difficuity in oral language,
such as stuttering, or difficulty in using articuiatory organs to produce certain
sounds, they may riot realise the significance of an apparently minor difficuity
or behaviour which may or may not increase as the child orogresses through

the education system. Patterson and Wright (1990) reinforce this observation.
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They suggest that teachers or other school personnel do not perceive the
impact of such difficulties, and that this prevents identification of the problem
until children are much older. They also suggest that many teachers are
iacking in an understanding of the academic effects of difficulty in language
learning. Clay (1972} suggests that teachers need to develop their expertise in
the observation of childrens' language behaviours if they are to develop their
ability to detect abnormalities in language development. illerbrun and
Greenough (1983} feel, however, that many teachers lack that expertise
because they have not had sufficient training in the nature and functions of
language. They further suggest that many teachers may view the identification
and diagnosis of difficulty in language learning as a complicated task to which

they have nothing to offer in the way of skills.

A second component of teacher expertise relates to the way in which teachers
deal with parents or prime caregivers in order to establish accurately the
behaviour and language capabiiities of the individual child. This would seem to
be significant when one considers the findings of researchers such as Kemp
(1986) and Waggoner and Wilgosh (1990). Kemp states that parents are
expert at developmental assessment since it is something in which they are
involved from the moment the child is born. Research carried out by Kemp
(1987), however, reveals that support available to parents of children with
learning problems indicates a professionally worrying situation. Many of these
parents, when expressing their concerns to the class teacher, are not taken
seriously. Kemp feels that teachers are too gentle and generally try to be

supportive when what is needed is professional insight and firm actions.

Waggoner and Wilgosh (1990) report similar findings after establishing the
shared experiences of a group of parents of children identified as having

learning difficulties. Seven of the eight families they interviewed had had
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negative experiences with the school in that the teachers did not accept that

the children had probiems.

The importance of teacher expertise in asking the right questions at interview
in order to gain useful and accurate information is stressed by both Lynch
(1979) and Cantwell and Baker (1987). Lynch has based the development of
her Pre-screening Language Checklist on the assumption that the adults who
have daily contact with the chiid are able to make valuable observations of that
child if they are asked the right questions. Nevertheless, Cantwell and Baker
(1987) have found weaknesses in parents’ estimates of their child's
competence in the comprehension of spoken language. They suggest that this
is possibly due to the fact that chiidren may respond appropriately to
instructions because of situational cues, non-verbal cues, or chance, rather

than because of true linguistic comprehension of the command.

Observations such as these highlight the need to ascertain the standing of
teachers of young children not only in their leveis of expertise and confidence
in their ability to detect difficuity in language learning but also in their levels of

confidence and expertise in the interviewing of parents.

Efficiency

A plethora of checklists and rating scales has been developed for teachers to
use in the identification of children experiencing difficuities in either learning
and/or language. This may indicate that teachers' ability to do so, unaided, is
questionable. Simner (1986) claims that rating scales are necessary because
teachers' giobal judgements might not be accurate, even though they have had

the opportunity to become weil acquainted with children in their classes.

This observation is reinforced by Lynch (1879) in the rationale for the

development of her Pre-screening Checklist. Prior to inservicing in the use of

38



her checklist, teachers tended to over identify children with articulation defects
such as stuttering or stammering. She makes the observation that before the
checklist was used, teachers identified some 42% of children as having
difficulty in this area, but fewer than 1% were found to have significant

symptoms when assessed clinically.

The Australlan Association of Special Education (para. 9.52, Australian
National Language Policy, 1984) considers that the early identification of
children having difficulty in language leamning could be made more efficient
through close parent / teacher cooperation. No research investigating this
hypothesis has been iocated, but Handen, Feldman and Honigman (1987)
have raised and investigated the extent of parent/teacher agreement on the
assessment of developmentally delayed children's behaviour. They indicate
that there is a lack of research on the mast efficient way to identify these
children, be it through clinicians, therapists, teachers and/or parents working
alone or together. Their research shows that over four areas of assessment
the lowest area of agreement between parents and teachers was found in the
language section of their questionnaire. Handen et al., indicate that their
findings show that overall there is sufficient disagreement to cast doubt on the
ratings of children that are made by just parents alone or just teachers alone.
Given the importance of language in the social standing and life experiences of
the individual it would seem that research investigating this area would be of

value.
onciusions

From the preceding review certain conclusions can be drawn. In the first
instance it would seem that more children may be affected by difficulty in
language learning than has previously been acknowledged by educators. In

making this conclusion gender differences must be acknowledged, since it has
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been shown by a number of researchers that mere boys than girls in the Pre-
primary and Year 1 age group may be affected. These children are at risk of
developing learning difficuities, behavioural problems and loss of self- esteem if

their difficulty is either undetected or not correctly identified.

it would appear that the testing, scresning and referral programmes currently in
use are not as efficient in the identification of children having difficulty in
language learning as has previously been supposed. Further, accurate
identification of these children in Pre-primary and Year 1 may depend heavily
on the professional expertise of the teacher both in assessing the nature of the
difficulty and in interviewing the parents in order to gain useful and accurate

information.

It would also appear that teachers of Pre-primary and Year 1 children should
be aware of the links between difficulty in speaking and difficuity in learning to
read, as established by Mann and Brady (1988).

A number of the issues discussed in this review of literature indicate the
desirability of using as many means as possible to identify children at risk in
language learning. !t would therefore seem to be appropriate in this study to
investigate the extent to which teachers agree that those behaviours identified
by the parents in Zubrick's study as being related to difficulty in language
learning may be, in their experience, related to that difficulty. it would aiso
seem to be appropriate to determine the extent to which teachers agree that
those behaviours shown by the parents in Zubrick's study not to be related to
difficulty in language learning may be, in their experience, related to that
difficuity.

A further area of concern raised in the review of literature relates to that of
teacher expertise in the identification of children at risk of having an underlying

difficulty in language learning. Therefore this study also seeks to determine
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how confident Pre-primary and/or Year 1 teachers feel in their ability to identify
language learners having difficulty in their classroom, their understanding of
the terms used by speech therapists and other professionals, their need for
further training, and whether or not they feel that identifying language learners

having difficulty is part of their role.
Variabl

In view of some of the issues raised in this review, it may be relevant to
determine whether responses to any research invoiving teacher recognition of

these behaviours could be affected by 3 variables.

Firstly, many researchers such as Zubrick (1984) and Kemp (1987) provide
eviderice that parents are better judges than teachers of the developmental
progress of their children. Therefore, it is possible that there may be a
significant difference in responses to behavioural correlates of difficulty in
language learning between those teachers who are parents and those who are

not.

Secondly, Lynch (1979) noted a significant difference in teacher responses to
her checklist designed to detect children having difficulty in language leaming
after the teachers had been inserviced in its use. At the time that this research
is being conducted Pre-primary teachers have one day per week free for
preparation, access to speech pathologists or other professionalis, or for
inservice training. In both: survey districts the Speech Pathology Section of the
Health Department of Western Australia is using speech pathologists to give
Pre-primary teachers inservicing in the use of a checklist (see Appendix A} to
identify children having difficulty in language leaming. Therefore, it is possible
that there may be a difference in responses between Pre-primary teachers and
Year 1 teachers, since Year 1 teachers have not had the same opportunities

for access to other professionais.
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Thirdly, the Australian National ianguage Policy (1984) acknowledges the
significance of the initial period of training for all teachers in both the nature
and functions of language, and the way in which difficulty in language leaming
may be described. Each decade since 1960 has seen significant changes in
ecucational philosophy and the training of teachers. Therefore, it is possible
that there may be a difference in responses hetween those teachers trained
prior to 1970; those trained between 1970 and 1980; and those trained post
1980.

Re ch Questions.

1. To what extent do Pre-primary and Year 1 teachers agree that some of the
behaviours shown by the parents in Zubrick's (1984) study to be indicative of
an underlying difficuity in language !learning may be related to that language
difficuity?

2. To what extent do Pre-primary and Year 1 teachers agree that some of the
behaviours shown by the parents in Zubrick's (1984) study pot to be related to

difficulty in language learning may be related to that language difficulty?

3. In relation to research questions 1 and 2, to what extent are there

differences in responsas between:
(a) those teachers who are parents and those who are not;

(b) Pre-primary teachers and Year 1 teachers;

{c) teachers trained prior to 1970; those trained between 1970 and
1980; and those trained post 1980.
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4. How does the relative order of importance of the behaviours selected for
inclusion in this study compare with the relative order of importance of the

same behaviours in Zubrick's (1984) study?

5. To what extent do Pre-primary and Year 1 teachers feel that:

(a) they have the knowledge, skills and training to confidently identify

children having difficulty in language leaming and;

(b) that the identification of children having difficulty in language learning

is part of their role? |
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Chapter 3

Method

Introduction.

This chapter opens with a description of the selection of subjects and the
instrument chosen to collect data to answer the research questions. A
description of the design of the questionnaire and the validity and reliability
measures follows. The chapter concludes with a description of the procedures

used to carry out data coliection.

Subjects

Investigation of the research questions was carried out by means of a
questionnaire posted to 147 Pre-primary and Year 1 teachers at 47 schools in
2 districts of the Ministry of Education in Western Australia. The 2 districts
were selected as a convenience sample, Teachers of a combined Year 1/2
class were classified as Year 1 teachers in this study. Pre-primary and Year 1
teachers at Special Education Centres or Language Development Centres
were excluded on the basis of both their specialised knowledge and their

contact with speech therapists and other professionals on a reguiar basis.

Thus, the subjects for this study were the 28 Pre-primary and 51 Year 1
teachers from the 2 districts who returned the completed questionnaire. This
made a final sample size of 79 out of the possible 147, giving a response rate
of 55.1%. Nevertheless, 82.9% of the schools contacted are represented by

the response of at least one teacher on the staff.

Instrument

Deschamp and Tognolini (1983) suggest that the questionnaire is an

appropriate means of data collection where (1) information is required from a
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large number of peopls, (2) those people are dispersed geographically, (3)
respondents are to be given the security of anonymity, or, (4) insufficient time
or resources are available for less impersonal methods of collecting
information. Each of these criteria was satisfied in choosing a questionnaire as

the means of data collection for this investigation.

Questionnaire Design

A preliminary questionnaire was designed to record teacher responses to
statements relating to a number of research questions on a 5 point scale. This
preliminary questionnaire was modified after piloting, when 1 section was
omitted. (The omitted section is discussed in section 3.5, Procedure, under the
heading of Validity.) A copy of the preliminary questionnaire is included in

Appendix C.

The final questionnaire, a copy of which is included in Appendix D, has 4
sections. The first section collects demographic data in order to answer
research question 3. Research questions 1 and 2 are combined to form the
sacond section, while statements relating to research question 4 are in a third
section. The remaining section of the questionnaire will be discussed briefly at
the conclusion of this section, since it relates to data not discussed in the final

resuits.

ltems included in each section are ordered randomly. An explanation of the
significance of each point on the 5 peint scale is given at the beginning of each

section, together with a brief statement relating to the purpose of that section.

Einal Questionnaire, Page 1

This section of the final questionnaire relates to research question 3.
Consideration of some of the issues reported in Chapter 2 of this study led to

the conclusion that teacher responses to possible behavioural correlates of
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difficulty in language learning included in the questionnaire may be affected by
three variables. Therefore, a cover page for the questionnaire was designed

v ch sought demographic information to datermine the possible effects of
each of these 3 variables. The variables are discussed individually in the

following paragraphs.

Variable 1 relates to the parental status of respondents, and is presented in
research guestion 3 (a).

To what extent are there differences between the responses of those teachers who are parents
and those who are not?

Many of the researchers acknowledged in this study indicate that parents were
good judges of developmental progress. The assumption was therefore made
that those respondents who were parents may have a different view of the
behaviours which might or might not be related to an undetlying difficuity in

language learning from those who were not parents.

Variable 2 relates to the possibie difference in responses between Pre-primary
and Year 1 teachers, and is presented in research question 3 (b).

To what extent are there differences between the responses of Pre-primary teachers and Year
1 teachers?

