USE OF THESIS

The Use of Thesis statement is not included in this version of the thesis.
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blank, and 1 don't know what happens. This is the
symbol of the white blank bit of my work.

[ feel that as I grow older and mature more my ideas
and thoughts of God will expand more as [ go
through experiences in my life,

Fortunato has strong, positive feelings towards God. These
result from his perceptions of his life experiences which are coloured by
his faith, However, sometimes Fortunato’s reflections on life in the
world around him cause him to experience strong negative thoughts
and feelings about God. These negative thoughts sometimes eclipse his
positive thoughts, but when he pursues them, they peter out into
nothingness. When Fortunato pursues his positive thoughts about
God, and tries to apply them to the negatives in his life, they also peter
out, This leaves him with a blank space of unknowingness and

wondering in his life.

Fortunato can accept this blank space in his life because he
knows that it is only temporary, and that one day ("when I grow older
and mature more"”) he will come to understand, In the meantime, he
lives with the dichotomy and the paradox of God, believing that God is
very important in his life and worth the struggle he experiences,







The four students whose ideas appear in this group go beyond
wondering about God. Problems and crises in their lives, or reflections
on the tragic or evil events that occur in the world, cause them anguish

that leads them to ask God "WHY?”

1. Antonella didn’t understand God’s actions.

God is something that I would nerver understand for
example if God do make the world and people why
would he make people go against each other, killing
each other, wars etc. Why do people hurt not on the
outside but also in the inside, why do people use each
other, why!

Like Stefania in the above group, Antonella seeks to know how
a loving creator could make such unloving creatures as humans, and
_ then permit them to commit their atrocities upon the innocent. This is

something that goes beyond her comprehension,

Antonella seems to be experiencing the sorrow of the helpless

faced with overwhelming distress.
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2 Edward questioned God on several levels.

My Artwork is based on what [ feel. , ..

Question mark represents the wonder of what I'm
here for, on this planet. . ..

The light blue, brown and black Scribbles represent the
troubled times in my life when I want to believe in
god but wonder why he has let this happen. . .

The red symbols the anger of what I'm doing, why
can’t he help the crisis that 'm facing,

Unlike Antonella, whose doubt is in response to more global
and less personal problems, Edward’s questions arise in response to

troubling personal problems,

Edward speaks of three inter-related feelings: he feels wonder at
his own unique existence; he feels unease and a questioning when God
does not appear to help him in troubled times; he feels anger at God for

abandoning him in his times of crisis.

Edward’s main problem is in reconciling his belief in a loving,

caring God with the evidence in his life that speaks to him of a distant,

uncaring God.
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If Gud has to bring disease on to his world can't he give
it to the drugdealers or people who do bad things to
others in the hope of saving themselves. | feel sorry for
her and feel so guilty, sometimes [ wonder how I
would cope if it was me!t After bad nights of thinking
and praying for | sometimes feel very angry at God for
what he’s done. When I first heard about her & her not
getting better [ stopped praying to God because I blamed
him for the trouble she has been going through. I've
only now started to continue believing. [ don’t think
that { ever stopped loving him or believing in him
because he’s always been in my life but some things
confuse me and make me wonder why-just like my
picture has said,

Jasmin’s faith in God is being severly tested by the existence of
the suffering of her friend. She is experiencing the stages of grief, not
only for her friend, but for the fragility of all life, including her own,
She blames God for her friend’s suffering, saying that this is something
God has done. (It is not surprising that Jasmin reacts this way: society

tends to call all inexplicable, natural phenomena ‘acts of God'.)

Jasmin's sorrow has not outweighed her reflections on the good
times in her life, and her certainty in the loving participation of God in
her life. Eventually, this reality led to the re-assertion of her former,
loving relationship with God. However, her questions and doubts still
exist, and she still struggles with the perennial problem of the existence

of pain and suffering.
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Chloe’s anguish is plain. To her, the concept of God is
interwoven with her thoughts, questions, doubts, fears, and the pain
associated with her cousin’s death. It is not the existence of death per se
that troubles Chloe, but the apparently random, unthinking, almost

brutal selection of the innocent as victims.

To Chloe, it was God's decision that her cousin should die.
(This may have been influenced by soctety’s expression that when
someone dies, God has taken that person.} However, this does not lead
Chiloe to reject Ged. Instead, Chlee grieves, and questions, and prays to

God, in the hope that one day she will come to understand.




IMAGES OFGOD

Introduction

Within the concepts of the respondents can be found many

different images of God.

Images differ from concepts. An image is a mental picture, like
a photograph, that captures one aspect of God. A concept is an overall
idea or vision about God that includes ideas of God's nature, activities,
relationality, etcetera. An image may be a part of a concept, or it may

exist apart from a concept. Take the following excerpt, for example.

1 feel God is like a mysterious spirit floating and
crawling into different areas of the world.

I relate to words like father, leader, and friend to God:
have many views of how I see God.

Taylor’s central concept of God is of a mysterious spirit. This is
supplemented by images of Ged as father, spirit, leader, and friend.
Taylor notes that she has many images of God. These in no!w;ly detract
from her core concept of God. |

1 have identified 44 separate ima;ges of God within the data, Ido
. not count in this number the extended images that form the basis of all
the concepts discussed above. What I have counted in this section are
all the ideas of God that are complementary or ancillary to the core
concept of the respondent,
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Some of the respondents (eight girls) used several images of God
together in an attempt to indicate that God was more than could be
encapsulated in one or two images, or that God was of imiportance in

their lives, or both of the above.

