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ABSTRACT 

In this exploratory survey we investigated the 
perceptions o~, and fear o~ crime in elderly 
persons. Interviews were conducted with eighteen 
elderly residents o~ the City of Nedlands, an 
age-heterogeneous community which enjoys a high 
socio-economic status. Due to the small number of 
people interviewed the survey is qualitative in 
character but reflects the perceptions of a 
particular segment of metropolitan elderly 
persons. It was shown that the participants 
consider that there is mere crime, of a more 
serious and threatening nature, in present times 
than there was fifty years age. There was no 
indication o~ fear of becoming victims of crime, 
however those who had been victims showed a 
greater concern. Most indicated that they ~elt 
secure in their present accommodation. None ~elt 
insecure enough to want to shi~t. Their lack o~ 
~ear was demonstrated by the adoption of only 
basic security measures. Activities were not 
curtailed to any great degree, other than those 
that could also be attributed to age related 
activity decreases. Their concern regarding the 
increase in crime was net a personal concern but 
more a societal concern. 
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NOTES ON THE DIVISION OF LABOUR 

Diana Whyte dra~ted the interview schedule, 
interviewed all ~ield respondents, collated the 
data, dra~ted the original manuscript, and was 
responsible ~or the writing and word-processing. 

David Wiles conceived the project in 1989, linked 
researcher and agency, and provided theoretical, 
critical, and editorial ~eedback throughout the 
research process. 

Tessa Tarrant provided the 
survey sample, along with 
advice and encouragement. 

agency auspice and the 
ongoing collaboration, 
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1.0 EXPLORING FEAR OF CRIME 

1.1 INTRODUCTORY NOTES 

There is a generally held view in 
society that the incidence · o~ crime is 
increasing. It is also suggested that there 
is a greater degree o~ violence in the crimes 
that are committed. This has led to a 
concern within the community in general and 
amongst seniors in particular. As a result 
measures have been instigated on community 
and commercial levels to address this 
perceived problem. 

The Police Department o~ Western 
Australia has taken the initiative in 
community education, the major contribution 
being the introduction o~ a Neighbourhood 
Watch Scheme which is a sel~-help programme 
co-ordinated by the O~~ice o~ Crime 
Prevention and in association with the State 
Government Insurance O~~ice. The O~~ice o~ 
Crime Prevention has also produced 
publications dealing with help and advice on 
personal, property, and neighbourhood 
protection. These publications have been 
supported by various insurance and assurance 
Companies. 

At the commercial level there has been 
an increase in companies providing alarm and 
security systems to cover cars, homes and 
businesses. The use o~ these deterrents is 
encouraged by insurance companies because 
increasing crime results in higher premiums 
to their policy holders. 

1.2 LITERATURE REVIEW 

David Biles (1983) looked at the issue 
o~ the elderly as victims o~ crime and their 
~ear o~ crime. He reported on the ~irst 

National Crime Victims Survey, conducted in 
1975 and published in 1979, with a sample o~ 
18,694 persons. It was shown that the sixty 
years and over age group had a lower 
victimization rate than all other age-.groups 
over all o~~ences (see Appendix One). 
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However in that survey it was indicated 
that the elderly were more ~ear~ul than other 
groups, as shown below : 

Table 1 : HOW SAFE INDIVIDUALS FEEL WALKING 
ALONE IN THEIR NEIGHBOURHOOD AT NIGHT : BY 

Years 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60+ 

Vet·y sa-fe 
24.2 24.4 27.2 28.3 29.3 29.5 23.1 

f;:easonab 1 y sa-fe 
52.6 48.7 48.7 48.1 49.2 45.8 43.7 

Somewhat unsa-fe 
16. 1 18.4 16.3 16.3 13.3 15.3 17.8 

Vet·y unsa-fe 
7. 1 8.5 7 .-. • 0 

-r ..,.. 
I • _._ 8 *';• . ~ 9.4 15.4 

(n = 18,694) Biles ( 1983. p 22) 

Biles claims that there is a danger that 
that this anxiety can cause a restriction in 
social and recreational activities. Even 
though the incidence o-f crime against the 
elderly is less than o-f-fences against the 
general population, the e-f~ects and 
consequences are o-ften more pro-found. The 
prominence given by the media to crimes 
against the elderly is also likely to 
inct·ease -feat·. 