It has been shown in Chapter 2 that there are differences in the way in which
educational services are delivered in Pre-primary and Year 1 classrooms in
Woestern Australia. Until fairly recently, Pre-primary teachers have undergone
a different training course in their initial period of teacher training. Pre-primary
teachers also have a full-time aide working alongside them in the Pre-primary
Centre, thus enabling them to spend more time with individual children. In
addition, those Pre-primary centres which do not have full-time sessions have

one day per week free for preparation, inservicing, and contact with other



professionals. Therefore, the assumption was made that there might be

differences in responses between the 2 groups.

Variable 3 reiates to the length of time which has elapsed since each
respondent completed his or her initial period of teacher training, and is
presented in research question 3 (¢).

To what extent are there differences in responses of teachers trained prior to 1970; between
1970 and 1980; and those trained post 19807

Each decade since the 1950's has seen major changes in the way in which
teachers have been trained. In order to examine the possible effects of such
changes on responses to survey items, respondents were asked to indicate the

year in which they completed their initial pariod of training.
Fi ionnajre, Pages 4
This section of the questionnaire addressed research questions 1 and 2.

1. Tawhat extent do Pre-primary and Year 1 teachers agree that some of the behaviours
shown by the parents in Zubrick's (1984) study to be indicative of an underlying difficuity in

language l[eaming may be related to that difficulty?

2. To what extent do Pre-primary and Year 1 teachers agree that some of the behaviours
shown by the parents in Zubrick's (1984) study not to be related to difficulty in language

learning may be related to that language difficulty?

In this section, statements concering both the behaviours related to difficulty
in language learning and those not related were combined to give a total of 30

statements. The section began with the following introduction:

Research shows that some behaviours may be linked to difficulty in language learning. In your
experience, how likely is it that the following behaviours could be indicative of an undetilying

difficutty in language learming?
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Respondants were then asked to indicate the degree to which they feit that the
behaviour either was or was not related to difficulty in language learningon a §
point Likert scaie which ranged from Strongly Agree to Strongly Disagree. On

the scale, the central point was a neutral, or Undecided, category.

Deschamp and Tognolini (1983) highlight the fact that “more problems are
created by overly long qusstionnaires than from questionnaires which omit
important questions” (p. 4). Therefors, in this study, a decision was made to
limit the number of items presented to respondents to 30, even though Zubrick
identified 26 behaviours that she considered were linked to an underlying
difficulty in language learning, and 12 behaviours which she considered were

not related to that difficulty.

Of the 30 statements on pages 3 and 4, 19 were identified by Zubrick as being
related to difficulty in language learning. These 19 items were chosen from the
26 shown by Zubrick to have a positive connection with difficulty in language
learning. Zubrick indicated that those items which account for 2-13% of the
variance on the independent variable Clinical Status (i.e. referred or not
referred for speech therapy) have a small effect, those accounting for 13-26%
of the variance have a moderate effect, and those capturing 26% or more of
the variance have a considerable effect. On this basis, a cut off point of 18%
or more was chosen for the present study since each behaviour that explains
18% or more of the variance could be said to have at least a moderate
relationship to an underlying difficulty in language learning. In Table 3.1 all 26

items are presented, with the items omitted in this study shown in italics.



Table 3.1

Sianificant Behavioural Indicators of Difficulty in Language Learning
Zubrick (1984)

Cannot make self clearly understood to others (46%) Physically attacks others (21%)

Speech is diffictit to understand {41%) Refuses to talk (21%})

Cannot say alt sounds comrectly (38%) Finds instructions hard to follow (19%)
Cannot retell a message accurately (37%}) Is shy (19%)

Is not active in conversation (25%) Does not relate to other children (19%)
Says very little (25%) Siblings talk for him/her (19%)

Is reluctant to join in groups (25%) Does not tell stoties (17%)

Likes constancy (24%) Only talks to one person (16%)

Needs time to adjust (24%) Talk is difficult with friends (16%})
Does not ask _questions (24%) Poor school work (16%)

Is reluctant to talk in groups (24%) Clings to adults (15%)

Is withdrawn (23%) Does not enjoy storias (13%)

Acts too young (22%) Poor concentration (13%)

Note: The figure in brackets denotes the amount of varianc - explained by each behaviour on
the variable clinical status i.e. referred or not referred for speech therapy, in Zubrick's (1984)
study.

ltems shown in italics were omitted from this study

Eleven of the 12 behaviours shown by Zubrick to be unrelated to difficulty in
language learning were also included in this section of the questionnaire. The
exception was the behaviour Visits the doctor frequently. This was omitted

since teachers, in many instances, would be unaware of this information.
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The wording used in the tables and in the questionnaire for the present study
varied slightly from that used by Zubrick in the questionnaire she presented to
parents. In her study, some of the behaviours were presented positively, e.g.
the behaviour Does not ask questions was presented as Asks & ot of
questions. Responsss to these items were then reverse coded to maintain
consistency. In the present study, consistency is maintained by wording all the
statements as behaviour problems. The wording is taken from the tables
presented in Appendix B of Zubrick's study (Graphic Summaries of Percentage
of Referred and Non-referred Boys and Girls for Whom Each Behaviour was
Reported), with the addition of prepositions to improve readability where
appropriate. For exampie, the behaviour Shy is presented in the tables and in

the questionnaire for this study as /s shy.
Researc esti

How does the relative order of importance of the behaviours selected for inclusion in this study

compare with the relative order of importance of the same items in Zubrick's (1984} study?

A comparison of the way in which teachers and parents determine the relative
order of importance of these behaviours may give an indication of the way in
which parents and teachers perceive the behavioural profile of chiidren having
difficulty in language learning. Differences between the profile determined by
parents and that determined by teachers may provide a partial explanation as
to why some children having difficulty in language learning are not detected in
time for effective remediation to be implemented. Thus the relative order of
importance of items on pages 3 and 4 of the questionnaire was compared to
that of Zubrick's (1984} study.
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The section on page § of the final questionnaire addressed research question
5. This section of the questionnaire was modeiled on the format Assign a

Value, as described by Deschamp and Tognolini {1984, p. 9).
To what extent do Pre-primary and/or Year 1 teachers feel that:

(a) they have the knowledge, skills and training to confidently identify children having difficulty
in language Isarning and;

(b) that the Identification of children having difficuity in language learning is part of their role?

Deschamp and Tognolini indicate that in this format the same set of alternative
responses is provided for a number of items under a common heading. Thus,
a rating scale was used to determine whether teachers agreed or disagreed
with a series of statements. Each of the statements included in the

questionnaire will be justified in the following paragraphs.

Statement 1: [ am confident that | have the knowledge and skills needed to

identify children having difficulties in language learning.

lllerbrun and Greenough (1983) are among those who suggest that some
children having difficulty in language learning may not be referred for further
treament and/or assessment because some teachers may not fesl confident
that they have the necessary knowiedge and skilis needed to make that

icdentification.

Statement 2: | have had sufficient training to confidently refer children for

further assessment.

The National Language Policy (1984) received submissions suggesting that
many teachers may not have had sufficient training in either the nature or

functions of language in order to make referrals for further assessment. Kemp
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(1986) also suggests that teachers may not have the necessary insights when

firm or decisive action is needed to persist with appropriate referrals.

Statement 3. [/ understand the terms used by speech therapists and other

professionals.

Discussion on the nature of language and difficulty in languagé learning in
Chapter 2 of this study highlight the complexity of framing meaningful and
precise terminology in reiation to the identification and description of difficulty in
language Iearning. Teachers may be given any one of a number of terms to
describe a particular aspect of difficuity in language leamning by speech
pathologists or other professionals, depending on the meaning each clinician
may ascribe to that difficulty. This item, therefore, sets out to determine how

far teachers think that they understand the terms used.

Statement 4: | feel that more training is needed for Pre-primary and Year 1

teachers in the identification of difficulties in language learning.

This statement was included in order to give teachers the opportunity to
express their feelings on the necessity for more training to identify children
having difficuity in language leaming. A general impression obtained from
many of the sources quoted in Chapter 2 of this study is that some reseachers

feel that teachers may not have had enough relevant training in this area.

Statement 5: / feel that the identification of children having difficulty in

language learning is not the role of the classroom teacher.

This statement was included to determine how far teachers feel that the
identification of children having difficulties in language learning is part of their

role.
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Teacher Comments

Following the last statement, a space was inciuded on the questionnaire for
comments, so that any teachers who wished to do so could elaborate their
fealings in relation to any of the issues raised. | felt that such comments may
indicate the way in which statements were interpreted by respondents, and

may provide additional insight into some of the findings.
Final Questionnaire, Page 2

Initially the final questionnaire was designed to gather data relating to
questions on a number of issues raised in Chapter 2. These issues included
teacher recognition and acceptance of the concept of transience, teacher
recognition of the finks between speaking and reading, and teacher recognition

of the possibility of gender differences.

Visual scanning of data obtained on the statements on transience, gender
differences, and the relationship between speaking and reading revealed
contradictory results, possibly relating to weaknesses in questionnaire design.
Consequently no further analyses were performed on the data from these
sections. Therefore, only those parts of the questionnaire which relate to the

final research questions will be discussed and reported in Chapter 4.
Procedure
Validit

A Preliminary Questionnaire was piloted in draft form with 3 Pre-primary and 3
Year 1 teachers from schools not in the survey districts. | was present during

the pilot test to note any comments regarding the design, contents, layout, and
readability of the questionnaire. The same preliminary questionnaire was aiso

shown to a university lecturer in Language Education.
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Following this procedure, an amendment was made to the layout of the cover
page by inserting the word optional next to the box relating to the age of the
respondent. The comment was made that some respondents may be
antagonised if asked to reveal their age, and that this may compromise their
attitude towards the completion of the remainder of this section of the

questionnaire.

Maljor headings for each of the sections on the first page were also highlighted

by using bold printing to improve readability and provide a clearer layout.

In addition, the section of the questionnaire which related to teachers'
perceptions of the role of parents in the identification of their child as having
difficulty in language learning (on page 5 of the Preliminary Questionnaire) was
deleted. Pilot test respondents indicated two areas of concemn: (a) that the
content appeared to be unrelated to the rest of the questionnaire, and required
considerable effort to focus on task requirements, and (b} that it was difficult to
generalise where parent reiationships were concerned. Further, the lecturer
also indicated that the area of parent/teacher relationships was a research
topic in its own right, and that it would need to be treated in greater detail than

was proposed in this study in order to gather meaningful data.

The lecturer also recommended a change to the instruction given at the top of
page 5 as it was very detailed, and could have influenced responses by
revealing too much of the theoretical framework on which the study was based.
A copy of the Final Questionnaire is included with the total research package

sent to schools in Appendix D.

Content validity was then further addressed by presenting the purpose of the
study, the revised research questions and the revised questionnaire to 4
speech pathologists, 1 of whom was a Senior Lecturer in Speech and Hearing

Sciences at Curtin University, 2 of whom were practising clinicians, and 1 who
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was studying for a Master's Degree. All were asked to assess whether or not
the questionnaire would provide appropriate data to answer the research
questions. All indicated that the questionnaire design should achieve this aim
and that the questionnaire was easy to read and to follow. However, 1 raised
the question of definition, querying whether respondents would confuse speech
with /Janguage. This point was considered, but it was decided not to change
the instructions given at the beginning of each section, since more confusion
might be created than would be solved by the inclusion of a lengthy section on
definitions. Further, teachers involved in the pilot study had not indicated any

difficulty with these terms.
Reliabllity

The interal consistency of the section relating to research Questions 1 and 2
{on teacher agreement with the behavioural correlates of difficulty in fanguage
learning identified by Zubrick, 1984) was calculated using a Cronbach Alpha
Coefficient. This revealed a reliability coefficient of .90 on those behaviours
shown by Zubrick to be significantly associated with difficulty in language
leamning. Using the same test, a reliabiiity coefficient of .71 was established on
those behaviours shown by Zubrick not to be related to difficulty in language

learning. This indicates that this section of the questionnaire is reliabie.