For example, Allora said: “For me, Ged is creator, friend, father,

“everything”.

Taylor said: “I relate words like father, spirit, leader, and friend

to God: have many views of how I see God.”

Louise said: “When I think about God, 1 think about him as my
father, my friend, God, Lord any of these names because they all have
significant meaning, . . . God is very special and very impertant to me

because he’s everything to me.”

God as Creator

Looking at the images of God in isolation, it can be seen that the
most frequently mentioned image of God is that of God as creator. This
is not surprising, given the number of students who spoke of God in
relation to nature. The existence of God as nature or in nature jtself is a
popular concept ameng the respondents, leading them to think of God

"as the creator. Ten girls and two boys mentioned the image of God as

creator.

This image can be seen cleatly in Louise’s comments:
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God is a very special person whom created the
universe and really most importantly he created
humans, animals, mammals and even insects.
When 1 think about God everything good comes to
mind, for example the ocean, the warmth of the sun,
people surfing the waves and everybody enjoying
themselves.

Cynthia wrote: “He [God] has created things more beautiful than
man can ever create. Man cannot make anything as complex as the
chemical structure of an element or the human heart.” Cynfhia
mentions both nature and humanity as examples of God's creative

genius.

I present Jacinta’s comments as a final, though unusual, example
of the image of God the creator:

Kaleidoscope, fireworks, explosion. Every colour
(most anyway!) of God's world,

Each one of the "blobs” is different just as we are.

Blended together to formm new colours. God blended
us to form new colours & races. All live on same
page as we all live in same world.

God means our creator and father. He guides,
watches and protects us.

Jacinta presents the image of an artist God wheo creates an
explosion of beauty, and is concerned and involved in the product of

the creative impulse.

As can be seen from the above comments, even when three
people share the same image of God, they can visualise and mean very

different things,




God as Friend

The image of friend, mentioned by nine girls, is the second most

frequently mentioned image of God,
Dana’s comments contain this image:

I see it [God] as someone | can turn to, like an
invisible friend. . . . God is like a life long friend,
someone to guide you on your way, someone who
will always be there, always willing to listen, even
though they don't talk to you, just listening to you is
enough. They don't give there opinions or ever
argue, just listen which I think is great.

Dana is thinking of the ideal friend for her, and finds this in

God.

Molika thinks of the friendship of Ged as something that is
available to everyone. Her image is less personal than Dana’s image.
Molika said: "God is like a ‘friend’ who is always near even if we cant
see him - God although may not be seen physically - God is felt, his/her

presence is felt.” To Molika, God is the universal friend.

In most of the examples when God is called ‘friend’ (all of which
were written by girls), a degree of intimacy, of support, and of loving
care characterise the image. It seems that these girls see God as the
patient, undemanding, trustworthy companion that they want, but

" perhaps cannot find in their relationships with others.
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God as Father

Eight girls used the im«ige of God as father. These ranged from
the formal ‘God, our Father in Heavert’, to ‘Dad, my best friend and
confidante’. Two examples that capture something of this range are

presented below.

In writing about her ideas of God, Anna wrote:

The main title I relate God to is Father because he is
everyones father and we are all brothers and sisters
living in his kingdom,

I can relate to ‘Father’ b'coz fathers are supportive
strong role models in our life who love their children
+ wish no harm upon them, this is why I can relate
God to my father .... Qur father.

Anna thinks in terms of a beneficent universal Father.

An example of a more personal type of father image can be
found in Louise’s comments. Although Louise uses many terms to

speak of God, ‘father’ is the predominant one.

When I think about God, I think about him as my
father, my friend, Ged, Lord any of these names
because they all have significant meaning and
entwine into each other because God is your father in
the sense that you can’t see him but you can talk to
him, he may not talk back but in your heart he is, I
think if you can pray comfortably and talk to him

" comfortably then you have already established a
special bond which can’t be broken by anyone or
anything.

In this description, God is ‘dad’, my best friend.
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God as Colours and Feelings

Four girls and one boy wrote of God as colours and feelings within
their minds. This may in part be due to the nature of the drawing and
meditation activity. The students were asked to meditate on the word
‘God’ and to try to express what came to mind. A number of students
found that they did not think of God in terms of a concrete image: it
then became difficult for these students to draw something. Several of
these students saw colours in their minds, and drew that; others felt
feelings that they associated with God, and translated these into colours.
I found no evidence that any students thought of God as colours or
feelings: I think that these images are the closest these respondents

could come to translating the otherness of God into human terms,

Cousy spoke of God as colours. She wrote: “Isaw God as being
all around me - being the switls [of colour in her picture). . . . The
colours all combined mean God is everywhere.” In this description,

the colours represent some aspect of God that she cannot name.

Fras also wrote of colours, He said: “I think I saw colours, bright
colours, not like a rainbow, just colours everywhere.” The word
‘everywhere’ in Fras’ notes may be an indication that the colours

represent the omnipresence of God.

Of her image, Faith said: “My picture says to me that God is sort
of always at the back of my mind when I need him. I suppose He is
probably one of the only brightest colours I can see in my mind besides
dreams.” Faith’s description contains the sense that what is being
described is a normal image in her mind, and not something that arose

only as part of the meditation/drawing activity.