Later -figures -from the Australian Bureau 
o-f Statistics report Victims o-f Crime 
Australia 1983, published in 1986, con-firm 
that increasing age equates with lower rates 
o-f victimization, as can be seen in the Table 
below : 
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Table 2 : VICTIMS OF PERSONAL CRIME PER 
THOUSAND OF ALL PERSONS IN EACH AGE GROUP BY 
TYPE OF OFFENCE(a) RATES PER THOUSAND 

Type o~ o~~ence 
Age Sexual Motor Robbery Other Assault Total 
yrs asslt. veh. the~t 

(b) the~t 

15-19 
20-24 
25-29 
30-34 
35-39 
40-44 
45-49 
50-54 
55-59 
60-64 
65-69 
70-74 

7 
14 
10 

6 
4 

75 and over 

Total 5 

3 
19 
10 

8 
10 
12 

9 
5 
5 
3 
4 
5 

8 

1 1 
12 

6 
4 
7 
4 
5 
4 

6 

106 
106 

79 
58 
57 
46 
43 
37 
28 
24 
16 
16 
23 

59 

67 
67 
50 
36 
32 
24 
23 
20 
12 
10 

5 

34 

163 
185 
135 

98 
79 
72 
64 
46 
38 
28 
24 
25 

98 

<a> 
Rates are based on persons aged 15 years and 
over with the exception o~ sexual assault 
rates which are based on ~emales 18 years and 
over. (b)Sexual assault questions were asked 
only o~ ~emales aged 18years and over. 

CABS. May, 1986 Cat.4506.0 0 .11) 

Fattah (1986) also con~irms that 
o~~icial criminal statistics and 
victimization surveys in the United States, 
Europe, Canada and Australia indicate that 
increasing age correlates with a decreasing 
likelihood o~ being a victim o~ crime, and 
that the victimization that does occur is 
unlikely to be violent. The li~e-style o~ 

the elderly is seen as the major contributing 
~actor to this low incidence. They are less 
likely to spend time away ~rom home and 
there~ore not as likely to associate with 
o~~enders. Even though the elderly have a 
low victimization rate they do express high 
levels o~ ~ear o~ victimization. When they 
are victims o~ crime the e~~ects are likely 
to be more severe physically, 
psychologically, and ~inancially. 
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Thus active participation o~ the elderly 
themselves in crime prevention policies and 
strategies is recommended to reduce the 
incidence and impact o~ victimization. 

Jones (1987) looked at the ~ear o~ crime 
among 159 elderly tenants o~ bungalows and 
~lats in council estates in British urban 
areas. Respondents were asked what they ~elt 
most anxious about, and what they considered 
other elderly neighbours ~elt most anxious 
about. The results are shown below 

Table 3 : CURRENT ANXIETIES OF A SAMPLE OF 
ELDEF1:L Y PEOPLE 

Personally anxious 
about 

Health issues 
Ct·ime t·elated 
mattet·s 
F1:ange o~ othet· 
issues 
Money 
The ~utLn-e 

Don"t know 
No t·eply 

<n=159) 

% 
31 

13 

13 
8 
5 

27 

Other elderly people 
an)·: ious about 

Health issues 
Ct· ime t·elated 
mattet·s 
Range o~ at het· 
issues 
Money 
Isolation/ 
loneliness 
Don"t know 
No t·eply 

., 
/a 

4 

40 

5 
8 

8 
33 

In relation to crime-related matters 
these seniors saw others as being more 
anxious than themselves. This would indicate 
that the ~ear a~ crime is more a social 
concern than a personal concern. This would 
be in~luenced by the ~act that the number a~ 
people who had actually been victims was low, 
as indicated by the table compiled ~rom daily 
records a~ 1~818 properties over a six month 
period, as shown below : 
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Table 4 : NUMBERS OF CRIME-RELATED INCIDENTS 
OVER SIX MONTH PERIOD AMONG ELDERLY TENANTS 

Crime-related incidents 
Months -3 Winter -3 Summer 

Vandalism & youth nuisance 
Attempted break-ins 
Break-ins & the~t 

26 
6 

15 
47 

16 
9 

12 
37 

<n-1,818) Jones ( 1987. p 194) 

1.3 AUSTRALIAN DATA 

The Australian Bureau o~ Statistics 
CABSJ <1990a) provides statistics ~or the 
predominant criminal o~~ences in Australia 
over three years. They are shown below 