Distribution and Coilection of Questionnaires

Prior to distribution of the questionnaire a list of the schools in the 2 districts
was obtained from the District Offices. Each school was then contacted by
telephone and asked to provide information on the number of Pre-primary,
Year 1, and Year 1/2 teachers at the school. A package (Appendix D) was
posted to the Principal of each school which included a covering letter seeking

permission for the research to be conducted in the school, a numbered
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questionnaire for each Pre-primary, Year 1 and Year 1/2 teacher, and self-

addressed, stamped envelopes for the return of questionnaires.

Returned questionnaires were checked on a master sheet which showed the
number of Pre-primary, Year 1, and Year 1/2 teachers at each school. Since
each questionnaire was numbered, and individual numbers allocated to
specific schools, a record was kept of the responses from each category of
teachers while still preserving respondent anonymity. This aiso enabled follow-
up letters to be sent only to those teachers who had not replied i.e. letters were
addressed to either The Pre-primary Teacher, The Year 1 Teacher, or Thé
Year 1/2 Teacher at each school. The exception was where there was more
than one teacher in each category in any one school. In this instance reminder
notices were sent only to the category of teachers from which no reply had

been received for that school.

A reminder notice addressed to each respondent (by year level taught) was
sent through the Ministry of Education Courier system & days later. A hand-
written note bearing Christmas Greetings and a reminder to respondents that
they couid telephone the researcher for a replacement copy of the
questionnaire was posted 21 days after the first posting of the package. The

second notice was sent only to those who had not aiready responded.
umma

Seventy nine subjects participated in this study, representing 83% of the
schoois contacted. A questionnaire was chosen as the instrument for data
collection, and its design discussed. Justification for the selection of each item
was included in the discussion. The measures undertaken to ensure content
validity and refiability were discussed, and the procedures used in

implementing the research were outlined.
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Chapter 4

Results and Discussion

Introduction

This chapter describes procedures used to carry out data analysis, the results
of data analysis, and discussion of results for each research question. The
chapter concludes with a summary of the findings in relation to each of the

research questions.

Data Analysis
Data analysis was carried out using SPSS for Windows, Release 5.0.1.

Far the questionnaire, responses were coded:

Strongly Agree Agree Undecided Disagree Strongly Disagree

5 4 3 2 1

On page 5 of the questionnaire, in the section relating to teachers, the
numbers are presented to give a continuum ranging from 1 (not at alj) to 5

{very much so).

In relation to the demographic data collected, 2 respondents failed to indicate
the year level they were currently teaching, did not complete the section giving
the length of time since they had compieted their initial period of training, and
did not indicate their parental status. A third respondent did not indicate
parental status. Since failure to complete this information did not affect data
for research questions 1, 2 or 4, these questionnaires were included in data

analysis.

Of the 81 questionnaires returned, two questionnaires were classified as

invalid, and were excluded from any data analysis. In both cases respondents
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had failed to complete one or more sections of the questionnairs relating to

Research Questions 1, 2 or 4. Thus, the final sample size was 79.

Teacher Besponse to Bshaviours R o Difficulty in Lan e inq:

Zubrick {(1984)

Research Question 1:To what extent do Pre-primary and Year 1 teachers agree that some of
the behaviours shown by the parents in Zubrick's {1984) study to be indicative of an underlying

difficulty in language learning may be related to that difficuity
Preamble

As previously indicated, data to answer this question were collected on a 5
point Likert scale. The 19 behaviours (of the 26 identified by Zubrick, 1984)
selected for inclusion in this study have been grouped into 2 categories for
ease of interpretation and for more detailed discussion. Firstly, there are those

behaviours which couid be said to be directly related to language performance.

~ Results for this group of 11 behaviours are presented in Table 4.1. Secondly,

there are those behaviours identified by Zubrick which are indirectly related to
language performance but are more closely related to the personality or
behaviour of the speaker. Results for this group of 8 behaviours are presented
in Tabie 4.2.

Following this, Table 4.3 shows the relative order of importance of each of the
19 behaviours as determined by the teachers in this study, and the reiative
order of importance of the same behaviours as determined by the parents in
Zubrick's (1984) study.

A table showing full results is included in Appendix E. However, for ease of
reporting the percentage of respondents who agreed strongly, or agreed, have
been combined, as have the responses of those who strongly disagreed, or

those who disagreed.
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Behaviours which Directly Lan

Resuits

Tabie 4.1 shows the percentage of teachers who agreed, disagreed, or were

undecided as to the relationship between each of the 11 language behaviours

and an underlying difficulty in language learning.

Table 4.1

Teacher Response to Behaviours which are Directly Language Related

Statement Agree Undecided Disagree
Finds instructions hard to follow 97.5% 1.3% 1.3%
Speech is difficult to understand 84.8% 8.9% 6.3%
Cannot make self clearly understood to others 83.5% 5.1% 11.5%
Cannot say all sounds correctly 83.5% 6.3% 10.1%
Cannot reteil a message accurately 78.5% 6.3% 15.2%
Siblings talk for him/her 68.4% 15.2% 16.5%
Is not active in conversation 68.3% 10.1% 21.5%
Refuses to talk 55.7% 22.8% 21.6%
Says very fittle 50.6% 156.2% 34.2%
Does not ask questions 50.6% 25.3% 24.1%
Is reluctant to talk in groups 44.3% 22.8% 32.9%

N=79

Agre nt respo

From the Agree column it can be seen that, with one exception, over 50% of

~ the teachers in this survey felt that each of these behaviours was likely to be
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indicative of an underlying diﬁiculty in language learning. The 4 most popular
behaviours attracted a very high agi'ee_ment rating of more than 80%.
Responses of the teachers, however, suggested that the behaviour Finds
instructions hard to follow was most likely to be indicative of a difficulty in
language learning, with 98% of the sample indicating agreement. This was

13 % higher than the next highest level of agreement with any other behaviour.
The exception in this group of behaviours was the behaviour /s reluctant to talk
in groups. Less than half of the teachers in this survey fe{t. that this behaviour

may be indicative of an underlying difficulty in language learning.

[t can be seen that the behaviours which most teachers agree may be
indicative of difficulty in language learning are those which can be readily
observed in teacher / student interactions. The behaviours which attracted the
lowest levels of agreement relate more to the behaviour of students in a group
setting, such as the behaviours Is reluctant to talk in groups, Does not ask

questions and Says very little.

Undecided responses.

Responses in the Undecided category show that 25% or fewer of the teachers
in this study did not express an opinion on the possibility of a relationship
between any of these behaviours and an underlying difficulty in language
learning. The behaﬁiour about which teachers were most undecided was Does
not ask questions, which attracted a 25% Undecided response. Twenty three
percent of teachers were also undecided as to the likelihood of a relationship
between the behaviours Is reluctant to talk in groups, and Refuses to talk, and

difficulty in language learning.

In this category, it should be noted that only 1% of respondents were
undecided as to the relationship between the behaviour Finds instructions hard

_ to follow, and difficuity in language learning.



Disagreement responses.

Responses in the Disagree category show that 34% of the teachers in this
study did not think that the behaviour Says very little could be related to an
underiying difficulty in language learning. The behaviour /s reluctant to talk in
groups also attracted a 33% disagreement that it could be so related.
Generally, responses in the Disagree category were higher than in the
Undecided category. The most notable exception was the behaviour Finds
instructions hard to follow , which only attracted a response of 1% in the

disagreement category.

Discussion

Results in Table 4.1 show that teachers in this study generally agreed with
Zubrick's findings concerning the views of parents on the relationship between
these 11 behaviours and the possibilty of an underlying difficulty in language

learning.

The behaviour which teachers feit was most likely to be indicative of difficulty in
language learning was Finds instructions hard to follow. It is possible that this
result reflects the school setting, in that failure to follow instructions correctiy
and within a specified time limit can have an obvious effect on the day-to-day
functioning of the classroom. Within the classroom, failure to follow
instructions is readily apparent and its effect on the capacity of the individual
child to perform in language tasks can be sasily noted. Children who fail to
follow instructions may fit the profile of a child having difficuity in language
learning as given by Lipson (1981), who indicated that such children quickly

acquire a reputation for failing to follow instructions.

The 3 behaviours which attracted a less than 51% agresment from teachers in

this survey were the behaviours Says very little, Does not ask questions, and /s

61



reluctant to talk in groups. This could be a reflection of the Pre-primary or Year
1 setting, in that children often take time to adjust to the larger group in the
early stages of their schooling. Children may also be reluctant to participate
until they are familiar with their surroundings and have deveioped a rapport
with the teacher. However, it may aiso be that quiet chiidren attract iess
attention, and thus may not be as readily observed as children with more
obvious difficulties. The Australian National Language Policy (1984) indicated
that some children having difficulty in language learning may not be detected
because their behaviour conceals their difficulty most effectively. Children
displaying these 3 behaviours may be concealing the fact that they cannot
participate actively in speaking and listening in the Pre-primary or Year 1
classroom because they are unable to do so at the same level as their peers.
Further, children displaying these behaviours may fit the profile given by
Conner (1987) when he described the quiet child as one who may have an

anxiety syndrome related to a lack of communicative ability.

Patterson and Wright (1991) indicate that many teachers may be unaware of
the significance of seemingly minor persistent behaviours and their relationship
to later academic difficuities for children who have difficuity in language
learning. Each of the behaviours discussed in the preceding paragraph have
been shown in previous research to have a close relationship with difficuity in
language learning, and may be representative of the behaviours referred to by
Patterson and Wright. Zubrick (1984) indicated that earlier researchers such
as Caceres (1971), Chess and Rosenberg (1974), Fitzsimmons (1958}, Ingram
{1959), Myklebust (1954), and Solomon {1961) have found a relationship
between shyness, failure or reluctance to speak, anxiety, difficuity with peer
relationships, and difficulty in language learning. Further, more current

researchers such as Cantweli and Baker (1981) and Wiig and Semmel (1981)
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also acknowledge the relationship between these behaviours and difficulty in

language learning.

Additionally, Mann and Brady (1988} have found a great deal of consensus
among past and present researchers that difficulty in learning to read can
reflect problems in language processing and awareness of phonological
structure. Where children say very Iiﬁle, do not ask questions and are reluctant
to talk in groups in the Pre-primary or Year 1 classroom it could be difficult to

assesss their progress in either of these areas.

Behaviours Indirectly Related to Language
Restuiits

Table 4.2 shows the responses of teachers in this study to those behaviours

which are indirectly related to language.

Agreement responses.

From the Agree column it can be seen that only the behaviour /s withdrawn,
attracted a greater than 50% agreement that it may be related to difficulty in
language learning. Five behaviours, of the 8 in this table, attracted levels of
agreement from teachers in this study of between 40% and 49% that they may
be related to an underlying difficuity in language learning. The 5 behaviours
are /s reluctant to talk in groups, Likes constancy, Needs time to adjust, Acts

too young and Does not relate to other children.

The behaviour Physically attacks others attracted a 39% agreement that it may
be related to an underlying difficulty in language learning. The lowest area of
agreement was in relation to the behaviour /s shy, which attracted only a 256%

response that it may be related to difficuity in language learning.
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Tabie 4.2

Teacher Respons Behaviours Indir d n
Statement Agree Undecided _ Disagree
Is withdrawn 59.5% 17.7% 22.8%
Needs time to adjust 49.4% 22.8% 27.8%

Is reluctant to join ingroups 49.4% 22.8% 27.9%
Does not relate to other children 48.1% 21.5% 30.4%
Acts too young 45.6% 24.1% 30.4%
Likes constancy 42.9% 22.1% 35.1%
Physically attacks others 39.2% 26.6% 34.1%
Is shy 25.4% 21.5% 53.2%

Undecided responses.

Generally, more teachers were undecided as to the relationship between these

- behaviours and difficulty in language learning than for the behaviours which

are directly reiated to language, with a range of 18% - 27% in the undecided
category. Neve.rthe!ess. it should be noted there was only 1 behaviour on
which more than a quarter of the teachers were undecided as to its relationship
to difficulty in language learning. This was the behaviour Physically attacks

others.
Di ment respo

Responses to behaviours in this group were higher in each instance in the

Disagree category than in the Undecided category. The highest area of
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disgreement was in relation to the behaviour /s shy. Over 50% of teachers in
this study felt that this behaviour was not related to difficuity in language

learning.

