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16th Jan 1946 - In the afternoon it tried to rain but all went into dust. I put in 
another run of cement in the bathroom. [at Chris1:Jnas Creek Station].1 1  

3rd March 1946 - In the afternoon the Boss [Vic Jones] gave a thrashing to 
four natives. I all day by the station. 114 

Individual biographies can be therapeutic. A classic example of the therapeutic aspect 

was brought to light when American war veterans were interviewed, allowing them 

the opportunity to relieve confused feelings. Japanese imericans who had fought for 

the USA in the Second World Wa1 have been able to overcome a 'disabling silence', a 

silence that did not allow them to express what it felt like to 'look like' the enemy. 

Vietnamese Americans, too, who fought for their country during the Vietnam War, 

suffered this much-overlooked phenomenon. 1 15 Rodriguez's eldest child Pepita 

Pregelj was sent to boa1ding school at the age of nine, albng with her cousin Pat 

Bergmann who was then thirteen. The girls were the first Aboriginal boa1ders at 

Stella Maris College in Geraldton. However, Pepita never openly acknowledged her 

Aboriginality at school, despite learning a lot about the culture from her mother. It 

was'not until she was about twenty-one that she felt able to acknowledge her 

Aboriginal identity. Experiences at boarding school where she was treated differently 

from other girls influenced her to subsume her Aboriginal identity: 

I remember one of the nuns was checking the lockers and in front ofmy 
locker, she told me off. I think I had one thing on the floor, and she was quite 
cross and she said that I was very dirty. It was quite a demeaning kind of 
comment. It has always stuck with me that whatr5he'd said, was that I was 
dirty. She then went across io rny best friend whose locker was a pig sty; 
clothes everywhere, junk and smelly shoes and socks and she never picked on 
her the way she did on me. At ·,he time, I did not see that as a racial thing. I 
could be misjudging the nun, hut I think that was the time that there were 
Aboriginals from the bush; I was a bush person . . .  so there was that feeling of 
being treated differently .116 

J 

113 Rodriguez's comments: [I was awfal, becawie you could see a giant cloud of red dust coming 
towards wi; It war hard to breathe, 
114 Rodriguez's comments: Vic Jones got some Aboriginal boys by saying he'd give them some

i
tions, 

but in.stead he htt them with a pinch bar becawie they'd attacked another boy called Crowbar: h 
wanted to teach them a lesson. There were two [white] men outside with revol11ers in case the oys got 
away. One Aboriginal boy was holding the other up; he had blood all over his shoulder. 
m Alistair Thomson, "From Memory Maps to Cyberspace," Oral History Spring, no. Sporting Lives 
(1997). p.21. .. 
116 Pepita Pregelj, 7th September 2003. 
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The way in which people communicate their memories is influenced by their age, 

gender and culture. People's attitude to their memoriCs, and consequently the way 

they articulate their recollections must be understood by ,the historian or interviewer. 

Critics of oral history do not appreciate the efforts to conect bias and fabulation, or 

acknowledge that memories are reconstructed in specific ways that represent the past. 

They do not acknowledge that the distortions of memory can be a resource as much as 

a problem.1 17  Windschuttle demonstrated his ignorance of the differences in the 

interpretation oflanguage when he suggested Peggy Patrick, a storyteller of the ' ' J 
Mistake Creek massacre was lying. Patrick speaks the local languages o fK.ija and 

Kriol and when communicating with non�speakers Patrick uses the derivative, 

Aboriginal English. She retold the story that had been passed onto her by her parents, 

to the ABC's 7.30 Report presenter Kerry O'Brien, that her grandparents and aunts 

and uncles were killed in the massacre, Impelled by Windschuttle's accusation, 

Patrick in a statement defending her words to O'Brien s.-iid: 

I don't talk that high English but everybody who talk to me face to face 
understand properly what I bin tell 'em. My ganggay, my mum mum, bin get 
killed along with big mob more family. m 

In Aboriginal way, she had referred to her grandmother tis 'mum mum,. 

Windschuttle's reaction clearly shows he misunderstood her limited English and had 

not himself, investigated the interpretation of the local lingua franca: 

O'Brien's research should have also made him question Peggy Patrick who 
appeared on his program claiming both her parents, two brothers and two 
sisters were massacred at the time. If her parents" were killed in 1915, Patrick 
must now be at least 86 years old, yet on television she did not look a day over 
50. 119 

Patrick was 71. 120 Narratives from people of various relationships such a; the elderly, 

one's contemporaries and even school children who tell of past events can support an 

untold history; they even add authenticity to a story. Memory to imlinary folk 

1 1! Paul Thompson, The Voice of the Pmt: Oral History (Oxford: Oxford Uni. Pr{!ss, 1978). p.228, r1 
1 18 Peggy Patrick, "Statement of Peggy Patrick," in Whitewash: On Keilh Wlndshultle'.s Fabrication of 
Aboriginal Hi.story, ed. Robert Manne (Melbourne: Black Inc. Agenda, 2003).p.215. 
119 Cathie Clement, "Mistake Creek," in Whitewash: On Keith Windshuttfe'.s Fabrication of Aboriginal 
HI.story, ed. Robert Manne (Melbciurne: Black Inc. Agenda, 2003). p.205. 
120 Ibid. 
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