Table 5 : Predominant Criminal O~~ences 

1986 1987 1988 

Mut·det· no. 299 309 294 

Assault(a) no. 55,783 62,041 71,412 

Bt·eak and entet· no. 283,923 302,863 323,241 

Motot· vehicle no. 132,95..9 125,427 126,903 

(a) Includes serious and non-serious assault 
and sexual assault 

Reproduced ~rom ABS Pamphlet AGPS 90/20457 

These ~igures identi~y 
main type o~ o~~ence, 
decrease o~ 2 per cent ~or 

cent increase ~or assault, 
increase in break and enter 
decrease in motor vehicle 
years 1986 and 1988. 

but·g 1 at·y as the 
and indicate a 
murder, a 28 per 

a 14 pet· cent 
and a 5 per cent 

the~t between the 

The equivalent total population ~igures 

~or the same period are : 
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Table 6 : Australian Demographic 
Statistics-Estimated Residential Population 
Figures 

1986 1987 1988 
Population 16,139,000 16,398,900 16,697,000 

<ABS. March, 1990 Cat. 3101.0) 

This represents a 3 per cent increase in the 
total population ~or the same three years. 

The Office of Crime Prevention of the 
Western Australian Police Department provided 
details o~ offences for the City of Nedlands 
from statistics which are supplied for the 
Neighbourhood Watch Program. For the five 
months from March to July 1990 there were 467 
offences recorded. This represents an 
average o~ 93.4 offences per month. The 
following table shows the offences by type 
and frequency 

Table 7:TYPE AND FREQUENCY OF OFFENCES IN 
NEDLANDS 1990 

OFFENCE MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE JULY TOTAL 

FRAUD 1 1 
MISC/ 
PERSON 1 1 
ROBBERY 1 1 
ARSON 1 1 2 
ASSAULT/ 
COMMON 5 1 2 8 
BRK&ENTER/ 
<COMM> 18 1~ ~ 31 14 29 105 
BRK&ENTER/ 
<RES> 9 12 1<) 12 5 48 

DAMAGE 8 4 14 10 23 59 
M/VEHICLE 1 2 2 2 3 10 
ON PREMISES 2 3 1 3 9 
STEALING 
<COMM> 33 17 19 18 27 114 
STEALING 
<RES) 27 13 27 17 25 109 

104 62 109 75 117 467 
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1.4 SUMMARY 

It was the issue of how this perceived 
and demonstrated increase in crime was likely 
to affect seniors that suggested a local 
survey to evaluate the perception of fear of 
crime among seniors. The elderly have been 
portrayed widely in the media as being 
susceptible to crime. This view was also 
expressed in the publication Positive 
Steps-Help L Advice on Personal Safety 
which, while acknowledging that the media 
sensationalised events, noted that in fact : 

••.. not all, particularly women and the 
elderly, can feel safe. 

Fat· too 
victims 
assault. 

many are afraid 
of harrassment, 
(p.1.) 

of becoming 
t"obbet·y and 

Current examples of media coverage can be 
seen in the local newspapers 

Elderly man bashed. The West Australian, 
August 25, 1990, p.13 
Hoodlum jailed for elderly man attack. 
The West Australian, August 25, 1990, 
p.30 
Hearing date set for granny killer 
charges. The West Australian, June 14, 
1990, p.49 
Eldet·ly woman t·aped. The West 
Australian, July 9, 1990, p.32 

sex attack on an arthritic 
pensioner .••. The West Australian, June 
8, 1990, p. 31 
Agony of an old lady. Daily News, 
November 17, 1989, p.10-11. 

Thus media stories often dwell on violent 
crime and the vulnerability of aged persons. 

Returning to the local scene, the brutal 
assault and murder in January 1989 of an 84 
year old widow, living alone in a house in 
the City of Nedlands, raised the research 
question of how seniors in that area 
perceived crime and the extent of their fear 
of ct·ime. 
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2.0 SURVEY METHODS 

2.1 NEDLANDS ELDERLY 
SERVICE <NEPHSS> 

PERSON~s HOME SUPPORT 

Initially advice and co-operation was 
sought from NEPHSS. Over the years NEPHSS 
and the ~Aged Studies'' course have enjoyed 
mutual collaboration including student 
placements, one example of which was a 
research project involving 142 seniors <Wiles 
and Brienne, 1989). This service was 
established in August 1982 and is staffed by 
a full-time Co-ordinator, a part-time 
clerical worker and volunteers. They provide 
a range of services aimed at assisting the 
elderly persons of the City of Nedlands to 
maintain a quality lifestyle while remaining 
in their own homes. Statistics for the month 
of June 1990 show that there were 514 clients 
and 93 ~olunteers registered. During that 
month 482 services were delivered to 134 
persons. There were 341 jobs done by 55 
volunteers involving an estimated 492 
volunteer hours. Several of the clients of 
the service are also volunteers. 