Of the remaining responses in the Disagree category, 4 behaviours (Likes

constancy, Acts too young, Physically attacks others, Does not relate to other
children) attracted a gréater than 30 % response that they were not reiated to
difficulty in language learning, and 3 (/s reluctant to join groups, Needs time to
adjust, Is withdrawn} a greater than 20% response that they were unrelated to

difficulty in language learning.
Comments.

A commant on the questionnaire from 2 respondents in relation to the
behaviour /s shy indicated a strong feeling that the behaviour was much more
related to the personality of the child, and could in no way be said to be related
to an underlying difficulty in language learning. Five teachers also
commented that many of the behaviours in this group could have occurred as a
result of social factors or low self esteem, and several wrote lengthy comments
as to the effect of home backgrounds, too much watching of television and

poor diet.

Discussion

Cooper, Moodley and Reynell (1978, cited in lllerbrun & Greenough, 1983)
have indicated that the frustration feit by children who are unable to
communicate effectively sometimes leads to antisocial behaviour. Their feeling
is that it is often the behaviour which becomes the focus, rather than the
underlying difficulty in language learning. This concern has been echoed by
Griffiths {1980), Patterson and Wright (1991) and others. Children who like

constancy, do not relate to other chiidren, are withdrawn, are reluctant to join in
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groups, need time to adjust, act too young, are shy, or physically attack other
children can quickly become isolated from the mainstream group, particularly in

the Pre-primary or Year 1 setting, because of their anti-social behaviour.

Comments on .the questionnaires indicated that, for behaviours in this group,
some teachers focus on those behaviours cccurring as a result of personality,
lack of ability, iow self esteem or maturational delay than on investigating the
possibiity that the behaviour may be occurring as a result of a difficulty in
language learning. Lipson (1981) reinforces this observation, indicating that
many experienced classroom teachers do not make the association between
the persistent presence of some behaviours and the possibility that an
underlying difficulty in language learning may be the cause of those

behaviours.

Relative Order of Importance of Behaviours in the Present Study, and Zubrick's
' {1984) Stud

Results

Table 4.3 shows a comparison of the relative order of importance of the 19
behaviours presented in Tables 4.1 and 4.2 by the teachers in this study, and
the parents in Zubrick's study. In her study, Zubrick found that 4 behaviours
discriminated most clearly between children referred for speech therapy and
those not referred. These were the behaviours Cannot make self clearly
understood to others, Speech is difficult to understand, Cannot say all sounds
correctly, and Cannot retell a message accurately. In the present study, these
behaviours were rated 2, 3, 4, and 5 respectively. Teachers rated the
behaviour Finds instructions hard to follow as the behaviour most likely to be
indicative of difficulty in language learning, while in Zubrick's study this

behaviour was 17th in relative order of importance.



Table 4.3

ive Order of Im nce of Behaviours in Pres
(1984) Study

Present Study Behaviours Zubrick's Study
Teachers Parents
1 Finds instructions hard to foliow 17
2 Speech s difficult to understand 2
3 Cannot make self clearly understood to others 1
4 Cannot say all sounds correctly 3
5 Cannot retell a message accurately 4
6 Siblings talk for him/her 19
7 Is not active in conversation 5
8 Is withdrawn 12
9 Refuses to talk 15
10 Says very litlle 6
1 Does not ask questions 10
12 Needs time to adjust 9
13 Is reluctant to join groups 7
14 Does not relate to other chiidren 16
16 Acts too young 13
16 Is reluctant to talk in groups 11
17 Likes constancy 8
18 Physically attacks others 14
19 Is shy 18
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From the table it can be seen that 9 of the & behaviours had a noticeable
difference in order of relative importance i.e. of 4 places or greater. As has
been shown, the first of these was the behaviour Finds instructions hard to
follow. A second behaviour having a large difference was the behaviour
Siblings talk for him/her, which was 6th in relative order of importance from
teacher responses, and 18th from the responses of parents. The behaviour
Likes constancy was 17th in order of relative importance from teacher

responses, and 8th in the relative order of importance from parent responses.

Two behaviours had a difference of relative order of importance of 6 places --
the behaviours Refuses to talk, and Is reluctant to join in groups. The former
was 9th in relative order of importance from teacher responses, and 15th in
relative order of importance from the responses of parents. The latter was

13th in relative order of importance for teachers, and 7th for parents.

The behaviour /s reluctant to talk in groups was 16th in relative order of
importance from the responses of teachers, and 11th from the responses of

parents.

The remaining areas of any significant difference were in the behaviours /s
withdrawn, Says very little, and Physically attacks others, each of which show a

difference of 4 places in relative order of importance.
Discussi

The differences in relative order of importance are of interest in that, in the first
instance, they may refigct differences in the setting between home and school.
Parents have many oppoartunities to observe their own chiid in relation to
othars, in contrast to the class teacher, who of necessity must be much more
concerned about group dynamics and the functioning of the group as a

cohesive and harmonious unit.



In the second instance, however, it is possible that these differences may help
to explain why some children having difficulty in language learning are not
detected by teachers in Pre-primary and Year 1. Simner (1986) indicates that,
while teachers may have had the opportunity to become well acquainted with
the children in their class, nevertheless their global judgements are not always
accurate when making decisions as to whether or not children may be
experiencing difficulty in language learning. It is of interest that the behaviours
Says very little, Needs time to adjust, Is reluctant to join in groups, Is reluctant
fo talk in groups, Likes constancy, and Physically attacks others were all higher
in relative order of importance for parents than they were for teachers. Each of
these behaviours requires more time to observe than is perhaps available to a
Pre-primary or Year 1 teacher. These behaviours have all been found to have
an historical relationship with difficulty in language learning, as has been

acknowledged earlier in this chapter in the discussion on Tabie 4.1.

Conversely, it is also of interest that the behaviours Finds instructions hard to
follow, Siblings talk for him/her and Is withdrawn were higher in relative order of
importance for teachers than for parents. It may be that these behaviours are
more obvious to teachers because they are so noticeable within the classroom
setting, whereas parents may accept each of these behaviours as being

characteristic of the individual child, rather than cause for concern.

Although the differences in relative order of importance have been highlighted,
it should, nevertheless, be noted that there are many similarities between the
two lists. This is most obvious in relation to those behaviours which are directly
related to language performancs, indicating that both parents and teachers are
aware that these behavioural correlates are of significance in the identification

of children having difficulty in language learning.
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Behaviour Rel Difficulty in L Learni
Zubrick (1984)

Research Question 2; To what extent do Pre-primary and Year 1 teachers agree that some of
the behaviours shown by the parents in Zubrick's (1984) study not to be related to difficulty in

language learning may be related 1o that language difficulty?
Table 4.4

Teacher Responses to Behaviours Not Related to Difficuity in Lan e
Learning Zubrick {1984)

Statement Agres Undecided  Disagree
Has allergies 44.3% 32.9% 22.8%
Has sudden changas in mood or fesling 20.2% 27.8% 51.9%
Follows things better when shown 13.9% 16.5% 69.6%
Suffers from earache 19.0% 26.6% 54.4%
Is clumsy 30.3% 34.2% 35.4%
Has asthma 53.2% 31.6% 15.2%
Is impulsive 43.0% 34.2% 22.8%
{s accident prone 48.1% 31.6% 20.3%
Unusually naughty 38.0% 24.1% 38.0%
Whines 62.0% 21.5% . 16.4%
Gets bored with toys quickly 43.1% 32.9% 24.1%
N=79

Resuits

Data to answer this question are presented in Table 4.4. The categories
Strongly Agree and Agres have again been combined, as have the categories

Strongly Disagree and Disagree, Zubrick (1984) indicated that each of the
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behaviours listed in this table captured none of the variance on any of the
variables she examined in reiation to the differences between children referred
for speech therapy and those not referred. Therefore, the behaviours have

been listed in the same order in which they appeared on the questionnaire.

Responses in the Agree column indicate the percentage of teachers who agree
~ that the behaviour may be reiated to difficuity in language learning. Responses
in the Disagree column indicate the percentage of teachers who feel that the

behaviour may not be related to difficulty in language learning. A detailed copy

of results is included in Appendix E.

Agreement responses.

From Table 4.4 it can be seen that 2 behaviours, Has asthma and Whines,
attracted a greater than 50% agreement that they may be related to difficulty in
language learning. Four other behaviours, Has allergies, Is impulsive, Is
accident prone and Gets bored with toys quickly, attracted a greater than 40%
agreement that they may be related to difficulty in language learning, and the
remaining behaviours attracted a less than 40% agreement that they may be
related to difficulty in language lsarning. The behaviour Foflows things better
when shown attracted the lowest level of agreement that it may be related to

difficulty in language learning.

Undecided responses.

Responses in the Undecided column show that generally, more teachers in this
study were undecided about the relationship of these behaviours to difficuity in
language learning than they were about the behaviours listed in Tables 4.1 and
4.2. For 8 of the 11 behaviours in this group more than 26% of the teachers
wers undecided about the relationship of the behaviour to diﬁiculty in language

learning.
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Disagreement responses.

The Disagree column in Table 4.3 shows that 3 behaviours attracted a greater
than 50% response, indicating that over half of the teachers in this study
thought that these behaviours were not reiated te difficuity in language
learning. The behaviour Follows things better when shown attracted a 70%
response in this category, Suffers from earache a 54% response, and Has

sudden changes in mood or fesling a 52% response.

Discussion

Generally, in this group of behaviours, some of the teachers' views were
consistent with Zubrick's findings and some were not. In Tavle 4.1 (Behaviours
Directly Related to Language) none of the behaviours attracted an undecided
response greater than 25%, and in Table 4.2 (Behaviours Indirectly Related to
Language) only 1 behaviour attracted an undecided response greater than
26%. In this table, however, the undecided column attracted a 26% or greater

response for 8 of the 11 behaviours

Sixty two percent of the teachers in this study indicated agreement that
Whining is likely to be related to difficulty in language learning. This is difficuit
to explain, although it may be that teachers who feel! that this behaviour is
related to difficulty in language learning are focussing on voice production or
tonal deficiencies, rather than the effect of this behaviour on the whole range of

speaking, listening, reading and writing behaviours.

Over half of the teachers in the study also indicated that the behaviour Has
asthma was related to difficulty in language learning. Young chifdren with
asthma tend to have frequent absences from school. It may be that teachers

were thinking more of the learning experiences missed during those absences
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rather than of the actual effect of the condition on childrens' ability to learn
language, since it is difficuit to see how the medical condition of asthma could
affect that ability. Over 4G% of the teachers in this study also feit that allergies
were likely to be related to difficulty in language learning. This is also difficuit
to interpret, since it is hard to see a connection between an allergic reaction to
a substance and difficulty in language learning. When considering the effect of
the heaith of children on their ability to learn language, it may be that teachers
are accustomed to thinking generally in terms of missed learning opportunities
rather than thinking specifically of ianguage difficuities and behavioural
correlates. This observation is reinforced by Patterson and Wright (1990) who
indicate that, although recent concerns in the field of education have focussed
on children at risk academicaily, specific foci on children with speech, language

or hearing problems have been noticeably absent.

It can be concluded that responses to this group of behaviours by teachers in
the study were generally inconciusive, with more teachers undecided about the
relationship between these behaviours and difficulty in language learning than

for either of the two groups of behaviours discussed previously.

Demographic Varigbles.

Research question 3 was asked in order to determine whether or not there
were any differences in responses to research questions 1 and 2 in relation to

3 variables.

3. Inrelation to Research Questions 1 and 2, to what extent are there differences in responses
between:

(a) those teachers who are parents and those who are not;
(b) Pre-primary teachers and Year 1 teachers;

{c) teachers trained prior to 1970; those trained between 1970 and 1980; and those
trained post 19807
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Results

A 2x2x3 Analysis of.Variance was performed with Alpha set at .05. The
independent variablas were Parental Status (parent or not parent), Year Leve!
Taught (Pre-primary or Year 1), and Training (completion of initial period of
training prior to 1970, 1970-1980, or post 1980) The dependent variable was
the sum of the 19 items found by Zubrick to predict referral status of children
found to have difficulty in language learning, and the 11 items found by Zubrick

to be unrelated to that status.

No significant difference in the mean score of those teachers who were parents
{ M = 64.25), and those who were not parents was found ( M = 68.14),
E(1,66)=2.1, p>.05.

Similarly, there was no significant difference between the mean scores of those
teachers who were Pre-primary teachers (M = 68.58), and those who were
Year 1 teachers (M = 63.95), £(1,66)= 5.4, p>.05.

Further, there was no significant difference between teachers trained prior to
1970 (M = 63. 63}, those trained in the period 1970 - 1980 (M = 65.76), and
those trained post 1980 (M =66.34), £ (2,66 )= .19, p>.05.

Discussion

A lack of any significant result from the Analysis of Variance may seem to
contradict the views of many of the researchers acknowledged earlier in the
Review of Literature. When considering the variéb!e Parental Status, however,
it may be that parents are good judges of developmental progress only in
relation to their own child, about whom they have the opportunity to build up an
intimate body of knowledge. Such knowledge may not be transferred to the
global setting of the classroom, where the parent/teacher has to be more

concerned with the functioning of the class as a whole.
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In relation to the variable Year Level Taught, the fact that no differences were
found in the responses of Pre-primary teachers and Year 1 teachers may
indicate that either the training given by speech therapists to Pre-primary
teachers in this study has not changed teachers' perceptions of difficulty in
language learning or that the the First Steps inservicing given to both Pre-
primary and Year 1 teachers by the Ministry of Education in Western Australia
has had a more powerful effect. It may also be that both Pre-primaiy and Year
1 teachers develop similar knowledge on behaviours which may or may not be
related to difficulty i ianguage learning as a result of their classroom

experiences, and that any methods of training may have little impact on this.

Results for the variable Training indicated that pedagogical differences
experienced by teachers in their initial period of training had no relationship to
responses. It couid be that little attention has been given to the nature and
functions of language, or difficulty in language learning, in those training
courses. [t may also be that the theories which have driven educational
practice in classrooms in the past have not usually sought explanations of
children having difficulty in language learning, but rather have concentrated on
how successful language learners learn. From their initial period of training,
therefore, some teachers may not be aware that some children may have
difficuity in language learning which can occur in the absence of any known

cause.

Teacher Confidence and Role in Identification

Research Question 4: To what extent do Pre-primary and Year 1 teachers feel (a) that they
have the knowledge, skills and training to confidently identify children having difficulty in
language leamning and, (b) that the identification of children having difficulty in language
learning is part of their role?
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F’rear_nb!e

Data to answer this question are presented in Figures 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, and
4.5. Respondents were asked to indicate their response to 5 statements on a
continuum of 1 (not at all) to 5 (very much so). Each Figure represents the

responses to one statement.

Teacher Role

Resulis
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Teacher Responses

Figdre 4.1: Teacher response to the statement: | feel that the identification of children having
difficulty in language learning is not the role of the classroom teacher.

Figure 4.1 shows that 58 of the 77 respondents, (75%), circled ratings 1 and 2
(not at all) to respond to this statement, indicating that they agreed that the
identification of children having difficulty in language learning is the role of the

classroom teacher.

=
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Eight respondents (10%) circled a rating of 3, indicating neutrality in reiation to _
this issue. Eleven respondents {(14%) circled the ratings 4 and 5 {very much
s0), indicating that they felt that the identification of chiidren having difficuity in

language learning is the role of the classroom teacher.

Comments on the questionnaires from 8 respondents indicated agreement that
the identification of children having difficuity in language leamning is the role of
the classroom teacher, with the reservation that the identification of the actual
nature of the difficuity and the implementation of subsequent remediation

programmes is not.
iseussio

| was aware that this statement could have been difficult for the respondents to
answer because of the negative wording, that is, it is not the role of the
classroom teacher to identify children having difficulty in language learning.
However, piiot test respondents answered without any hesitation, and
comments on returned questionnaires indicated agreement with their

interpretation of the statement.

it can be seen that the data show that the majority of teachers surveyed
thought that they had an important role to piay in the identification of children
having difficulties in language learning. This suggests that teachers in this
study do not agree with the view put forward by lllerbrun and Greenough
(1983) that teachers may feel that the identification of children having difficulty

in tanguage learning is not part of their role.



Teacher Confidence
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Figure 4.2: Teacher response to the statement: | am confident that | have the knowiedge and

skills needed to identify children having dn‘flcutty in language learning,

Results in Figure 4.2 show that only 7 respondents {8%) circled the ratings 1
and 2 indicating that they are not confident that they have the knowledge énd
skills needed to iéentify children having difficulties in language leaming.:
Eighteen respondents (23%]) circled rating 3, indicating no strong feelihgs in
relation to this statement. Fifty four respondents (68%) circled ratings 4 and 5,
indicating confidence that they can identify children having difficulties in

language learning with the knowledge and skills that they already have.
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Discussi

The resuits in this Figure are in direct contrast to the view expressed by
Hlerbrun and Greenough (1983}, who indicated that many teachers might not
feel confident that they have the necessary knowledge and skills to identify

chiidren having difficuity in language learning.

Further, a major concern expressed by researchers such as Patterson and
Wright (1990), Kemp (1986), Lipson (1981), Zirklebach and Blakesey (1985),
and others (acknowledged in the National Language Policy, 1984) is that
teachers may not have the knowiedge and skills to identify children having

difficulty in language learning.

It is possible that those teachers surveyed in the present study think that they
have the necessary knowledge and skills, when in fact, they do not. This
conclusion would seem to be reinforced by information contained in the
National Language Policy (1984). In para. 9.51, on the need for eatly
intervention, the Australian Association of Special Education estimated that
some 10% of children having difficulty in language learning in the absence of
any other known cause are not identified until the school years 1-3, by which
time they have become identified as children having learning difficulties or
behavioural problems, rather than children having difficulty in language
learning. Further, in para. 9.52, a spokesperson for the same association
indicated that, to be able to accurately identify language difficuities from
learning or behavioural difficulties, a teacher must have a sound basic
knowledge of the development of language and what is normal for any given
child, Where this knowledge is lacking, identification of difficulty in language
learning becomes extremely problematic, unless the teacher is very skilled,

experienced and well trained.
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Therefore, although thé data suggest that many of the teachers in this study
feel that they have the knowledge and skills to identify children having difficuity
in language learning, it would seem that further research is necessary if this

finding is to be fully explained.

Teacher Understanding
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Flgure 4.3 Teacher response 1o the statement: | understand the terms used by speech
therapists and other professionals. ‘

Figure 4.3 shows that 11 respondents (14%) circled ratings 1 and 2, indicating
that they do not fully understand the terms used by speech therapists or other
professionals. Thirty two respondents (41%) circled rating 3, indicating that
they are undecided about their understanding of the terms used by speech

therapists and other professionals. Thirty respondents (38%) circled rating 4,
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and 6 (8%) circled rating 5 indicating that they understood the terms used by

speech therapists and other professionals.

Thus, the results show that over half of the teachers in this study said that
either they did not understand terms used by speech therapists and other
professionals, or were undecided as to their level of understanding of such

terms. Nevertheless, 46% were confident that they did understand the terms.

Discussion

As acknowledged in the Review of Literature in this study, there is confusion in
relation to terminology in the field of difficuity in language learning. Many terms
are used to describe varying difficulties. However, as Fletcher (1990) has
indicated, the complexity of defining the concept of language, the lack of
precise clusters of linguistic symptoms, and the {ack of any clear aetiology
make many of these terms imprecise. As new theories on the learning of
language have besn advanced, new descriptors for various kinds of language
difficulty have been coined. This confusion is also acknowledged by
researchers such as Cantwell and Baker {1887). Resuits in Figure 4.3 seem to
suggest that many teachers in the present study are also unsure as to the
meaning of many of the terms used by practising speech therapists. This may
be a reflection of the general confusion prevailing in research in this field.
Results shown in this figure may also be an indication that there is a lack of
dissemination of information to classroom teachers in relation to the use of
generally accepted terms for difficuity in language learning. Teachers who are
unaware of the meaning and use of those terms which are accepted by

clinicians may be unaware of the implications of the conditions so described.
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Teacher Training

Results -
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Figure 4.4: Teacher response to the statement: | have had sufficient training to confidently
refer children for further assessment. '

Figure 4.4 shows that 14 respondents (18%]) circled ratings 1 and 2, indicating-
“that they do not tﬁink that they have had sufficient training to confidently refer
children for further assessment. Nineteen respondents (24%j circled rating 3,
indicating that they have no strong feelings in relation to this statement;
However, 46 respondents (58%j) circled ratings 4 and 5, indicating that they are
confident that they have had sufficient training to refer children having difficulty

in fanguage learning for further assessment.

In relation to this issue, some respondents commented that it was their

classroom experience, and experiences as a parent, which had enabled them
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to develop the knowiedge and skills to identify chiidren having difficulty in
language learning, rather than any training they had experienced in the course

of their teaching career.

Discussion

Researchers such as Kemp (1986), Patterson and Wright (1991) and
submissions reported in the Australian National Language Policy (1984)
suggest that children having difficulty in language learning may not be being
identified because teachers do not have sufficient training to either identify, or
refer, such children for further assessment. Nevertheless, many of the
teachers in this study have indicated that they feel that they have had sufficient
tr_aining. This difference of opinion may have occurred as a result of the type of
inservice training given to Pre-primary and Year 1 teachers by the Ministry of
Education in Western Australia which could lead teachers to think they have

sufficient training, when in fact they have not.

For example, many Pre-primary and Year 1 teachers throughout Western
Australia have had a considerable amount of inservice training under the First
Steps programme, mentioned in Chapter 1 of this study. This programme
relies heavily on the use of developmental continua to chart the learning
progression of individual children through a series of pre-determined stages in

a number of areas, such as spelling, reading, writing and oral language.

However, experience has shown that the First Steps inservicing concentrates
on the use of the continua, and the development of appropriate teaching
strategies, rather than on what is within the range of normal language
development in each of the areas covered. Nor does the training programme
assist participating teachers to develop their sxil.. in the identification of
children who may need referral for further diagnosis or intervention because

they have a language difficuity which is not accompanied by any other cbvious
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handicap. Cléy (1991) has exposed the problematic nature of the use of such
developmental indices when she questions the assumption that all children will
move th.rough.similar developmental stages, or, indeed, have similar learning
experiences when exposed to the same teaching strategies. Further, she
indicates that such indices ignore any differences which may occur as a result

of cultural, social or contextual differences.

Additional Teacher Training
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Figure 4.5: Teachar response to the statement: | feel that more training is' needed for Pre-

primary and Year 1 {eachers in the identification of difficulties in language learning.

In response to this statement no respondents circled rating 1, and 10
respondents (13%) circled rating 2 indicating their feeling that more training is

not needed. Eleven respondents (14%) circled rating 3, indicating a neutral
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response. Fifty cight respondents (73.4% of the sample) circled ratings 4 and

5, indicating that they feel that more training is needed for Pre-primary and

Year 1 teachers if they are to identify children having difficulties in language

learning.

One respondent commented, in relation to this issue..."l am confident in my
ability to identify chiidren who give me cause for concern... however this does

not come from my training but rather from my gut feeling and my experiences

as a parent...it concerns me that so many teachers are convinced that

difficulties in Pre-primary can be put down to lack of maturity. More training is
definitely needed". A second respondent indicated that she was aware that
she didn't understand terms used in relation to the identification and description
of difficulty in language learning, and felt that no training was currently being
given to help teachers understand these issues. Therefore she felt that there
was a great need for more training. A third respondent commented that she
had undertaken training on her own initfative in order to compensate for the
lack of inservicing given on the nature of difficulties in language learning, and
remediation strategies within the classroom. Other respondents mentioned
terms such as dyslexia, and expressed the desire to be better'informed about *
the specific nature of such conditions and their diagnosis and remediation,
particuiarly in relation to children who may not be eligibie for help outside tﬁé',

classroom because their difficulty is mild or moderate.
Discussjon

Resuits shown in Figure 4.5 at first appear to contradict those of Figure 4.2 and
4.4, which showed that teachers in this study feit that they had sufficient
knowledge and skiils to identify children having difficuity in language learning,
and that they had had sufficient training to make that identification. The resuits

must, however, be seen in relation to the huge input of Ministry of Education
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First Steps programme. This programme has involved collaborative teaching
in schools classified as high priority schools in terms of language skills, and
has also involved many hours of inservicing for teaching staff not involved in
the collaborative programme. The Ministry initiative has also involved the
production and distribution of booklets designed to provide on-going classroom
reference materials. It may be, that although teachers are appreciative of the
opportunity to participate in such programmes, they are also aware that the
programmes do not help them to deal appropriately with children who seem to
be making little or no progress in language learning, despite the
imp!emeﬁtation of any number of different teaching strategies in the classroom

setting.