2.2 SURVEY SAMPLE 

Tessa Tarrant, the Co-ordinator of 
NEPHSS, selected and approached eighteen 
people to participate in the Survey. These 
people were either volunteers or clients of 
the service, or both. The table below shows 
their involvement with the service. 

Table 8 : RESPONDENTS AS USERS/VOLUNTEERS 
OF NEPHSS 

VOLUNTEER CLIENT V/C(a) C/V(b) TOTAL 

NUMBER NIL 10 7 1 

<n=18) 
(a)Volunteer/client-mainly volunteer 
(b)Client/Volunteer-mainly client 

18 
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It is to be noted that the selection 
process o~ the respondents excluded people 
that were already known to be ~ear~ul. This 
was due to a concern that the interview might 
increase that ~ear~ulness. However the 
respondents that were selected were not known 
to be ~eat·less. 

The respondents all enjoyed reasonable 
health and were mobile and active. Many 
still drove their own cars and were involved 
in outside events such as bowls, bridge and 
musical activities. 

The age range o~ the respondents was 
~rom sixty-nine to ninety-~ive years as shown 
in Table 10 

Table 9 . AGE AI\ID GENDEF.: OF f':ESPONDENTS 9 

GENDER AGE RANGE 
65-69 75-79 80-84 85-89 90+ TOTAL 

MALE ~ . 2 ..::.. 

FEMALE 1 4 6 II 1 16 "1" 

<n=18) 1 4 6 6 1 18 

All respondents were living independently 
with minimum assistance. The majority o~ the 
respondents were ~emale and living alone, 
mainly in their own homes as shown in Tables 
11 and 12 : 

Table 10 : MARITAL STATUS AND GENDER 

GENDER MARRIED SINGLE WIDOWED DIV. SEP. TOTAL 

MALE 1 1 2 

FEMALE 2 1 12 1 16 

<n-18) "':!" ·-· 1 13 1 18 
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Table 11 . . ACCOMMODATION AND TYPE OF 
TENURE 

TENURE HOUSE UNIT DUPLEX TOTAL 

OWNER 13 1 14 

TENANT 1 2 1 4 

<n=18) 14 2 2 18 

Most of the respondents were long-time 
residents of the City of Nedlands and had 
also occupied their present accommodation for 
a considerable time, as shown in the 
following table : 

Table 12 : LENGTH OF STAY IN CURRENT 
ACCOMMODATION AND IN THE CITY OF NEDLANDS 

NUMBER OF YEARS 
LIVING 0-9 10-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50+ TOTAL 
IN 

PRESENT 
ACCOMMOD. 5 1 1 3 " ~ 5 18 

CITY OF 
NEDLANDS 4 1 1 " ~ 9 18 

<n=18) 

One third had lived at their present address, 
and one half had lived in the City of 
Nedlands for half a century or more. These 
data would indicate a level of residential 
stability of the respondents and suggest a 
satisfaction with their locality. 
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2.3 THE INTERVIEW SCHEDULE 

An initial planning meeting was held on 
14 June 1990 between Dr David Wiles, Ms Tessa 
Tarrant and Mrs Diana. Whyte when the aim o~ 
the study was de~ined as being an examination 
o~ the perception and ~ear o~ crime among 
seniors. At this time nine guidelines were 
determined, and it was ~rom these guidelines 
that the interview schedule was designed <See 
Appendix 2>. The questions endeavoured to 
ascertain the perception o~ ~ear among 
seniors and also to gauge the knowledge and 
use o~ security aids. Care was taken to 
ensure that the questions themselves would 
not create ~ear. 