Data from Figure 4.5 seem to suggest that teachers in this study feel that they
have adequate training in some areas relating to the identification of children
having difficuities in language learning, but that they are aware that there is
much more to be learned if these children are to be identified quickly and

appropriate intervention strategies are to be implemented.

Summary

Data to answer research question 1 were presented in two groups to facilitate
discussion. Overall, it could be seen that teachers generally agreed with the
parents in Zubrick's study, particularly in relation to those behaviours which
were directly related to language performance. Where there were differences,
they related mainly to behavioural correlates which could be said to be related
more to the personality and general behaviour of the speaker. It may be that
teachers do not have the time or the opportunity to observe closely the effects
of these behaviours on the language capabilities of individual children, since
they must, of necessity, be concerned with the management of a large group of

children.
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In answer to research question 2, which related to those behaviours found by
the parents in Zubrick's (1984) study not to be related to difficuity in language
. learning, teachers felt that there was a relationship between some of these
behaviours and difficulty in language learning. This was particularly so in
those behaviours which related to children's health, such as Has asthma, or
Has allergies. Generally however, it seems that teachers were more
undecided about the relationship of these behaviours to difficu_lty in language
learning than they were for the behaviours discussed in reiation to research

question 1.

Data analyses on demaographic information to answer research question 3
revealed that there were no differences in responses to each of the behaviours
between teachers who were parents and teachers who were not parents; Pre-
primary teachers and Year 1 teachers; and those teachers trained prior to
1970, between 1970 and 1980, and post 1980.

A comparison of the relative order of importance of the behaviours as
determined by the responses of teachers in this study, and the responses of
parents in Zubrick's study was undertaken to answer research question 4. This
revealed some differences between the responses of teachers and those of
parents, which may perhaps be explained by differences in the home setting

and that of the school.

Data to answer research question 5 showed that generally, teachers in this
study felt confident that they had the necessary knowledge, skills and training
to identify children having difficulty in language in their classrooms. They also
indicated clearly that making that identification was part of their role as the
classroom teacher. However, the majority indicated that there was a need for
more training in this area. It was stressed in a number of comments that

teachers needed this training because of the lack of assistance available
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outside the classroom to assist them in the identification and remediation of

children having difficulty in language learning uncomplicated by any other

known causs.
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Chapter §

Conclusion

Introduction.

This chapter contains a general discussion on the findings of this study,
followed by acknowiedgement of the limitations of both this study, and the
study on which it was based. The chapter concludes with a discussion on the
implications of the findings from this study for future research and for

classroom practice.

Concluding Discussion.

Some children in schools in Western Australia may be at risk of developing
learning or behavioural difficulties because they have a difficuity in language
learning which is uncomplicated by any other obvious cause such as hearing
loss, otitis media, mental retardation, physical disability, mental disorder or low
intelligence. Local research by Zubrick (1984} has revealed that, even ét the
Pre-primary and Year 1 level, these children are perceived to be much less
academicaily able than their peers. In an effort to improve the identification
rates for these children, Zubrick interviewed 825 parents to determine the
extent to which those parents felt that some behaviours may be either related,

or not related to difficulty in language learning.

The present study examined the extent to which Pre-primary and Year 1
teachers from 2 school districts of the Ministry of Education of Western
Australla agreed or disagreed with the findings in Zubrick's study. Generally,
teachers and parents were seen to be in agreement on behavioural correlates
of difficulty in language learning, particularly in relation to those behaviours
directly related to language performance, such as Speech is difficult to

understand, and Cannot make self clearly understood to othérs. It may be
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that any differences which have occurred between the teachers in this study
and the parents in Zubrick's study have arisen because of the differences in
setting and context between the home and the Pre-primary or Year 1
classroom. It was noticeable that teachers felt that behavioural correlates
associated with the health of children may have a relationship with difficuity in
language learning, whereas parents did not. While parents made ho
association between such behaviours as Has asthma and Has allergies and
difficulty in language learning, teachers in this study did. The conclusion was
drawn that teachers may think more in terms of lost learning dpportunities for
children who have frequent absences from the classroom, than on the effect of

these behaviours on the language learning capabilities of individual children.

Researchers acknowledged in Chapter 2 of the present study indicated that the
level of knowledge, skills and training of teachers may have an impact on the
identification of chiidren having difficuity in language learning. The findings in
this study reveaied that participating teachers felt that they had the necessary
knowledge, skills and training to identify children having difficulty in language
learning. Nevertheless, the majority indicated that more training was needed.
From the comments, these teachers indicated that such additional training is
needed if these children are to be appropriately identified and effective
remediation strategies implemented. Many teachers in this study commented
on the lack of available resources, and indicated a degree of frustration that the
needs of children were clearly visible but the means to cope with those needs

appeared to be lacking.
imitation

In the first instance there are limitations of Zubrick's (1984} study which, of
necessity, affect the present study. Zubrick made no provision to deal with

such factors as cuttural or social influences, or the possible effect on responses
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by participants from non-English speaking backgroun'ds. Further, she did not
ask the teachers of the children in her study to participate, other than to give a

standard report on the academic status of the selected children.

These factors have limited the present study in that Pre-primary and Year 1
teachers may often attribute the persistent presence of certain behaviours to
cultural, social or language differences rather than to difficulty in language
learning per se. This issue was not addressed in either study. Further, data to
answer research questions in this study were aiso obtained under different
conditions from those prevailing in Zubrick's (1984) study. Whereas in.
Zubrick's study data were coilected by a speech therapist or trained research
assistant, in the present study data collection relied on teachers' response to a
mailed questionnaire. This method of data coilection excluded the collection of
any ethnographic data related to socio-cultural aspects of the identification of

difficuity in language learning in the classroom.

Another limitation of this study is the size of the sample, which was smaller
than that used in Zubrick's study. It was, nevertheless, large enough for

meaningful data analysis.

Implications for Further Research.

One of the implications for future research of this study is that riore work
needs i be done on teacher recognition and acceptance of the significance of
those behaviours which have been shown both historically and currently to
have a relaticnship with difficulty in language learning. [If a valid profile of
children having difficu'ty in language learning, which is uncomplicated by any
other known handicap, is to be developed then teachers, clinicians, parents,
and the children themselves (where feasible} must be equally involved so that

all aspects of such a profile can be fully expiored.
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There also seems to be a need for further research on the deveiopment and
use of checklists which will assist teachers to identify children having difficuity
in specific areas of language if these children are to he identitied, diagnosed
and remediated within the classroom setting. The First Steps programme
provides such a checkiist for skill development in specific areas. However,
there appears to be a need for teachers to be abie to identify the nature of
language difficulty in terms of the difficulty itself, rather than its manifestations.
That is, to bs able to determine whether the difficulty is receptive or expressive,
or a combination of both, whether the difficulty is a general learning difficulty or
a language difficulty, and whether or not the difficulty is occurring as a result of
social, emotional, behavioural or cuitural variation. While a plethora of such
checklists is aiready in existence, their use does not appear to be widespread,
and it would seem that little research has been implemented into their
suitability for use in schools in Western Austraila. Trialling of such checklists

with large groups of teachers would seem to be desirable.

Implications for Educational Practice.

Results obtained from this study seem to indicate that one of the implications
for classroom practice relates to the needs of teachers for more training on the
nature and functions of language and the identHication of the nature of spegific
difficulties in language learning. Cne way of impiementing this training would
be for speech pathologists to work in the classroom alongside teachers. This
would ailow for a team approach in which the specialist knowledge of both

teachers and speech pathologists could be combined.

Teachers may be assisted in their task of providing an appropriate classroom
based education for chlidren having difficulty in language learning in the
absence of any known cause if more local research was carried out to

determine their needs in this area, and more practical ways of identifying these
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children could be found. It may be that increased teacher training on the
nature and functions of language, difficulty in language learning, and
knowledge about behavioural correiates of such difficulties may be cne way to
achieve a more equitable educational outcome for those children who are
currently not being identified in time for effective remediation strategies to be

implemented.
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Appendices

‘Appendix A

Two examples of checkiists for oral language benchmarks.

Example 1: Patterson and Wright (1990, p. 95)
Example 2: Speech Pathology Section, Allied Health (Mt. Henry
Hospital), 1990.



‘Example 1: From Patterson and Wright (1990, p. 95}

APPENDIX A

A Checklist for the Classroom Teacher

l

-
2
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23,
24,

26.
27.
28,
29.
30.

3L

32.

RN

33.
34,

35.

|

Speech is not understandable to strangers
Does not use speech sounds appropriate
for age

Speech sounds like “baby talk” when com-
pared to other children of same age

Is unable to make sense out of his/her
environment -
Doesn’t understand cause-and-effect

Doesn’t have age-appropriate social language
skills (e.g., when to ask questions,

what words/topics to avoid)

Can't find sources of sounds

Doesn’t follow simple directions

Doesn’t recognize descriptions of

objects or events \

Cannot answer questions about activities

or experiences that occurred previously

in the classroom

Has limited vocabulary (especially when
exposed consistently to adults with
extensive vocabulary)

Uses shorter sentences than other children of
same age

Doesn’t have words for common objects and
experiences

Sentence structure is inappropriate for age

.Exhibits stress or tension when speaking

Avoids speaking situations

. Avoids saying certain appropriate words

Uses five or more repetitions of a sound or of
the same word

‘Sentence has more than one dysfluency

Voice always sounds like a cold
or sore throat
Loses voice for a prolonged period more than

. once a year
Voice is hoarse or harsh

Voice is too high-pitched

Voice is too low-pitched

Voice is too soft

Voice is too loud

Voice is monotone

Isn't talking by age 2

Doesn’t respond to loud sounds

Watches other children to see what

to do during oral directions

Has a cold, allergy or earache most

of the time

Has other family members with

a hearing loss

Seems to ignore or miss what is being said
Seems to confuse or misunderstand

what is being said

Acts as if she/he understands (smiles, nods)
even when it isn't so.

APPENDIX B

Speech-Sound Developmental Ages
According to Templin (1957} and Poole (1934)

Speech Templin Poole
Sound (75% criterion) (100% criterion)
m 3 35

n 3 45

h 3 35

P 3 35

f 3 55

w 3 35

b 4 3as

ng (sing) 3 45

y {yow 3.5 45

k 4 45

g 4 45

1 6 65

d 4 45

t 6 4.5

5 4.5 75

r 4 75

ch 45 not tested
v 6.5 6.5

z 7 75

zh (measure) 7 65

th 6 75

i Gug) 7 not tested
sh 45 65
th (the) 7 - 6.5

APPENDIX C

Guidelines for Differentiating a Stutterer
from a Nonfluent Child

1. Facial tremors caused by excessive tens:on
2. Speaks cautiously
3. Speaks very rapidly, almost compulswe
4. Speaks too loudly or softly
5. Evidence of struggle and tension while speaking
6. Blocks the airflow
7. Raises the pitch or volume during dysfluencies
8. Accompanying body movements during dysfluencies
9. Signs of embarrassment while speaking
10. Uneven repetitions
11. Use of the schwa vowel on his/her repetitions
12. Many repetitions (5 or more) during a word
13. Stops in the middle of a word, backs up and starts over
14. Evidence of avoiding certain words
15. More than one dysfluency during a sentence
From Treating the School Age Stutterer: A Guide for Clinicians by
Carl W. Del}, Jr. {published by Speech Foundation of America,
1986, not copyrighted).
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Speech Pathology Section, Allied Health, (Mount Henry Hospital), 1990.

u

Teacher Checklist
. Communicative behaviour: Probiem No problem

1 Speech

Uses speech sounds correctly
for age. For this age, most
speech sounds should be produced :
correctly. One or two copsistent g
errors may be present. Should bhe

intelligible all the time rto

familiar and unfamiliar people

2 Grammar

Uses a variety of sentences
incliuding longer and more complex
sentences e.g those joined with
“because”, "so that", "if", "when".
Makes few grammatical errcrs

3 Expressing ideas
'
Describes experiences accurately,
logically and in sufficient detail
for a listener to understand

4 Vogcahulary

Has a large vocabulary and uses

this effectively to express ideas.
Learns new vocabulary easily and
incorporates this into own sentences.