The knowledge and use o~ security aids 
was o~ interest to NEPHSS which has noticed a 
certain resistance to the use o~ such 
devices. The service does provide extensive 
literature on aids that are available, and 
publications that are aimed at security o~ 
sel~ and possessions. In August this year 
NEPHSS o~~ered a seminar on "Sel~ Protection 
~or the Elderly'. This seminar was based on 
Worksheets ~rom a project ~unded by the 
Commonwealth Health Department in 
co-operation with the Tasmanian Health 
D~partment <Smith, 1985>. The purpose o~ the 
Project was •to develop a training program 
~or the elderly to promote sel~ protection 
awareness and skills to enhance their quality 
o~ li~e' (p.1>. The aim was to give elderly 
people a commonsense approach to their sel~ 
protection and security and enable them to 
continue their usual activities with 
con~idence (p.4>. There was an attendance o~ 
~i~teen people at the seminar. 

2.4 THE INTERVIEWS 

All the interviews were conducted by the 
main author, who due to other work 
commitments, could only run them in the 
evenings or at weekends. Initially it was 
thought that this could present a problem but 
in practice it did not do so. The whole 
interview process was ~acilitated ~y the 
Co-ordinator . o~ NEPHSS and her assistant. 
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They made the initial approach to the 
respondents with a brie~ outline o~ the 
survey. The interviewer then telephoned to 
make an appointment for a suitable time. 
Eighteen people were.interviewed over a ~our 

week period. Nine o~ these interviews were 
done at the weekend and nine on weekdays. 
The earliest o~ the weekday interviews was 
conducted at 4.00 pm and the latest at 5.30 
pm. The willingness of the respondents ~or 
the late afternoon or early evening 
interviews was in contrast with the 
experience of interviewers in the Southcare 
Aged Needs Survev <Wiles and others~ 1990). 
In that survey fieldwork it was found that it 
was generally not possible to visit before 
10.30 am or a~ter 4.00 pm as it was at this 
time that the people were performing their 
routine chores. Clearly then, field 
researchers should be sensitive to the. needs 
o~ their particular target groups, and should 
be wary of drawing theoretical conclusions 
from quite small samples. 

The respondents of this survey then, did 
not find the early evening time an intrusion, 
with the main comment being that they only 
had themselves to consider. However 
interviews at these times were consciously 
restricted to enable them to be concluded in 
daylight hours, though two exceptions 
occurred when the respondents obviously 
wanted to continue with general conversation. 

The length of the interviews varied in 
time from one to two hours. The hospitality 
of the interviewees at times included 
refreshments. All the interviews wsre 
conducted in the respondents' homes. One 
married couple was interviewed, with the 
interviews being conducted concurrently. On 
another occasion two neighbours were 
interviewed in the one house, again with the 
interviews being conducted concurrently. 
There was no obvious disadvantage to the 
joint interviews but it is conceded that in 
general it is preferable to ioterview 
independently, as there could be transferance 
of ideas or hesitation in answering some 
questions. 
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The respondents were all very willing, 
but sceptical about the value o~ their 
contribution. A ~ew showed slight 
apprehension about the prospect o~ the 
interviews, which they acknowledged 
a~terwards, when they indicated relie~ at it 
having been more pleasant than they had 
anticipated. 

The willingness and pleasant hospitality 
o~ the respondents was due in no small part 
to the ~act that the interviews had 
originally been arranged by NEPHSS. The high 
regard in which the service is held was very 
apparent, and it is ~elt that the reason that 
the respondents agreed to participate, was in 
some way an acknowledgment o~ that regard. 

2.5 DATA PROCESSING 

The Personal Data page o~ the Interview 
Schedule was given an interview number which 
was recorded on each page o~ the schedule. 
This ~acilitated the collection o~ data on 
which the personal data had a bearing. The 
interview schedule had been designed to alldw 
the data to be divided into separate 
headings, with the questions on separate 
sheets. On completion o~ the schedules they 
were separated into ten ~iles, one ~or the 
personal data page and nine ~or each page o~ 
the questions. A summary data sheet was used 
to record all "yes" and "no" and closed 
question answers. Qualitative data, obtained 
~rom open questions and general comments, 
were summarised ~or each ~ile. Five headings 
were then decided upon and the ~iles 

allocated to the appropriate headings. 
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3.0 HISTORY - MEMORY 

3.1 INTRODUCTORY NOTES 

There is a general inclination to view 
times past as "the good old days'. This 
view was re~lected in the response to 
Questions 1.a and 1.b regarding memories o~ 
~i~ty years ago. It is to be noted that one 
hal~ o~ the respondents were living in the 
same locality ~i~ty years ago <see Table 12 
) and there~ore there is a direct relation 
to past and present in these seniors' 
comparisons. Two o~ the respondents were 
recent arrivals ~rom South A~rica, two would 
have been in the United Kingdom ~i~ty years 
ago, and one was ~rom West Australian 
country areas. The remainder o~ the 
respondents had experience o~ urban living 
similar to their present situation. 