5 Understanding

Follows teachers instructions and
questions on first telling without
requiring further explanation.
Quickly learns scheool routines

6 Classroom behaviour

{(a) with teacher

Uses formal greetings. Obtains
teacher attention appropriately.
Listens when teacher addresses
group and remains con-topic if
called to respond

{b} with peers

Gains entry to group by acceptable
method. ” Takes turns being leader/
follower. * Initiates and responds
L0 peers’ conversation

7 Specific lancuage skills

Constructs comprehensible
personal narrative,
Participates in shared book
activity

8 Fluency
Speaks fluently (without
excessive pauses, repetitions,
false statements)

3 Voice

Uses a normal voice :
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Appendix B

List of behaviours investigated by Zubrick (1984) for the significance of their

relationship to an underlying difficulty in Janguage leaming.

NB Zubrick reverse coded 15 checklist items, which were reworded to reflect
positive behaviours, while the remaining 75 behaviours identified behaviour
problems. Iltems reverse coded were behaviour checklist items 47, 48, 49, 53,
54, 55, 64, 74, 82, 85, 86, 11§, 119, and 121.
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Section € - Page 2

Selow {3 a 1ist of items that cescribe children. -
for each item that describes your child, now or within the sast 5 wonths, please
circle numoer 2, if the item is very irue or orten true of your caria, circie 1 if the item is somewnat

:fo: somatimes true of your child.” [f the item 15 not :rue of vour cniid, circle the 0.
- 0 s 3w =0
9= wor (252 —
S - ] .“AR!:
'-J:..E MARK = .g - !
= [— z‘__;-h L -
I 2 43. Acts too young for his/her age il S
1 2 44, Argques a lot 720 1 2 €9. Follows things better wnen
—t shown rather than =2ld how 2 _—
1 2 45, Asthma 73 - 49 thea, i 97
1 2 45. Allergies 74 - iy
= 0 1 2 70. Feels or comolains that sodocy i
1 2 47. Asks a lot of questions B i Toves mim/her I 28
1 2 4¢8. Accepts changes in routine 76 I " '
N o . T 0 1 2 71. Feeis =orthless or inferiors
1 2 49. Actively joins in conversation 77 feels sre's/he's not 15 good |
S— 4s others. } 59
. . l
0 1 2 72. Fearful/anxious 100
1 2 50. 3ad temoered, gruwoy 78 = y : i
19 1 2 73. Finds instruciions hard o follow 101
I 2 5). Bossed around by other children 79
1 2 52. 3rothers or sisters talk for & . e
him/her I ja0|@ 1 2 74, Gets siong well «1th other i
children 1102
0 1 2 75. Gats wrt 4 lot, iccident arone : hos
Il 2 53. Can meke hirsalf/herself under- " a ; I: !
steod clearly 2 others g1 (% 1 2 7. Sers in many fignts ! :_;104
- k1
1 2 %4. Gn szy 411 sounds correctly I } 82(0 ! 2 77. Gets eased d lot | u0s
1 2 55. Can retell @ message accurztely Jea|0 1 2 78. Gets dored with toys suiexly !i 1108
: , 2 4
1 2 5. Comalains of ear iche . ]34 (0 1 2 79. HKas irouble hearing !,__-:—30;
1 2 57. Clings to adults or tco — 0 1 2 80. ignores instructions ,'.l ii08
depengent | 85 N . . 3 3
0 1 2 31. Is reluctant o zalk in groups il oo
1 2 8. Complains of not having any o " P

frienag 26 1 2 32. Is naooy 20 seqin a conversation (] |
l =ith unfamiliar ceocle j:  FEIE

1 2 %9. Cries a lot 87 ; -
! 0 1 2 33. !=moulsivescoes imings «1tnout
1 2 $0. Clumsy ' | |2 thinting P i
1071 2 34, lnatientive: zoesn’s say itzentica |1 i1
l 2 &1. Daydreams or gets lost in ° —] iU 1 2 35. is mapoy 19 leave mouher/fatner ; I
his/her thougnts 8 * |
9 | ? 0 ! 2 36. Is 2asy o vanage l 1312
1 2 52. Zemangs a lot of sttention ! 0 . o i
: —— Y10 1| 2 387. Is rsiuctant %2 join in 3roups {8
1 2 5§3. OJisopedgient at school/ | . :
Yincercarten i 51
g ; —
0 1 2 38. Likes 12 e iione : S RS B E-
=
2 sk Gadk 36%ed i g2 10 ! 2 39. Likes imings 13 remain the same i dm e
1 2 55. Eajoys playing with messy things 53 E——
Ll ™
1 2 36. ZInjoys deing iole¢/reed stories | | 35,0 1 2 320. SNaugnty 2t acme YT
- __] = . L J -
1 2 57. Znioys deing with older : 'o 1 2z 31. Nervous. nignstrung or -ense [ it
rather than younger cnilcren ! s - — |
it 001 2 %2. Dislines Sy otrer ¢nileren i 1o
! 2 38. fears going 12 school/ ’ i .
cincergarzen | ];5 9 1 % 33 Nesas 3-long lime 13 “warm” 15 new | ——
siTuations/decple | jigx
Pl
| l
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Section C - Page 1
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0 1 2 %4, Needs 0 have instructions 0 1 2 i2l. Talks easily with friends |__E!"'i
and Questions redealed D)z: X
0 1 2 122. Unceraczive, slow moving, I-—l
3 1 2 85, Physically atzacks pecple, lacxs =nergy 1za
especially if uoset. 123 i“‘i
0 1 2 1i22. Unhacoy, sad, Zepressed I s
J 1 2 $5. Foor school worx L)Z& i
0 1 2 124. ‘Unusually naughty L. eaed
3 1 2 §7. Poor concentration: can't I_] H
pay atiention for long 125 {0 1 2 125. Uses gestures anc/or grunts | i'_'!
'—] inszead of =alking ¥ 1 NE3
2 1 2 98. Poorly co—ordinated I 126 I
5 R
0 1 2 99. Prefers playing with older ) i
chileren 127 {0 1 2 126, Visits doczor frequently 182
0 1 2 100. Prefers alaying with younger 0 1 2 127. Yery concerned with nedtness, I b
cnilaren 128 cleenliness Lo g1gs
0 1 2 101, Prefers olaying with one toy . 0 1 2 128. Whining __lisk
at 4 time 129 ;
0 1 2 129. Witnaraen, coesn’'t set involved
wilh others
9 1 2 102. Refuses to ulk 120 |0 1 2 130. ‘Worries 1 lot
0 1 2 103. Reperts hicself/herself, woen 0 1 2 131. 4111 only talk %o one person,
he/she talks Dln mot t2 4 jrouw of people.
0 1 2 104, Restless: hyperaciives can't 4 1 2 132 fﬁil mly taik o zeoole ne/she
sit still Duz inows el
Please write in any a7colems your ch1ld has
9 1 27 105. Secretive; keeos things to ] that concern you. MaT ~ere nol listed previously.
self _h33 !
J— !
3 1 2 108. Self-conscious or easaly ¢ 1 2 123 i
emsarrassed. _134 i
x A=
3 1 2 107. Shows off/clowns around 138 : ;!51
01 27. 108. Spencs a lot cof time dlone 136 |
91 2 109. Speech is difficult <o underitand 127 |0 1 2 134,
3 1 2 110. Says very little 138 s
. - S i 11€8
2 172 1il. Shy or timd 139 —_—
3 172 112. Stares blankl 1
= i b i L g1e0 91 23S,
3 1 2 113, Stusborn: >igheaded; strong- T 8 B =4
willed . l 141 i [153
2 1 2 114, Sudcen chinces in mood : = M
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2 1 Z 115.° Talks too mxn 143
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S 402 1175 Temmer tantrums © lasg
IIB:W:H‘:S- to avoid going o i ; ‘
g ;--:::,"‘:."“":l or kincergarien 146 - : i
: , = i
Tells me siortes sre/he knowe 147 P

Talks Setzer o children than

+ .aoults

104




Preliminary Questionnaire for the present study.
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Preliminary Questionnaire Page 1
Teacher Questionnaire

Piease tick or fill in the appropriate boxes:

Pre-primary Year 1

Currently Teaching.........ccccoooeevivvininrienreneeennn

Year of completion of initial teacher training..........

Any higher degrees (please specify degree, year completed, major/minor areas of study. If
you have completed more than one degree, please give details of the most recent compieted).

Example; B.Ed. 1990 major-maths, minor-computing.

....................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................

Parental Status...............ccveeirereeeerenne.... UMber of children

ABES..oiirire et Boys Girls
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Preliminary Questionnaire Page 2
Parts 1 and 2

Please indicate your response to the following statements listed below by marking the
adjoining scale.

Note: SA.........Strongly Agree D..........Disagree
A Agree SD........Strongly Agree
U.ecerreenUndecided

1. Difficulty in speaking can affect progress in learning to read SA A U D SD

2. Where children are having difficulties in speaking, lis'ening,
reading or writing in Pre-primary or Year 1 they may not grow
ont of it SA A U D SD

3. Al children with langauge difficulties have abnormalities in
their speech SA A U D SD

4, There is always a reason {(eg brain damage, perceptual
dysfunction or low intelligence) why a child might have
difficulty in ianguage iearning SA A u D SD

5. Children having difficulty in one or more aspects of language
leamning may not grow out of their difficulties without
assistance SA A U D SD

6. There may be no obvious cause for a difficulty in langrage
lIeamning SA A U D SD

7. Boys take longer to mature than girls and are therefore more
likely to grow out of a difficulty in language learning SA A U D sD

8. Some children take longer to mature than others, and their
difficulties in language Jearning will resolve given time, SA A U D SD

’ 9. More boys are likely to have difficuity in language learning
1 than girls SA A U D SD

10. You can expect some children to have difficulty in language SA A U D SD
learning in Pre-primary or Year 1 but they usnally catch up.
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Preliminary Questionnaire Page 3
Part 3 '
The Whole Language Approach integrates speaking, listening, reading and writing, and
indicates that difficulty in one area may well precede or be linked to difficulty in another.
Research is also showing that some behaviours may be indicative of an underlying difficulty in
language learning. Please indicate your response to the following behaviours on the adjoining
scale.

Note:  Strongly Agree........Indicates that you consider the behaviour to be related to difficulty in

language learning

AZret...vmsincinenne. Indicates that you feel the behaviour is likely to be related to difficulty in
language fearning

Undecided............ Have no opinion

Disagree,...uoo. Indicates that you consider it unlikely that the behaviour is related to a
difficulty in language learning

Strongly Disagree..Indicates that you consider the behaviour to be not related to difficnlty in

Ianguage learning,

1. Has allergies SA A U D SD
2. Has sudden changes in mood or feeling SA A U D SD
3. Finds instructions hard to follow SA A U D SD
4. Physically artacks others SA A U D SD
5. Is not active in conversation SA A U D SD
6. Saysvery little SA A U D sD
7. Iswithdrawn SA A U D SD
8. Isreluctant to join groups SA A U D SD
9. Can not make self clearly understood to others SA A U D SD
10. Does not relate to other children SA A U D SD
11. Follows when shown SA A U D SD
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12,

13.

14,

15,

16,

17.

18.

19.

20.

21,

22,

23.

24,

25,

26.

27,

28,

29,

30.

Does ﬁot ask questions
Likes constancy

Needs time to adjust

Can not say all sounds correctly
Suffers from ear ache

Is clumsy

Refuses to talk

Is withdrawn

Is reluctant to talk in groups
Yiblings talk for him/her

Is impulsive

Is accidence prone

Acts too young

Unusually naughty

Can not reteli a message accurately

Is shy

Whines

Speech is difficult to understand

Gets bored with toys quickly

Preliminary Questionnaire Page 4

SA

SA

SA

SA

SA

SA

SA

SA

SA

SA

SA

SA

SA

SA

SA

SA

SA

SA

SA

A

U

D
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SD

SD

SD

SD

SD

SD

SD

SD

SD

SD

SD

SD

SD

SD

SD

SD

SD
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Preliminaty Questionnaire Page 5
Part 4

Many researchers feel that children having difficulty in language learning can be identified by
close cooperation between parents and teachers. It is important to know how teachers feel
about the role played by parents in the identification of their child as a language learning
having difficulty. Please pick a number from the scale below to show how well each word or
phrase describes how you feel about parents and their capability to identify their child as
having difficulty in language learning. Circle the appropriate number on the scale next to each
gtatement.
Scale

Never 1 2 3 4 5 Always

Parents:

Aware unaware of difficulty
Are accurate

Are useful

Exaggerate child's capabilities
Deny existence of difficulty
Tend to blame school or teacher
Are interested

Act on suggestions

Are heipful

Are aware of difficulty

Are keen to discuss

e Mmoo oA oop
wvh Lh

Follow through on suggested action
. Listen carefully
Volunteer information freely
Feel defensive
Compare child with siblings
Compare own child with peers
Reject teacher's suggestions
Will try other avenues of assistance
Feel that the teacher/school should resolve the difficulty
Are not interested

O T e T T T S S S T o B Y
BN RN NN NN R RN DR DN N RN RN D DR
LWL W W W W W W W L W W W W W W W W W W W
S I - S - N - L S N N N T T - N O O N
h th tth th LA Lh h Lh h W Lh Lh th h th W W L A LA

« E "M now OB SR

Accept teacher's suggestions/opinions

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
................................................................................................................................................

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Preliminary Questionnaire Page 6
Part §

This section relates to how confident you feel in identifying children at-risk in your classroem,
Please select and circle 1 number for each statement.

Not at all 1 2 3 4 5 Very much so

1. I am confident that ] have the knowledge and skills needed to
identify children having difficulties in language learning 12345

2. Ihave had sufficient training to confidently refer children for
further assessment 1 2345

3. Tunderstand the terms used by speech therapists and other
professionals 12345

4. I feel that more training is needed for Pre-primary and Year 1

teachers in the identification of difficulties in language learning 12545
5. 1feel that the identification of children having difficulties in
language learnings is not the role of the classroom teacher 1 23435

................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

................................................................................................................................................

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

................................................................................................................................................
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Appendix D

The research package posted to schools, including the final questionnairs.
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11 Windarra Heights
Marangaroo WA 6064
Ph 247 1012

23/11/92

Dear Principal

I am & Year 1 teacher at John Septimus Roe Anglican Community School. I am also
completing a thesis as part of my Bachelor of Education Degree at Edith Cowan University.
The title of my research proposal is "Identifying Language Learners at Risk: Pre-primary into
Year 1".

I would appreciate it if you could distribute the enclosed questionnaires to your Pre-primary
and Year ] teachers. The questionnaire will take about 12 minutes to fill in, and each has a
stamped and addressed envelope included so that the completed questionnaire can be returned
with a minimum of inconvenience. I do not need to know the teachers' names. However each
questionnaire has been numbered so that I can check replies received against the number of
questionnaires distributed. All replies will be confidential, and no single questionnaire will be
quoted in the final research report. Once the information has been compiled the completed
questionnaires will be destroyed.

If you would like to know more about the research proposal or the research findings please do

not hesitate to contact me. I appreciate your cooperation, particularly at such a busy time of
the year.

Yours sincerely

onloo

Dee Jordan
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DAk PR AR ARTLTEATI R T

11 Windarra Heights
Marangaroo WA 6064
Ph 247 1012

23/11/92

Dear Teacher

My name is Dee Jordan and I am a Year 1 teacher at John Septimus Roe Anglican Community
school in Mirrabooka. I am also completing an Honours Degree at Edith Cowan University,
and for this degree I am conducting research into the identification of children having difficulty
in language learning in Pre-primary and Year 1. I would really appreciate if you could
complete the questionnaire and return it to me as soon as possible. (It should take about 12
minutes to complete). A stamped and addressed envelope is included for your convenience.

Your response to the questionnaire will be confidential and no single questionnaire will be
quoted in the final research report. All questionnaires will be destroyed once the information
from them has been collated.

I do not need to know your name although I do need some information in terms of your
professional training and parental status. You will notice that this questionnaire has been
numbered - this is only so that I can check replies received against the number of
questionnaires sent out,

I believe that my research may be of use to teachers, principals and administrators in the
development of future policy in relation to the identification of chiidren at risk of having
difficulty in language learning within the school setting. I also believe that my research is
important because it is clussroom based, and it is for this reason that I am seeking your
support - your return is vital if my statistical calculations are to be valid. Please don't hesitate
to contact me if you have any queries or are interested in the results of the project.

Thank you for your cooperation at an extremely busy time of the year.

Yours sincerely

v

ee Jordan
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Final Questionnaire Page 1
Teacher Questionnaire

Please tick or fill in the appropriate boxes:

Age (optional)

Pre-primary Year 1

Currently Teaching

Qualifications

Year of completion of initial teacher training

Any higher degrees (please specify degree, year completed, major/minor areas of study. If
you have completed more than one degree, please give details of the most recent completed).

Example: B.Ed. 1990 major-maths, minor-computing.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................

Parental Status

Number of children
Boys Girls
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Final Questionnaire Page 2

Please indicate your response to the following statements listed below by marking the
adjoining scale.

Note: SA........Strongly Agree

10.

A Agree
Uiecisannee. Undecided

Difficulty in speaking can affect progress in learning to read

Where children are having difficulties in speaking, listening,

reading or writing in Pre-primary or Year 1 they may not grow

out of it

All children with langauge difficuities have abnormalities in
their speech

There is always a reason {eg brain damage, perceptual
dysfunction or low intelligence) why a child might have
difficulty in language learning

Children having difficulty in one or more aspects of language
learning may not grow out of their difficulties without
assistance

There may be no obvious cause for a difficulty in language
learning

Boys take longer to mature than girls and are therefore more
likely to grow out of a difficulty in language learning

Some children take longer to mature than others, and their
difficulties in language learning will resolve given time.

More boys are likely to have difficulty in language leaming
than girls

You can expect some children to have difficulty in language
learning in Pre-primary or Year 1 but they usually catch up

D..........Disagree
SD........Strongly Agree

SA

SA

SA

SA

SA

SA

SA

SA

SA

SA
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Final Questionnaire Page 3
Research shows that some behaviours may be linked to difficulty in language learning. In your

experience, how likely is it that the following behaviours could be indicative of an underlying
difficulty in language learning. Please indicate your response on the adjoining scale.

Note: Strongly Agree........  Indicates that you consider the behaviour to be related to difficulty in

language learning

¥ L) o - U Indicates that you fecl the behaviour is likely to be related to difficulty

in language learning
Undecided......c.oreenes  Have no opinion

Disagree.. o Indicates that you consider it unlikely that the behaviour is related to a

difficulty in language lcarning

Strongly Disagree.......... Indicates that you consider the behaviour to be not refated to difficuley

in language learning.

1. Has allergies | SA A U D SD
2, Has sudden changes in mood or feeling SA A U D SD
3. Finds instructions hard to follow SA A U D sSD
4, Physically attacks others SA A U D sSD
5. Isnot active in conversation SA A U D SD
6. Says very little SA A U D SD
7. Is withdrawn SA A U D SD
8. Isreluctant to join groups SA A U D SD
9. Can not make self clearly understood to others SA A U D sD
10. Does not relate to other children SA A U D SD
11, Follows things better when shown SA A U D Sb
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12,
13.
14.
15.

16.

18.
19,
20,
21.
22
23.
24,
25,
26,
27,
28,
29.

30.

Does not ask questions

Likes constancy

Needs time to adjust

Can not say all sounds correctly

Suffers from ear ache

. Is clumsy

Refuses to talk

Has asthma

Is reluctant to talk in groups
Siblings talk for him/her

Is impuisive

Is accidence prone

Acts too voung

Unusually naughty

Can not retell a message accurately

Is shy
Whines
Speech is difficult to understand

Gets bored with toys quickly

- SA

Final Questionnaire Page 4

5A

SA

SA
SA
SA
SA
SA
SA
SA
SA
SA
SA
SA
SA
SA
SA

SA

A A S O S I S R - - T - S
C € € ¢ ¢ d ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ c o c oo c o c
T U U U U Y U vy g U g o v o v v o o o

SA
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Final Questionnnaire Page 5

This section relates to how confident you fee! in identifying children at-risk in your classroom.
Please select and circle 1 number for each statement.

Scale
Not at all 1 2 3 4 5 Very much so

1. Iam confident that I have the knowledge and skills needed to
identify children having difficulties in language learning 123435

2. T'have had sufficient training to confidently refer children for
further assessment 12345

3. I understand the terms used by speech therapists and other
professionals 1 2 3 435

4. [ feel that more training is needed for Pre-primary and Year 1
teachers in the identification of difficulties in language learning 1 23435

5. Ifeel that the identification of children having difficulties in
language learnings is not the role of the classroom teacher 123435

................................................................................................................................................
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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23/11/92

Dear Teacher

Earlier this week you should have received a questionnaire from me. The questionnaire is part
of my research investigating the identification of children having difficulties in language
learning from the classroom. If you have filled in the questionnaire and returned it, thank you
very much. If you have muslaid the reply paid envelope please give me a ring and I will send

you another. I would appreciate if I could have all the questionnaires returned to me by the
1st of December.

Many thanks for your cooperation and time at a busy time of the year.

Yours sincerely

Dee Jordan
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Appendix E

Detailed Tables of results for research Questions 1 and 2.
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Zubrick (1984)

item

Statement SA A U D sD
1 Cannot make self clearly understood  32.6% 50.6% 64% 89% 1.3%
to others

2 Speech is difficult to understand 266% 582% 89% 63% 00%
3 Cannot say all sounds correctly 21.6% 62.0% 63% 10.1% 0.0%
4 Cannot retell a message accurately 127% 658% 63% 152% 0.0%
5 Is not active in conversation 13.9% 54.4% 101% 17.7% 3.8%
6 Says very little 13.9% 36.7% 15.2% 304% 3.8%
7 Is reluctant to join in groups 5.1% 443% 228% 26.6% 1.3%
8 Likes constancy 26% 403% 221% 325% 26%
9 Needs time to adjust 38% 456% 22.8% 253% 25%
10 Does not ask questions 63% 443% 253% 228% 1.3%
11 Is reluctant to talk in groups 51% 392% 228% 31.6% 13%
12 Is withdrawn 63% 532% 17.7% 215% 1.3%
13 Acts too young 1.3% 44.3% 241% 443% 13%
14 Physicafly attacks others 11.4% 275% 266% 27.8% 63%
15 Refuses to talk 114% 44.3% 228% 203% 13%
16 Does not relate to other children 51% 43.0% 215% 291% 1.3%
17 Finds instructions hard to follow 38.0% 595% 13% 13% 00%
18 Is shy 13% 241% 215% 494% 3.8%
19 Siblings talk for him/her 51% 633% 152% 16.5% 0.0%
N=79
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Statement SA A U D SD
Has ailergies | 76% 367% 329% 203% 25%
Has sudden changes inmood orfeeling 25% 17.7% 27.8% 456% 6.3%
Follows things befter when shown 00% 139% 165% 582% 11.4%
Sutfers from earache 3.8% 152% 266% 443% 10.1%
Is clumsy 25% 278% 342% 31.6% 3.8%
Has asthma 16.5% 367% 31.6% 139% 1.3%
Is impulsive 76% 354% 342% 215% 1.3%
Is accident prone 51% 43.0% 31.6% 19.0% 1.3%
Unusually naughty 51% 329% 241% 329% 51%
Whines 76% 544% 215% 165% 0.0%
Gets bored with toys quickly 51% 38.0% 32.9% 203% 3.8%
N=79
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