3.2 SURVEY RESULTS 

Table 13 shows a unanimous positive 
response to Question 1.a. 

TABLE 13 ; PERCEPTION OF MORE CRIME IN THE 
COMMUNITY 
TODAY THAN FIFTY YEARS AGO 

YES NO 

More Crime 18 0 

<n=18> 

were unanimous in the view that 
increased over the past 
and these responses were 

very de~inite comments as 

Seniors 
crime had 
hal~-century, 

accompanied by 
listed: 
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De-finitely! 
I should say 
knowledge. 
I should think 
young. 
Oh Heavens yes! 

(8 people) 
sa! it 

thet·e is! 

We 11 and t t· ul y. 
Without hesitation. 
No question. 
Cet·tainly do. 

is common 

among the 

When asked what crimes were mast 
prevalent -fi-fty years ago the seniors -found 
it di-f-ficult to name them. When they did 
name them it was in mild terms with comments 
such as :"a bit o-f stealing'; "bLwglat·y-but 
not much'; 'thieving-bLtt nat much'; •would 
steal a bit o-f -fruit-but not vandalise the 
vines • . 

Table 14: CRIMES PREVALENT FIFTY YEARS AGO 

Burglary/thieving 
Stealing 
MLwdet· 
Pi 1-fet· i ng 
Petty 1 at·ceny 
Ni 1 

7 
4 
'":!' ·-· 
2 

<n=18) *multiple answers 

The question elicited a greater re~ponse in 
terms a-f what was not prevalent -fi-fty years 
ago. ·This is shown in the -following 
t·esponses : 

There was no rape then. 
It is hard to work out, can't remember 
it being a criminal era, there was 
nothing signi-ficant. 
We never thought about crime, we always 
le-ft .daat·s open, at night we le-ft 
everything open. 
I used to walk 
along lonely 
tht·eatening ot· 
tt·oops around. 

through the bush and 
roads, there was no 
aggression, even with 
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I really can't remember any, you see I 
lived in the country. 
I can't think o~ any really, I would go 
shopping and leave the back door open. 
There weren't many houses then, no 
crime. 
I could walk anywhere at any time. 
I could walk out o~ the house and not 
lock it, I have never been burgled. 
There was no organised crime. 
I can't remember any in particular, I 
don't think that there was much crime 
then. 
I would have to scratch my head; you 
could leave the doors open. 
I can't remember much in the way o~ 

crime. 

3.3 SUMMARY 

The indications are that crime ~i~ty years 
ago was o~ no concern to the respondents. The 
crime that was reported was seen as 
non-threatening or o~ a petty nature. When 
commenting on the crimes that were not 
committed seniors could, by in~erence, 

re~lect their current concerns. The mast 
predominant theme would be the ability at 
that past time to ~eel secure within their 
own homes, without having to take any 
security measures and also to walk abroad at 
any time without ~ear. 



26 



4.0 PRESENT CONCERNS 

4.1 INTRODUCTORY NOTES 

Just as there is an inclination tc 
consider times past as being •geed" there is 
also an inclination tc consider the present 
as •net sa geed". This view is reflected in 
the lang and comprehensive list cf crimes 
perceived as being prevalent today (see Table 
15). Fer all that there is a perception cf an 
increase in crime this is net reflected in 
the respondents• concern with security. A 
general comment made by the respondents was 
that they were net fearful, they knew ethers 
that were, but they were net. These findings 
are similar tc these cf Mawby (1986) who 
found that the elderly were mere likely than 
younger people tc identify crime as a 
problem, but were in fact less fearful cf 
crime than ether groups. This was linked tc 
their lower risk of victimization. However 
Fielc (1987) found that the elderly were mere 
vulnerable tc crime, and that the fear cf 
crime affected their well being and morale, 
even though they have lower victimization 
rates than younger people in mast categories 
of crime. 

4.2 SURVEY RESULTS 

The perception of present 
quite extensive as can be 
fallowing table : 

day crime was 
seen in the 
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